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The 

Editor To Tmb R«adkr, 

T is a popular reproch ufaally caft 
upon writers in morality ^ ana per- 
. iwaders to devotion, that while tney 
with pompous words reprefent virtue 
as a fujfficient reward to her felf, and exhort to 
tiiecontemtofGloryi rfiey prefix their names 
to their labors , and make the Title-page a 
confutation of the Book that follows it. 

Our Author has effecaually averted this ob- 
jedioU) having bin fo far from feeking a name 
from others, as not to have left a poffibility 
for the difcovery of his own : but lilke the ri- 
ver Nilus, that gives fertility and bleffing 
wherefoe're he pa&s; hides his nead ; and* per- 
mits himfelfto be only known in the benefits 
which he difpenfes. 

By what methods the other moft lifeful 
works of this, excellent Author have ftoln 
themfclves into the world, lam nd;: enabled 
to relate , but having bin made a party to the 
publication of this prefent , it may be expe(JJ:-» 
ed that I renddr fbme account thereof. For 
altho the curiofity of enquiring into that 
which isinduftriottfly conceled^beuich arade- 
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nels, and injuftice alfo, as by no means de- 
ierves to be incouraged. yet where a benefit 
has bin received, for thofe who ace obliged, to 
defire to acquaint themfelves with the Perfon 
unto whom they ftand indebted, that they 
may pay a relped: at leaft, if they can reach 
at no more equal retribution , this has fuch a 
pretence to gratitude, as may juftly demand 
to be confidered. And it will be fome fatis- 
fadtion to the ingenious enquirer, that tho 
he have not informed himfeif inthe particu- 
lars which he defires, he has not bin defici- 
ent in the inqueft, and knows as much as is 
poffible. 

The Reader therefore may pleafe to under- 
ftand, that fbmwhat more then two months 
fince, I received a Letter, accompanied with a 
roll of Papers,, opening the which, I found it 
was written by a hand which I was utterly a 
I ftraager to , and that had no name lubfcribed, 
t the purport wherepf was as follows. 

Sir 

THe general report of your candor perjwddei 
me you will not rejeh an addrefs tho from 
m unknown hand ^ which encourages me 'to the 
\ fending thefe Tapen. to you^ with a 'defire yon 
^ would pleafe to perufe them\ md commit them 
f" either to the Prefs^ orthe^ire as you findthem 
worthy. I shall not needto tell you who lamy 
V for if my fuit be accepted^ I have what I defire 
'A with^ 



to the Reader. 



without it : if it be not^ its my inter eft you should 
not know who tis that has thus importuned you: 
Tour Charity I afture my felfwiU at a venture 
pardon 

Sir, 

Your humble Servant. 

Twill be fuperfluous to fay how much I was 
furpriz'd with this fb unufual addrefs , how 
much afFeiited with the fingular modefty and 
humility which it expreft : and after all how 
much transported upon viewing the Treafure, 
whi^h was thus as from tlie Clouds dropt into 
my hands. Nor was I long to determin which 
of the two waies of di(pofaI propofed unto me, 
was to be made ufe of; and indeed I should 
much fooner have performed my truft, and 
taken care that this excellent Traft hadim- 
mediatly ieen the light, had it not bin needful 
to tranfcribe the whole, before it could fately 
be committed to the Prefs/ 

This I mention not onl)'- to excufe the delay 
of the Edition, but more efpccially to beg a 
pardon for the mifadventures of it. It being 
not eafie in a Written Copie where a recourle^^ 
is not to be had unto the Author, to do him 
juftice, and avoid faileurs and miftakes : which 
in the prefent inftance wasthe more hazard- 
ous^ in that every departure from the Authors 
inimitable pattern i would certainly be for 
theWorfe. 

But 
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But Excufe and coniplement are any where 
a very infipid foolish thing, and moft into* 
lerable in a ferious concern : I shall not there- 
fore fay ought that looks that Way , only offer 
a short requeft, which I fuppofe will be equally 
in the behalf of the Author of thisTracJl , the 
Editor , And the Readers of it. Which is, 
that whoever takes this Book in hand, would 
ierioufly confider it, and doing fo, receive 
the infinite benefits of uniform vertue, and 
fincere piety, the documents whereof are 
here with all poffible advantages proposed : 
and thereby eiye the Author that grpateft 
of Bleffings, tne being an inftrument to the 
eternal happinefs of fouls : and as to us who 
deal in the afFair of Printing, afford ibme share 
in this moft defirable event, ablblving us from 
the charge of having don milchief, inflead 
of fervice to the world. For, to fay the truth, 
no book is lo fatally deftrudrive as that which 
convinces of duty , but fails of perfwading 
to it. But if the beft books can do harm, twill 
certainly be difficult to make a plea for the 
multitudes of" a contrary kind , which now 
especially ufurp upon the Age. 
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THE 

PREFACE 

THO the finalnefs of this TraSi will 
fcarce juftijk the folemnity of a 
Preface ; yet remembring ^tis de- 
figa*dforthofewbo are accu/lomedtoCer^ 
notthus Addreffes, I think, it not heft to 
approch them too abruptly. Arid indeed 
befides the Civility , there feems fome ufe of 
it in order to my defign. To advife^ or re- 
prove^kfo ungrateful an Office^ that he that 
undertakgs it y had need ufe all previous 

arts 



arts to vindicate thefthcerity ofbispurpofey 
and tc convince theperfon admonijhed^ that 
'■tis neither fpleen nor prejudice^ hut the 
moji real exuberant kindnefi which promts 
him toinfliSl tbofi wounds of a friend, 1 
Prav. 2j, 6» and that he is never lefs an ', 
enemy, then when he thus tells them the 
truth, Gtf/. 4. 16. Therefore-, tho they 
may in the enfuing leaves. meet with fome 
things which may hoiveajhew offeveuty^ 
yet let measure my "Reader^ they have in- 
deed, a dejign ofthegreateftfervice., hy cor- 
reSiing the extravagance offome^ to re/cue 
the whole Sexy as from the contagion of the 
example /o from the community of the hlame. 
Forfuch is either the inadvertence^ or ma- 
lice cf a great part of mankind^ that (jt- 
gainft all Rules ofVifioutfe ) they deduce 
Generals from Particulars , mah every 
woman fofar an Eve ^ that her depra- 
vation jbaU forfeit her whole kind ; and 
becauft there are foolijh and fcandalous 

women^ 
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Womtn^ willfcarce allow there are any other » 

The truth is^ the Error feems in many 

Men to be affe^ed', theyfropofe to themfelves 

unworthy ends on Women^ndmak^ all their 

obfervatims wholly in order to thofe. He 

that is upon a ba/epurfuit, tak.es particular 

notice of all that he thinks for his turn ; the 

reft fall not within his Sphere : and 'ti^ 

toe 'probable he kfo abundantly fupplied for 

that abfolute confederation that he never de^ 

fiends to the comparative, Nay^ perhaps 

there may be yet a deeper Original of the 

• fcandal : the World is much governed by efii- 

mation ; and as Applaufe encourages and 

exalts, fo an univerfal Contemt debafes and 

deje^s the Spirit. If it can oncepafs into 

'. Maxim^ that Women are fuch filly or vici- 

)fts Creatures^ it may put fair for the making 

hem Jo indeed, Themfelves may imbibe the 

mmon Opinion^ charge all their Perfonal 

aults on their Sex^ think.that they do but 

heir kind, when indeed they moji contradict 

k ity 
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it, andnomoreaj^mtoanythingworthy^ 
then a man canputendto the Excellencies 
of an Angel. And indeed this feems to he 
the fraSlical inference offomeWcmen^ who 
could hardly have defiended to fuch Vifio- 
nours^ had they not before been as vile in 
their own Eiesy as they have afterwards 
rendredthemfelves in others. 

It may therefore upon this account he a 
neceffary Charity to the ^ex^ to acquaint 
them with their own Value, animate them to 
feme higher thoughts (f themfelves ; not to 
yield their Suffrage to thofe injurious EJii- 
mates the World hath made of them^.and 
from a fuppefed Incapacity of Nobler Tl. 
to negleSi thepurfuit of them ; from 
God and Nature have no moreprecluc 
Feminine, than the Mafeuline part oj 
kjnd» 

Jn reference to Secular Confidera, i\ 
their advantages are moB important ; 

men have a very powerful Influence « 

It 

i 



The Preface. . 

all forts of TranfMons in the World : the 
engaging of the Delilah,tf»</plowing with 
the Heifer, /k^^. 14. and 16, being ever 
tbefureft vpoy to undermine the Counfels^and 
mafler the Force of the Stouteft Samfon. 
And accordingly Hifiories of all kinds af- 
fure us that the Gyncceiim has Hill had a 
Rival Suffrage with the Senate, I might 
urge the more regular Powers which apper^ 
tain unto that Sex ; that all Mankind f^ the 
Pupil and Difciple of Female-hfiitution : 
the Daughters till they write Women , and 
the Sons till the firjifeven years hepaft ; 
the time when the Mindtimoji duSiile^and 
Prepafd to receive impreffion^ being wholly 
in the Care and ConduSl of the Mother, And 
Vfhereas ''tps obferv'dby Ariftotle in his Po- 
litics^ fandisaproofof his being a&Wife^ 
06 he was a Learned ManJ that the Efate 
of Republics entirely hangs on private Fa- 
milies^ the little Monarchies both compofihg 
and giving Law unto the great ; *th evi^ 

b 2 dent 
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dent that the difj>ofal of Families and ali 
domejlic Concerns therein lies chiefly on the 
Wife » whence the fame Ariftotle declares^ 
that the Spartans notwithiianding , their 
ready Addrefs to Empire by their great Fru- 
gality^ Indufiry^ and military Virtue^ could 
have hut half a Happinefs^ as failing on the 
part of their Wives, But waving ihefe re- 
flexions^ IJhallfix only on thePetfohalAc- 
compUJhments of the Sex^ and peculiarly 
that which is the moft principal Endowment 
of the Rational Nature J mean their Vnder- 
fianding. Where fir ft it will he a little hard 
io pronounce^ that they are naturally inferi- 
or to men » when "'tis conftdered kow much of 
extrinficweight isput in the hallance to turn 
it on the Mens fide. Men have their parts 
cultiifated and improved by Education^ re- 
fined andfuhtilized by Learning and Arts^ 
are lih an inclofed piece of a Common^ which 
by Indufiry and Husbandry becomes a differ- 
ent thing from the reft^ tho the naturalTurf 

own''d 
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omCd nofucb inequality. And truly bad. 
Women the fame Advantage^ I dare not 
fay but they would make as good returns of 
it ; Jbme of thofefew that have bin tried^ 
have bin eminent in federal f axis of Learn- 
ing,To omit the modern in fiances^ Thcano 
after the death of Pythagoras kept up his 
School ; Socrates confeffes himfelfto have, 
bin inftru^ednot only in Rhetoric by h^^gz- 
tia, but even in the higheft Points of Phi- 
lofophy ^KDiotime. The Roman Story in- 
forms m of the deep wifdom of Tanaquil, 
Cornelia , Livia , to pafs by others. And 
were we fur e they would have hallafi to their 
fails^ have humility enough to poize them a- 
gainft the vanity of Learning , I fee not 
why they might net more frequently be in- 
truded with it ; for if they could be fecund 
against thh weed^ doubt lefs the foil is rich 
enough to bear a good crop. But not to op- 
pofe a received opinion , let it be admitted^ 
that in refpeSl of their intellefis they are 

below 
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helowmen lyetfurein the fuhttmeU part^ 
of humanity , they are their equals : they] 
-have fouls of as divine an Original^ as end- 
lejs a Duration\y and as capable of in^nit 
Beatitude. ThatfpiritualEjfence , that ray 
of Divinity owns no diftin^ion of Sexes; fo 
that in this fenfe alfo , that Aphorifin of the 
ApoSlk holds good ^ there is neither Male 
nor Female , but all arc one , Ctf/.3.2 8. 
And fur e this is the one tranfiendettt Excel- 
lency of Human Nature, For alas ^what 
value can comparativelyhefetupon all other 
Qualifications^ which will finally leave us 
hut lihs theBeafts that perijb. And this., 
as it PS the higheji pitch oftheit worth Jo it 
is the fafeji fuhjeSi of their Contemplations \ 
other Knowledg^as the Apofilefpeah-^ Cor, 
8. 1 . may pufFup, this only will edify. 

As therefore when we would pride our 

felves , we ufe not to hoaft our meaner , hut 

our heft qualities : fo let me foUcite Ladies 

to befojuji to themfelves, as not to tah their 

own 
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mn tnefures by anjf thing belovp this, IFhj 
fhould they tahfo low a level (fGreatnefi^ 
as to value themfelves upon a title which is 
but a bigger blaft of air -^ when tbey may de- 
rive their defcenf from above the Stars , 
claim cognation with Divinity? WhyJhouU 
tbey dote on thefiUitioua image of a perhaps 
morefi^itioue beauty^ which their glafs pre- 
fents them, when they need but lookinward 
to fee an infinitely fairer Idea^an emanation 
of the eternal Brightnefs ? Indeed did they 
mak^ajuji ejiimate of themfelves in this re^ 
fpeSl^it would overwhelm the vanity ofthcfi 
inferior things wherein they now havefucb 
complacent -, nor would they fufer their 
nobler part to be affronted by the unequal 
competition of their meaner. 

But tbere is alfo another confequent 
which would flow from that tjieem ; they 
muldfolicitoupypreferve what they fo high- 
lypriz^ , it being natural for tts to propor- 
tion our care to our value. Tbey would he 

jealou/ly 
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jeahufty vigilant againft every things that 
might eciipfethe radiancy or contaminate 
the purity of their fouls* Twos the advice oj 
a Heathen moraliH , Revere thy (pl'^^and 
■ twos very wholefom counfil'.fcr next our dui 
veneration to God^a reverence (o ourfelves 
k the mofifevere coritrckrofallexorhitan- 
cies. How can afoul that remembers its cc 
lefiial exuraSiionymllofp itfelfin the mirey 
ftoopto any fordid degenerou6 practices? jy 
faidofThcmifiodcs^that feeing once a rich 
booty about the deadcorpfes of his entmiesj)t 
toucht it noty hut pointing toanother^ fai^ 
Tah thou that-for tbou art notThemiJiocles, 
If then a little military fame could fo elevate 
his thought Sy tis ajbame that any who car- 
ry an immortal ffirit about them i,JhouU 
not be raifsd above all the contemtibk 
baits ofthisfublunary World, Whyjhoul^ 
they not with the Uh difdain turn over all 
fenfual inordinances to meer Animals^ ani 
creatures that have no higher principle then 

that 
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that offenfe , wbilft tbemfelves foar up to 
thofe more fublimated plefurea , which 
arc at God's Right Hand for ev^more> 
Pfal, 16. 12,. 

We may therefore conclude'^bat what even 
vicious impotenceWomen are uader^ it k ac- 
quifed^notnaturalynor derived. from any il-t 
liberality tf Gods J>ut from theillmdndgiry 
if his bounty. Behaiplacedvitbin than 
a FUIar of Cloud and Fire/ufiaent tofiel^ 
ter andionduSi them thro aU the Jiorm^ 
all the intricacies that can occur in their 
journey to Canaan ; if they will forget thai 
moh intrinfic fart of their being , live as if 
they, were all body , rejeSl the Manna^ and 
rave after the Quails, that deJlruSlion which 
will thereby be induced theymuft own to 
^ringfrom tbemfelves. Let thetn not charge 
Godfoolijbly^ or think, that by making thent 
women , he neceffhated them to be proud, or^ 
wanton, vain, orpeevijb \fince *tls manifejk 
he made them to better purpofes^was natpar^ 

f tial 



The Prcfate. 

tialto the other. Sex^ but that havingyOi tie 
PriDphetfi^akS', abundance of fpirit, Mdl^ 
^i he equdiji. iUfpehc^dit , and gave the 
feeblefi woman as large and capacious dfdul 
as.thaioftb'e.QreateSi Berqei :• 
• - Nay givemeleave to-fay farther^ that as 
to. an Eterhalwell bdng\- hefeems to ham 
placed ithemht mart advahidgims circuik'^ 
> ffahceitbenhehds don men. He has implah' 
tWintkmfimnativepropenfi<ms^which(as 
I finall hereafter have occafion to ohferve^do 
much facilitate the operations of 6 face upon 
them: Befides^ there are matvi temtatismto 
'which men are expofed that are out of their 
\(iad How hard k it for a man to cvnverf^in 
the Worlds but he/hallbeimportuh'dtoJe- 
bauthery and e^ctfs , muji forfeit hr^fobriety 
taviJiifftain the reputation of a ficiable P^r- 
fan ? Again^hew liable are they by a promif- 
CU0U6 conveyfation among variety of humors^ 
to meet with a fronts., which the Maxims of 
Honoi^will tell them, muft C^ ^^^^ ^f^^^ 
U... Chriji's 
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ChriiVs interdiSlsJ he reveng'd} Andtbii 
engages them in Quarrels /omtimes in Mur* 
ders. iVwr none ofthefe are incident to wo* 
men : they mud in thefe andfom other infian^ 
ces attaque temtation^violently ravijb guilty 
and abandon their Sex^the wholeO economy of 
their eftate^e^re they can divdl themfelmsxf 
their innocency* So that Godfiem in many 
^particulars to have clofelier fenced thtmin^ 
and riot left them to thofe wilder excurfions 
for which the cuflomary liberties of the other 
Sex afford a more open way^ Inftwrt^ they 
havefo many advantages towards VertUythat 
thothe Philofophermade it one ofbisfokmn 
acknowledgments to God-, that he hadmade 
him a man , not a woman lyet I think Chri" 
flian Women have now reafbn enough to in-i 
vert thatforvty ' and to thank. God that he 
made them women , and not men. 

But we kjiow advantages which are only 
in fpiculatioh ^ are lookt on withfom diffir, 
dence, till there have hirifompraSlicalexpe- 

i c 2 riment 
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fiment made of them ; I JBall therefore evi" 
dence the problem by demSnftration^ and in- 
fiance; defiring my Readers to mefure the 
foffibilities of their arriving to emiment de- 
grees ofYertue andPiety,by what others have 
attained to. IJhall not fetch examples of Mo- 
rality fromHeathen WomenJ>e^aufeI am now 
vfon an higher Jirain\(yet manyfiicb might 
hehroi^ht tothereprocbofmany Women ^ 
who pretending to more , fall infinitly [hort 
ffthai". ) '/2J C hriftianVertu that lam now 
recommending^ and which has bin eminently 
exemplified in many of their Sex. How many 
Women do we read of in the G(fpel^who in all 
the duties ofaffiduoud attendance on Chrift^ 
liberalities of love andrefpeSl , nay truen in 
Z^al and courage^furpaffed even the Apoftles 
themftlves? We find his Crofs jurrounded^ 
his Paffion celebrated^ by the avowed tears 
and lament atibns of devout Women^when the 
moftfanguine cfiH Vtfciples had denied^yea 
forfoorcy and all-had forfaken him. Nay., 

even 
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tvm VeatH it/elf coulJ not tictinguifi their 
l(we', we find the devout Maries defignin^ 
a laborious^ chargeable^ and f^erhaps hazar- 
dm refpedl to bis Corps » And accordingly^ . 
'tis a memorable atteftation Cbrift gives m 
their Piety J)y making them thefirfi vitnefes 
ihis RefurreSlion^ theprime Evangelifts to 
Proclame thofeglad Tidingsylstoi a Learned 
mn [peaks-; Apofiles to the Apoftles, Nor^ 
'^ the devotion of that Sex to be found only in 
the [acred Records;t he Primitive times have 
hft us many Memorials of the like ,and the 
^artyrologies are full of Female fuferers of 
f^U ages and conditions^ who by the fervor of 
their Zeal had overcome the timoroufnefs of 
their Nature^and wearied the cruelty of their 
I'erJecutors.And as Women helpt to augment 
thenumher of Martyr s^fo did they ofConftf" 
forsalfo^n afiout owning^and diligent pr a-* 
^tice cfChriffianity. Queens andEmprtfjes 
hew then no Title fo Glorious a6 thai of a 
^^img Mother to the Churchy have often 

excban- 
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rmeatwude efiiem 1 1 fiall therefore evi- 
dtace tbtfrvhkm by Jemonftration-, and in- 
fUmce- tkfiring my Readers to mtfure the 
feff^biTtties cftbdr arriving to emiment de- 
grees effertwe aadPiety^j vbat others have 
attamedtoJJhaU not fach examples ofMo- 
rnBiyfromHeMtbenWomenJbecaMfelam now 
tfannm higher ftrain'Xyet many fitch might 
be broi^ht to thertfroch of many Women , 
whcfntenSng to more ^ fall infinitly flort 
of than ) */« Cbn/tumVertn that lam now 
TtamaunJing^ aadwhicb has bin eminently 
txemflifiediM msny ef their Sex. Haw maty 
Women Jo ve read (fin the Gcjpel^whr^iiri 
the duties of arduous attendance c 
liberalities of love andrefpe^^ r 
zeal and courage^furpafj^ even 
tbemftlves? ffe find bis Cr 
his Paffion celebrated.^ b' 
and lamentations ofd* 
moftfang 
forfworey 
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torn "Death itfilfccmlJsutSKa^pKM zl'sr 
Icrvt ; we find the dtvm JCzria klracT 
a laborhus^ cbargealU. MMJtTzm^ i^ir- 
dott6 reJfeSl to bif CcTfs. Amisi::.vii.-^\ 
'th a mtmoTobU atteJUtk-t Ch-.z rrjcM 
their Fietjjy making tins zhir f ii:xfla 
sfbK Bejitnedion, tieprhs^ Ezcrrdt-j 
f reclame tkofegladTiIin?r;isMtLarKj 
manfpeaht AfoJiUs tc tie if'^ Sar 
a tbe devotion oftbatSex tehyay-rJ^m 
tbefacredRtcords'^tbe fiima:m:i£7)m 
left us marty Memoriahgfa^jsJ:^^ 



I Martyrolcgies aTehUfffs^: 
iall ages and condjM^ Vj? - 
hheir Zed h ^ m^ 
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exchanged tbf^r Palms for tittle Cells and 
Oratories^ and valued not their own Dia- 
dems in comparifon withtheirSauiofs Crovpn 
of Thorns. And tho hy a perpetual declina- 
tion from that proline Zeal , the imlances 
have in every Age grown lefs numerous^ yet 
Tione has wanted fom very illuftrioua Exam- 
ples. Nay even in our dregs of time^ in 
this common decay of all good ^ there are^ I 
doubt not^ many whc(ldccordingto their op- 
portunities') tranfcribe the former Copies Jive 
like People that know they muji live hereaf- 
ter^ andprefent us yet with fom ffecimen of 
ancient Vertue. Nay^tofj^eak. an impartial 
Truthy 'tis not, to be denied^ but the r^uta^ 
tion of Religion is morehptup bywotnen 
then men, many of the one countenancing it 
by their Vra^ice , vhereas more of the other 
do not only negleB , but decry it. And now 
fmce Women are compaffed about with fo great 
a cloud ofWitnejIeSy who by doing the thing, 
givetbefurefi evidence that 'tis not unfea- 
' Jible^ 
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fihle^ "^hyjhould any plead an impeffibiUp^ 
In matter (f Vanity and Pomp tbef are not 
foeafily di/htartned^ no pattern of that kind 
cm be Jet whicbyptUnot heinduftrioufly imi^ 
tated', nay in the greateft Inequality ofma* 
terialsfor it. ifiby then jhoul^ their emula^ 
tion leave them ■ih.ert only itxculddo tjxm 
good'THofP tomtfit^ thardfrh'ofi'i^hohti'dt 
tqualPrincipkscfajpiritudlBeing^fom livt 
according to the- 'i>ignity of it ; and others 
vhofee them dofo , do yet live m if they of- 
fentedto thatPhilofophers Paradox^vhofaid 
Women had no fouls; or at leaft were of the 
Pythagorean SeSi^and lookf upon ihemfelves 
only as the? ails andPrifons of former ofen^ 
ding Spirits^ which they refolved to fit for a 
yet viler tranfmigraiion; give them the ap- 
petites ofBeaJis before they affume theBodies, 
This is indeed an unlucky Humility^ that 
thofe who in all other injiances are apt to 
everween, Jhould here fink, fi niuch below 
themfelves. And I hope "'twill not appear an 

uncivil 



imcivij addtefi^ ioperfrade them tda.jufier 
^imate of their mn worth* And if what 
has binfaid tQthat end may. have any effeSi^ 
IJpallnot defire'ithettef fr^^ratton to the, 
ffffuingTraCl'Jincefie that duly confiders her 
own capacity of Eternal Bli/s^and withal ^ 
thepo/fihility of as EndkfiaMJeryy accord-, 
ing as fie perform or negkSls the fever al 
Parts of Duty ^ willfure ne^d toother incen^ 
tive. to the diligent Purfuit'Mfit^ ' ] 
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^ T i^ now many years fince an Ad- 
drefs was made to the Gentry of 
this Nation, to perf\vade them to 
that Vertu* which wrould be both 
^ their Plefure and Reward. 1 cannot, 
I confefs, boaft any luch EflfecJl of that, as 
should much infpirit the hopes of a new At- 
temt ; yet fince we fee in our proper fecular 
Concerns , Defeats do many times animate no 
left then Succefs, I know not why in this more 
charitable Defign I should fit down difcou- 
^ •A raged 
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raged. Men ufuaHy raife not a Sicgt upon the 
firit repulfe, bijt reinforce their Batteries, ob- 
ferve more curioufly which are the moll allai- 
lable, acceffible parts, and accordingly diipofe 
their Aflault : It will then be no unreafonable 
imitation in the prefent cafe, if after a* fiic- 
Celleis Attemt upon the more impregnable 
Mafculine part ot the Gentry, I now euay the 
Feminine, whole native Sortnefs and Gentle- 
nefs may render them lels apt for that refift- 
ance ot good Counfel , wrherein too many 
Men place their Gallantry. 

2 . I prefume thofe to whom that little Tradt 
was at firft defign'd, will be fo willing to relin* 
quilh their Title , that I might without impu- 
tation of Robber)^ , exchange my Patrons , 
and by a new Dedication fuperfede the labor 
of anew Book. And indeed, fince what was 
there faid was f6unded more on tlie diftinclion 
of Qualities then of Sex, there would Hot need 
many razures to render it as proper for the one 
as the other; and I fliall take fo much adyan- 
tagc of it, as to aflure the Female Gentry, that 
they may diere find muclw>f the Duty incum. 
bent on them, in relpe(3: of that Rank" and 
Condition they hold in the World ; and th^rc^ 
fore, tho I (hall fometimes make fome refledii^- 
onsonit-, yet as to the main, I (hall think it 
the eafieft courfe i, as well for them as my felf^ 
to diredt them thither. 

3 . B u T it may feem to have too much of 

th« 
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the Pedant, to entertain new Scholars only 
with the call or naufeated learning of the olo- 
and when I remember I write to Ladies , who 
ufe to think the newnefs qf any thing a confi. 
derable Addition to its valu $ 1 conceive my 
felf obliged as well in Civility to their humor, 
as Charity to their needs , to gwz them fom- 
thiag which they may own as their peculiar. 
And to render it the more unalienable 9 I (hall 
affix it to their Sex 5 and make it the Subjedt 
of my prefent inquifition, what in relpedt of 
that are the proper and diftindt Obligations, 
under which, by the affignment of God and 
Nature, they aie placed. 

4. Til AT the Obligation to Moral and 
Chriftian Vertues is in it felf univerfal, and 
not confin'd to any Sex or Perjfon, is not to be 
denied : yet, as in Human Conftitutions there 
areroften Precepts , which (tho not exclufive 
of any, do yet} more peculiarly and eminent-, 
ly level at fom particular Rank or Order of 
Men i fb in the Laws of God and N ature, there 
appears the likp diftindtion. That All- wife: 
Creator, who hath put peculiar Proprieties and 
Inclinations into his Creatures , hath accord- 
ingly defign'd their a<ituating and improving 
them : anci altho in mankind, wliich differs not 
in fpecies but in gender, the variety may feera., 
lefs ; yet there is ftill enough to found fomc 
divernty, either in the kind or degree of duty. , 
This fure is shadowed to us in. that particular 

cautioa 
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caution given to die Jews, not to confound 
the habit of the feveral Sexes, ^eut. 22. f* 
and yet more clearly evinced in the Precept 
which the Apoftles addrefs to women , i Tim. 
2. and iTet. 3. Nay, this is fo granted a 
Truth, that all Ages and Nations have made 
fom diftindlion between Mafculine and Femi- 
nine Vertues, Nature having not only given 
a diftindiion as to the Beauties of their out^ 
ward Form, but alfo in their very mold and 
conftitution implanted peculiar Aptnefles and 
Proprieties of Mind, which accordingly va- 
rythemefureofDecencv; that being come- 
ly for the one Sex, which often is not (^at leaft 
in the fame degree ) for the other. It will 
therefore be no abfurd attemt to decipher 
thole Excellencies, which are the genuine and 
proper Ornaments of Women; which tho in 
fom inftances they may perhaps prove coinci* 
dent with thofe of Men ^ yet even thofe which 
are equally inclufive of both, by the Divine 
command may have fom additional weight 
On the Female fide, in refpe<3: of Decency, 
Fame, Or fome other (not delpicable ) con- 
fideration. 

5. F R the better direding our prefent 
Inquifition, it will be moft regular, firft to in- 
quire what thofo Vertues am which are uni- 
Verfallyneceflaryto Women in all Ages and 
circumftancesot their lives: fuch which, like 
the firft matter, are jwercquir'd for a^forms^ 

which^ 
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which^ like a firm and fblid Baiis> muft fiipport 
all various Events, all changes 8t their Condi* 
tion or Relations. And fecondly ^ we ^hali 
confider them in thofe changes; track them 
thro the leveral Stages and Periods of Life, 
thro thofe feveral States which create the moft 
confiderable mutations to them > and in each 
of thofe confider what are the new and pro* 
portionate Acceffionsof Duty. 

6. A s in the outward Accomodations of 
Life , the things of moft daily and indifpenfi- 
ble ufe deferve the greateft Valu j fo in Moral 
or Divine Endowments, the benefit of pofleis^ 
ing is bell mefured by the mifery of wanting 
them. This firft rank therefore of Female Ver* 
tues which we are to treat ofi will have that to 
recommend them 5 they being lb ftridlly ne- 
ceffary, tharthcir abfence is not only a priva* 
tive ill, but alfo erpofes to A deluge of all 
pofitive mifchiefs confequent to that ptiva- 
tion. 

7. This will be found true in all the feve- 
rals we are to pals thro, but in none more emi- 
nently then in that we shall chufe to begin 
with, the Vertu of Modefty; which may be 
confidered in a double notion, the one as it is 
oppofed to Boldneis and Indecency, the other 
to Lightneis and . Wantonnefi. In the firft 
kzcQi^tionZeno has not iU defined it, to be the 
Science of decent Motion^ it being that which 
guides aad regulates the whole Behavior,- 

checks 
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checks and controles all rude exorbitancies>* 
and is the greftt Civilizer qf Converfations. 
It is indeed a Vertu of a general influence -, do's 
not only ballatt the mind with fober and hum- 
ble dioughts of ones felf , but alio fleers every 
part of the outward frame. It appears in the 
Face in calm and meek looks, where it fo im- 
preffes it ielf , that it feems thence to have ac- 
quired the name of Shamefac'dnefs. Certainly, 
"(whatever the modern opinion is) there is 
nothing gives a greater lufter to a Feminine 
Peauty : fo that 5t. Taulfe^ms not ill to have 
confulted their Concerns in that P9int, when 
he lubftitutcs that as a fupplctory Oraament 
to tke deckings of Gold and Tearlandcojlly Ar- 
ray ^ I Tim. 2> But I fear this will be now 
thought too antiquated a drefs , and an Apo- 
ftle be cfteemed no competent Judg in this 
Science; which is now become lb folcmn a 
thingjthat pert^nly ^^ Academy in the World 
can vie numbers with the Students of this My-^ 
ftery. Y.et when they have ftrein'd their Art 
to the higheft Pitch; an innocent Modefly, 
9nd native fimplicity of Look, shall ecHpfe 
their Glaring -Splendor,, and triumph over 
their Artificial Handlbmne;fs : on the other 
fide V let a Womjaa be decked with all tlie em- 
bellishments of Art , nay gnd care of Nature 
too, yet ifBoldnefs.be to be read in her Face, 
it blots all the lines of Beauty, is like a cloud 
- over the Sun, intercepts the view of all that 
.. , was i 
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was other Mriie Amiable^ and renders its black* 
nels the more obfervable , by being plac'd 
peer fomewhat that was ape to attract the 
eics* 

8- B u T Modefty confines not it felf to 
the Face ^ she is there only in shadow and eifi- 
gie : but is in life and motion in the words, 
whence she banishes all Indecency and Rude- 
nefs, all inlblent Vauntings ^ and fupercilious 
Difdams, and what ever elie may render a Per- 
ion troublefome,, or ridiculous to the Compa- 
pany. Nor do*s she only refine the Language, 
but she tunes it too , modulates the tone and 
accent, admits no unhandlbm earneftnefs, or. 
loudnefs of Difcourfe , the later whereof wa^ 
thought {o undecent in Qameades^ (tho in his 
public Leduies) that the Gymnafiarch re- 
proved him for it. And fure it 'twere not al* 
lowable in a Philofbpher in his School » 'twill 
Icfs become a woman m ordinary converfej 
and if we confult Trav. 7 . 1 1 . and 9. we shall 
find loudnefs and clamor in women coupled 
with inch oth&r epithets » as will fiircly not 
much recommend it. A womans tongue snould 
indeed be like the imaginary Mufic of the 
Spheres » fweet and charming , but not to bo 
heard at diftance. 

9. An Das Modefty prcfcribes the manner, 
fo it do's alio the mefure of fpeaking ; reftrains 
all exceflive talkativenefs , a fault incident to 
flone but the bold i tha monopolizing of DiA 

courfft 



8 THE LADIES CALLING. P a «. y . I. 



■*«:^ 



courie being one of th^ greateft aflumings U 
maginablc, and fo rude an impofing upon the 
company, that there can fcarce be a greater in- 
decency in converfation. This is ingenioufly 
cxpreft by oar Divine Poet Herierfj 

ACivilGuefij 
Will no more talk all^ then eat all the Feaji. 

He that ingrofles the talk, enforces filence up- 
on the reft, an,d fo is prefumed to look on them 
only as his Auditors and Papik, whilft he ma- . 
gillerioufly did: ates to them : wliich gave oc- 
cafion to Socrates to fay, It is arrogance to-Jpeak 
all^ and to be willing to hear nothing. It is 
* indeed univcrfally an infolent unbecoming 
thing, but moft pecuUady fo in a woman. 

10. The ancient Romans thought it fo 
much foj that they allowed not that Sex to 
Ipeak publicly, tho it werc in their own necef- 
fary oefence; infomuch that w^lien Ame/ia 
ftood forth to plead her own caufe in the Se- 
nate, they k)okt on it as fo prodigious a thing, 
that they, font to confult tho Oracle what it 

'.aprtended to the State. And tho thefe firft fe- 
ferities were fooh loft in the fiiccefles of that 
Empire, Valeriids Maximus could find but two 
more , ^ hofe either neceflity or impudence , 
perfwaded them torepete this unhandfom at- 
temt. 

11. A K D this great i ndccency of Loquaci- 
ty in Womcni I am willing to hope is the rea- 

fon 
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Ion why that Sex is io generally charged with 
it'y not that they arc all guilty, but that when 
they are , it appears fb unhandfbm, as makes it 
the more eminent and reimarkable. Whether 
it were firom that ungracefulnels of the thing, 
or firom the propenfion Women have to it , I 
shall not deternun 5 but we find tlie Apoftle ve- 
ry earneft in his cautions againft it> i Cor. 14. 
3 f . He expiefly enjoins W omen to keepjilence 
in the Churchy where he ;^rms it is a shame 
for them to ^ak : and tho this ieems only re- 
ftrain'd to the Ecclefiaftical Aflemblies , yet 
even fo it reaches home to the gifted Women 
of our age , who take upon them to be Teach- 
ers - whereas he allowed them not to Ipeak in 
the Church, no not in order to learning, tho a 
more modeft defign then that of teaching. 
But befides this, he has a more indefinite pre- 
fcription of filence to Women, i Tim. 2 11. 
Letwimm teamin filence ; and again, v. 12. H 
be in filence. The Apoftle feems to ground the 
Phrate) not only on the inferiority of thewo- 
man in regard of the creation and firft fin, v. 
13. 14^ but alfo on the prefiimtion that they 
needed inftrudion, towards which filence has 
alwaies bin reckoned an indiipenfible qua- 
lification ^ the introduiftory precept in aH 
Schools , as that wlierein all attention is 
founded. If fome women of our age ^xvk. 
they have optgon that novice ftate the Apo- 
ftle fuppofes, and want no teaching; I muft 

B crave 
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Crave leave to believe, they want that very 
firft Principle which fliould fet them to learn, 
vi%. the knowledg of their own ignorance : 
a fcience which fb grows with ftudy and con* 
fideration , that Socrates after a long life ipent 
in puriiiit ofwifdom, gavethisasth^ fumof 
his learning , This only Iknaw , that I know no^ 
thing. This proficiency feems much wanting 
to our female Talkers , who , in thii , feein to 
confute the common Maxim , and give what 
they have not/, by making their ignorance 
vifibleto others, tho it be undifcernable to 
themfelves: andtofuch we may not unfitly 
apply the Sarcafm of Zeno to a talkative 
Youth J their ears are fain into their tongue. 

12.. But befides this afluming fort of talk- 
ativenefs, there is another ufually chareed 
upon the Sex, a meer chatting > pratling hu- 
mor^ which maintains it felt at the colt of 
tlieir neighbors , and can never want liip- 
plies as long as there is any body within the 
reach of their obfervation. This I would 
fain hope is moft the vice of the vulgar fort 
of Women , the education of the Nobler 
fettmg them above thofe mean entertain- 
ments. Yet when 'tis remembred that St. 
^.aul^ 1 Ttm.^. 13. makes Tatling theeffecS: 
of Idlenefs , it may not unreafbnably be fear- 
ed , that where there is moft of the Caufe , 
there will be lome' of the EfFe<3:. And in- 
deed it wouldpuzzle one to conjecture, how 

that 
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that round of formal Vifits among Perlons 
of Quality fliould be kept up without this. 
That their Vifits fliould be only a duml;> Shew, 
none will lufped: among women ^ and when 
the unfafliionable themes of houfe wi ipxy , Pi - 
ety , &c. are excluded , there will not remain ^ 
many Topics of Difcourfe , unlefs this be cal- / 
ledJntofupply. And tliis indeed is a moil in- 
cxhauftible relerve> it having fo many Iprings 
to feed it, that 'tis fcarce poflible it Ihould 
fail. And when 'tis farther confidered , how 
apt a minifter \t is to Envy, Spleen , Re- 
venge , and other feminine Paffions » we can- 
not luppofe it can be unacceptable where a- 
ny of thole bear fway. But J believe it is 
not more frequently introduced by any thing 
then the vanity oif Wit , which has no where 
a more free and exorbitant range then in cen- 
faring and deriding; nay, nnds not only 
Exereife but triumph too, vain Perfbns fel- 
dom confidering the Infirmities or Follies of 
others , without Ibme Complacencies , and al^ 
fuming reflections on th^mfelves; which how 
unagreeable it renders this liberty of talking 
to that Modefty we recommend , is obvious 
enough. And would God *twere only oppo- 
fit to that ; but it is no lefs ^o to all the Ob- 
ligations of Juftice and Charity alfo, which 
are fcarce to frequently violated by any 
thing 5 as by this licentioulhefs of tiie tongue. 

13. There is yet another vice of it, for ! 

B 2 ' which 
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which the female Sex has bin generally ac- 
cused , and that is reveline of fecrets : an m- 
firmity prefum'd fo inci^nt to them , that 
^ AriHatle is faid to have made it one of the 
three things he folemnly repented of) that 
N^ he had ever trufted a Secret with a Woman. 
^ But the greater the prejudice is that they 
lie under in this rcfpeA, the greater ought to 
be their caution to vindicate not only thdr 
Perfons but their Sex , from the imputation, 
which is indeed extremely reprochful : this 
blabbing humor beini^ a fymptomof a loofe, 
impotent foul, a kindof incontinence of the 
nsiind, that can retain nothing committed to 
. it; but as if that dfo had its Diabetic paflion , 
perpetually and almoft infenfiWy evacuating 
all. And indeed however we are willing to 
appropriate this to the Sex,yet the fault is ow* 
ing only to this ili conftitution of the mind, 
wliioh is oft-time« no lefsvifible in men 5 as 
onriie contrary, thofe women who t^rea- 
fon and vertue have acquired a Solidity and 
Firmnefs of mind , areas liire repofitoriesof 
a fecret , as the moft mafculine confident : 
and fuch I have no intent to involve in this 
charge,but rather by propofing their example 
to the reft , fhew that nature has put them un- 
der no fatal neceffity of being thus impotent. 
A fecret is no fuch unmly thing, but it may 
be kept in: they may take the Wife man's 
word for it, Eccluf. i^\io. If thou hi^fl heard 

. award 



Sect. L Of Modeftj. 13 

award let it die with thee ^ and be hold^ it will 
mt bwSi thee. 

14. This is a piece of daring manlinefsy 
which they may aflfed: without breach of 
Modeftyj would Ood they would take tit in 
exchange for that virile Boldnefs, which is 
now too common among many even of the 
h^9i Rank. Such a degenerous age do we 
now live in, that every thing fecms invert* 
cd, even Sexes ; whilft men fall to the Effe- 
minacy and Nicenefe of women , and women 
take up the Confidence , the Boldnefs of men, 
and this too under the notion of good Breed- 
ing. A blu^h ( tho formerly reputed the color 
ofVertue } is accounted worfe manners then 
thofe things which ought to occafion it^ 
and fiich as nothing but the (implicity of a 
Country Girl can excufe. But the infirmity 
for the moft part proves very corrigible • a 
few weeks of the Town Difciplinc wears off 
that piece ofRufticity, and advances them 
to a modish AiTurance. Nor is that deficja'd 
to terminate in it felf , but it is to carry mem 
on , till they arrive to a perfetil Metamor- 
pliofis , their Gefture , their Language % nay 
fomtimes their Habit too bdng aftec9:edly 
mafculine 5 fb that what Tacitus fpeaks of ^- 
telUus in relation, to his being a prince , we 
may apply to them , and fay , that if others 
did not rememberthem to be women , thetnfelves 
could eafify forget it^ 

If. Yet 



14 THE LADIES CALLING. Part. L 

If. Yet were this afFedtationcorifin'd only 
to the more innocent indifferent things , 
•'turere more tolerable ; but" alas it extends 
farther , and there are women who think they 
have not made afufficient efcapefrom their 
fex , 'till they haveaflumed the Vices of men 
too. A Ibber modeft Dialed: is too effemi- 
nate for them : a bluftring ranting ftile is ta- 
ken up , and( to fliew them proficieAts in it) 
adorn'd with all tlie Oaths and Imprecations 
their memory or invention caii mpply; as 
if they meant to vindicate their fex from the 
imputation of Timeroufhefs by daring God 
Almighty. 'Tis tme indeed , an Oath founds 
gratingly out of whatever mouth , but out of 
a womans it hath fuch on uncoth harfhnefs, 
that xhere is no noife on this fide Hell can be 
mbre amazingly odious j Yet this is a mufic 
this difcordant age hath introduced , no for- 
mer having I think ever heard it in places at 
all civilized. So that the fetnale fweairers 
want that poor fhadow of excufe the men 
pretend to 5 it having binfo far fromcufto- 
raary , that the unwontednefs could not but 
force thfcm to Ibme induftry and pains , e're 
they could acquire the habit , and ict up for 
female Hedors ; an eflay , wherein they nave 
bin ver}'^ kind to the mafculine , by (hewing 
the world there can be fomthing worfe. 

16. Tis faid there want not fbme who 
complete the demonftration by tlie other pa- 

raUel 
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rallel quality of Drinking alfo ^ a vice dete- 
ftabie in all> but prodigious in women , who 
put a double violence upon their nature, the 
one in the intemperance , the other in the 
immodefty. Ancl tho they may take their 
immediate copy from men y yet ( to the praife 
of their proficiency ) they out-do their Ex- v^7 
emplar and draw near the Original; nothing 
human being fb much beaft as a drunken wo- 
man. This is evident enough if we look on- 
ly on the mere furface of rhecrime ; but if 
we dive farther into its inferences and ad- 
hercnces, the affirmation is yet more irrefra- 
gable# She who is firft a proftitute to Wine, 
will -ibon be to Lult alfb : fhehasdifmift her 
Guards > difcardedall the fuggeftions ofrea- 
ibn 9 as well as Grace ; and is at the merqy of 
any, of evety aflailant. And when we con- 
fider how much fuller the world is of f^tn- 
rums d^en Jofefhs , it will not be hard to guefs 
the fat6. of that womans Chaftity , which has 
no other bottom tiien that of mens.So that un- 
lefs her vice fecure her vertue , andtheloath- 
ibmneis of the one, prevent atteints on the o- 
ther, 'tis fcarce imaginable a woman that 
lofes her Sobriety ftiould keep her Honefty . 
So that indeed I might more properly have 
made this refledibn when I come to fpeak 
of Modefty in the fecond notion ofit^ as it 
is oppqs'd to Lightnefs and Wantonnefs : but 
it falls not much amifs now , to be the intro- 
dudlLcmtpit. 17. And 
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17. And if wc confidcr Modefty in this 
ieafe, we (hall find it the moil: indifpenfable 
requifite of a woman ; a thing £6 eflential and 
natural to the lex., that every the leaft de- 
cliflation from it , is a proportionable rece- 
ding from Womanhood , but the total aban* 
doning it ranks them among Brutes , naVfets 
them as far beneath thofe > as an acquir'dfvile- 
nels is below a native. I need make no col* 
ledlion of the verdid:s either of the Philofo- 
phers or Divines in the cafe > it being ib much 
an inftincSl of nature, that tho too many* 
make a fliift to fupprefs it in themfelves , yet 
they cannot fo darken the notion in othersi 
but that an Impudent woman is lookt on as a 
kind of Monfter, a thing diverted and di- 
ftorted from its proper form. That therms 
indeed a ftrange repugnancy to naturc , neeaS 
00 otlier evidence then the ftrugling^ and 
difficulty in thefirft violations ot Modefty, 
which d^waies begin with regrets and blufh- 
cs, and require a great deal of Self-denial, 
much of vicious Fortitude , to encounter 
with, the lecoilings and upbraidings^of their 
own.ipinds. 

18. I make no doubt but this age has ar-^ 
tiv'd to as compendious arts of this kind, as 
induftrious vice can fuggeft , and w^e have 
but tpo many inftances of eaxly proficients 
in this learning ^ yet I dare appeal even to 
tlie forwardeft of tiiem > whether at firft they 
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could not with more eafehave kept their ver- 
tue then loft it. Certainly fuch are the Hor- 
rors /and Shames that precede thofe firft 
Guilts ,. that they muft commit a rape upon 
themlelves ( force their own relud:ancies and 
averfions ) before they can become willing 
proftitutesto others. This their Seducers feem 
well to underftand , and upon that fcore are 
at ^ the pains of {o many preparatory courc- 
ings , fuch expence ofprelents too^ as if this 
were lb uncouth a crimen that there were no 
hope to introduce it but by a confederacy of 
fomc more famihar vices, their Pride orCo- 
vetQulhefs. 

i^. The beft way therefore to counter- 
miiii^ thofe Stratagems of men , is for women 
to be fufpicioufly vigilant even of the firft 
appifoches. He that means to defend a Fort, 
muft not abandon the Outworks , and (he 
that will fecureher Chaftity , muft never let 
it come to too clofea fiege, but repell the 
very firft and molt remote infinuations of a 
Tcintcr. Therefore when we fpeak of Mo- 
defty inrour prefent notion of it , we are not 
to oppofe it only to thegrofler adt, oflncon- 
tinency; but to all thofe misbehaviors, which 
either difcover or may create an inclination 
to it; of which fort is all Lightnefs of car- 
riage, wanton glances , obfcene difcourfe; 
things that Ihew a woman fo weary of hfir 
honor, that the next comer may reafonably 

C expe<a 
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cxped a furrender, and confeque^tly be invi- 
ted to the Aflault. Indeed they are mch, that 
one would rather think them the refult of 
many ad:s , then merely the Prologue to one^ 
/ and that nothing but a cuftom of private fin, 
could fupply impudence' enough to do what 
is fo publicly fcandalous : and where this is 
found in thofe of any confiderable age , cha- 
rity if felf can fcarce pafsa milder cenfijre. 
Yet poffibly in thofe of the youngeft fqrt , 
they may at firft be taken up (as their drefs 
is) merely in imitation of others, embraced im- 
plicitly upon the autority of thofe ^ whofe ex- 
amples govern the modes. When a poor girl, 
who has ftill fo much of the child as to admire 
every thing that glitters, lees thefe things 
ufed by the gay people of the world , /tis no 
wonder if (he take tnefe as part of their ac- 
complifliments, and upon peril of that formi- 
dable calamity of being unfafhionable , con- 
form to them. Which yet does not fo much 
extenuate the guiltof thofe fcM^ feduced per- 
Ibns, as it aggravates that of the Seducers, and 
attefts the Itrange corruption of the age, that 
thofe things which the lefs hardned fort of 
proftitutes were formerly afliamed of, should 
now pals into the frequency and avowednels 
of a fashion , become a part of Difcipline and 
Inftitution of youth 5 as if vice now difdain'd 
to have any punies in its fchool , and there- 
fore by a prepofterous anticipation > makes 

its 
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its pupils begin where they were wont to endj 
initiates them at firft into that shamelefsnefs, 
which was wont to bothe procIud:onlyofa 
long habit* What the end will be of theie Pi- 
queerers in impudence, who thus put their 
vertqe on the forlorn hope , is eafy to divine. 
Yet is not this the only Itate of danger : they 
who keep their ranks > and tho they do not 
provoke aflaults , yet flay to receive them , 
may be far enough from fafety. She that 
lends a patient ear to the praifes of her Wit 
or Beauty, intends at firft perhaps only to gra- 
tify her vanity 5 but when she is once charm'd 
with that Sirens long , bewitqht with that 
Flattery, she infenfibly declines to a kindaels 
for thatperfon that values her fo much: and 
when that ipark shall beblow'd up by perpe- 
tual remonftrances of PaOloUf and perhaps 
httle Romantic artifices of pretending to 
die for her, with a thoufand other tricks, 
which luft can fuggeft , 'twill like the Nap^ 
tha Naturalifts ipcak of, m a moment grow 
to an unquenchable flame , to the mine both 
of her vertue and honor. 

20 Let no woman therefore prefumeup 
on the innocence of her firft intentions-, she 
maydswellj upon confidence of a found con- 
ftitution , enter a peft-houle, and converfe 
with the plague, whole contagion do's not 
more fubtily infinuateit felf, then this fort 
of temtation. And, as in that cafe she would 
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not ftay to define what were the critical 
diftance, at which she might approch with 
fafety , but would run as tar from it as she 
could J fo in this , it no lels concerns her , to 
remove her felf from the poffibility of dan- 
ger/ and (how unfashionable- Ibever it be) 
to put on fuch a fevere Modefty , that her 
very looks should guard her, and difcourage 
the molt irppudent affailant. *Tis faid of jPw- 
lopemenj that the Lacedemonians finding it 
their interell to corrupt him with mony , 
they were yet fo polleft with the reverence 
of his vertues, that none durft undertake to 
attaque him^ and fijre 'twere not impoffible 
for women to arrive at the fame fecurity : 
fiich an autority there is in Vertue, that where 
'tis eminent , 'tis apt to controle all loole de- 
fires, andhemuft nptbe only luftful but fa- 
crilegious, that attemts to violate fuch a 
Sanctuary. 

21. But perhaps that fex may fear , that 
by putting on fiich a Stridnefs, they shall 
lofe the glory of their Beauty, which is now 
'teflimated by the number of thofe who court 
and adore them. To this in the firft place I 
muft fay , that they are milerable Trophies to 
Beauty that muft be built on the ruins of vcr- 
tue and honorjandshethatto boaft the length 
of her hair should hang her felf in it , would 
but ad the fame folly in a lower inftance. 

22. But then fecondly , 'tis a great mi- 
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ftake to think theirBeauty shall be lefs prized, 
fince 'tis incident to mans nature to efteem 
thofe things moft tliat are at diftance> whereas 
an ealie and cheap dclcen^ begets contemt. So 
long as ttey govern themfelves by the exa(3: 
rules of Prudence and Modefty , their lufter 
is hke the Meridian Sun in its clearnels , 
which tho lefs approchable , is counted more 
glonous i bat when they decline from thofe,. 
they are like that Sun in a cloud , which tho 
fafeher gazed on , is not half fo bright. But 
befides thefe collateral advantages , 'tis cer- 
tain that Modefty gives an immediate and di- 
rect improvement to Beauty, for tho men 
for their own vicious ends wish them fevered, 
yet they cannot but think they are the moft 
amiable when united , and you shall hear 
them often commend the afped: of that Mo- 
defty , which they would fain circumvent. 

23. B u T in the 3^ place , there is nothing 
but fuch a Refervednefs that can indeed mdie 
their Beauty triumphant. Parly and conqueft 
are the moft diftant things ^ and fhe that de- 
fcends to treat with an aflailant, whatever 
he may tell her of his being her captive , 'tis 
but in order to the making her his^ which 
when (lie once is, there is no ftate of fervi- 
tude half fb wretched ,' nothing in the world 
being io flaviflil v abjed: as a proftitute wo- 
man. For befides all the intereft of another 
Ufe which fhe bafely refigns, (he facrifices all 

that 
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that is valuable in this: her reputation she 
puts wholly in his power thit has debauched 
her, and which is worfe her reformation too. 
If she should have a mind to return to vertue, 
she dares not for fear he should divulge her 
former ftrayings froin it : fo that , like Cati- 
line ^ she is engaged to future evils to fecure 
the paft. Yea she fubjeds her felf not only 
to his luft, but to all his humors and fancies, 
nay even to all thofe who have bin inftru- 
mental to their privacies , none of them all 
being to be difpleas*d for fear of blabbing: 
and when 'tis remembre4 , what afortofcat- 
tel they are > which are the engines in fuch 
affairs, there can Icarce be any thing more de- 
plorable then to be within their lash. *Tis true 
indeed , fbme have found a way to cure this 
.uneafinefs by being their own delators, not 
only confeffing but boafting their crime , and 
by an impudent owning prevent all accufa- 
tions ; yet even this ferves but to atteft the in- 
tolerablenef^ of the former condition , when 
this wor/t of mifchiefs is chofe as a refcue. 
Their impatience of being alwaies in awe, 
makes them take up that refolution for in- 
fomy , which Cefar did for death > who faid, 
*Twas better to die once then to be alwaies>in 
fear. And tho this defperate Remedy may 
cure the fear , yet it afcertains the reproch ^ 
for whereas in the impeachment of others 
there is place for doubt , and charity may 

promt 
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promt fbme to disbelieve it, yet when die hSt 
is jiillified by the offender , the evidence i% un- 
controlable , and withall doubles the infamy. 
For befides that which adheres to the crime, 
there is a diftin<ft portion due to the impu- 
dence; yet like the Scorpion it muft cure its 
o<vn fting,and tho it increafes the obloquy, 
yet it deadens the fenle of it. 

24. But when they have thus fteerd their 
foreheads againft all impreflions ofShame,they 
are ftili liable to many other painful efFedts 
of their lin. What fears of being abandon- 
ed, what jealoufies of rivals , do often tor- 
ture them? And indeed not without ground: 
for they cannot but know , that the fame 
humor of variety which engaged their Para- 
mors in their love , may do the fame for ano- 
ther, and fo on; it being as poffibleto grafp 
the air, as to confine awandringluft. Be- 
fides, what anxious apprehe,nfions have they 
of the approch of age^ which they are fure 
will render them loathed and delpicable , as 
alfo of all intermedial decaies- of Beauty? 
How critically do they examine their glafs? 
and every wrinkle that reprefents in their 
face becomes a deep gash in the heart. But 
if they have at any time the lefure ( or indeed 
the courage ) to look inward , the view is 
yet more dreadful , a deformed foul , fpoil'd of 
its innocence, and rendered almoft as bru- 
tish as the fin it has confentedto. But tho 

it 



24 THE LADIES CALLING. Part. I. 

it be in fome refpedts like the beaH that p- 
risheth 9 itis not, it cannot bp in that which 
would moll availit: an -endlefs being it can- 
not lofe , nor can it exped: any thing from 
that pieeminence of its nature, but an infipi- 
t)'^ of mifery. This is fuch an amazing (con- 
templation , as methinks, were it infifted on, 
shoald allay the hotteft bloody no impure 
flames being fo fierce as to conteft with thole 
of unquenchable fire. It is therefore tho a 
.very impious, y^t no unskilful artifice of 
thofe,who would vitiate women in their man- 
ners, to corrupt them in their Principles , and 
by extinguishing all hopes or fears of another 
World , perfwade them to immerfe boldly in- 
to all the abominations of this. 'Tis faid, 
this is now an art of wooing , the modern 
preludiimi to the bafeft propolals : it feems 
this age dares not truft only to the former 
waies of feducement , fears there will not be 
women enough that will foirget theinterefts 
of another World j and therefore is fain to 
let up a Hew party of others to disbej^ieve it. 
And I fear that defign has bin too profperous : 
many women are fo much more concerned for 
their bodies then their fouls, that they are 
•contented the one should • be elevated up- 
on the depreflion and debafement of the o- 
ther s and whilft with a vain tranfport, they 
can hear their out ward, from applauded as 
Angelical, or Divine;, they can very tamely 

endure 
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fendtire to have their better part vilifiedand 
delpifed J defin'd to be only a pufF of air m 
their noftrils y which will fcatter with their 
expiring breath, or in the Atheift's phrafc, 
ffifd. 6. 6. vanish as the joft air. Whereas 
they Ihould confider, that they who preach 
this do<a:rine to them, defignit only to in- 
fer a pernicious ufe. Tis a Maxim in Politics, 
that thofe counfils are fiifpicioufly to be 
fcan'4 > which carry in their front the advi-* 
fers intereft ; which certainly is never mort . 
vifiblethen in this cafe; he that once gains 
this point, never needing to conteft for all 
the reft. For he that can perfwade a woman 
out of her foul , willfoon command her bo- 
dy; and then what was at firft his intereft, be- 
comes hers at laft ; and her wiflies of the mor- 
tality of her foul , are much ftronger then *tis 
poflible her belief of it could be : which con- 
firms abundantly my affirmation of the fer- 
vile j wretched condition of lucha perfon. 
For ii we judg that a very fevere fiavery , 
which makes people defirous to refign a tem- 
poral being, what (hall we think of that which 
provokes them to renounce an eternal ? 

If. And now by this gi;adation of mif- 
chiefswemay jiidg of the deplorable ftateof 
thofe who have abandonee! their Vertue y 
wherein I doubt not the confciences of many 
cannot only attelb, but may improve the de- 
fcription 5 and all I fliall fay to luch , is only 

D' to 
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to coafiilt that bofbm monitor , which titl 
they do ) all Homilies will be infignificant. 
My defign was not theretore to tell them what 
they too well feel , but only to point put their 
wrecks as warnings to others. 

%!$. L IS T all thofe therefore who are yet 
untainted, and by being lb , have their judge- 
ments clear and unbiaft , confider foberlythe 
miferyof the other condition, and that not 
only to applaud, but fecure their own ; and 
when ever die outward pomps and gaudy 
iplendorsof a vitiated woman feem , like that 
of Cnfus^ toboaft theirhappinefej let them 
look thro that Fallacy , and anfwer with 
S$lon 9 that thofe only are happy who are Jo at 
their end* Their moftexquilite deckings are 
but like the garlands on a beaft de(ign*d forSa- 
crifice i their richeft gems are but the chains, 
not of their ornament but flavery ; and their 
gorgeous apparel , like that of ii^r*^, covers 
perhaps a putrid body, (for even that doth 
not leldom prove their fate} or however, a 
more putrid foul. They who can thus con- 
fider tlierai will avoid one great fnare; for 
'tis not alwaies fo much the luft of the fl^efli, 
as that of the eies which betraiesa woman. 
Tis the known infirmity of the Sex > to love 
gaiety, and a Iplendid appearance, which 
renders aJi temtationsof tnat fortfo conna- 
tiral to them , that thofe who are not arrived 
to a more fober cftimate of things , will f^arcc 

be 
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be iecare. It will therefore be neceflary for 
them to regalate their opinions^ aad reduce 
all iuch things to their jail value ^ and then 
they will appear io trifling , that they can ne- 
ver maintain any competition with the more 
foUd interelts of Veitue and Honor. For tho 
thole terjtisiaem in this loofe age to be ex« 
plodedi Y^t where the things are vifible they 
extort a Iccret veneration % even from thoie 
itrho think it their concern publicly to deride 
them : whereas pn the other fide a de£ei^ion 
from them ejcpofes to all the contenit imagi* 
nable^renders them defpis'd even by thofe wh6' 
betraid them to \i% leaves a perpetudll bloc 
upon their Names 5 and their Family. For 
in the charader of a woman > let Wit and 
fieatity and all female accomplifhmeuts ftand 
in the front k yet ifwantonnefs bring up the 
rear, the Satyr foon devours the PafiegyriCjj 
and , as in an Bcho ^ the laii words only will 
reverberafe) and her vice will be reiiiembred 
whtn all the reft Will be forgot. But I need 
not d^clame upon this theme 1 the Son of Sy^ 
fdch has (km it to my hand , in many pafia- 
gfes^ but efepccially Ecchf^ 23. to which I . 
refer the Reader. 

g2i Wfai AT hath bin already faid^ is, I 
fuppoie , iufficient to convince every woman^ 
how mudh it is her concern to keep her fclf 
ftri^Sfcly within the bounds of Modefty and 
Vertue^ In order to whlbh , there is nothing 

D 2 more 
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more important then a jndicious choice of 
their Company ; I iiiean[ not only for men; 
but \n>men alfo. Vice is (X>ntagii)us ^ and 
this efpecially has that worft qiiality of the 
Plague , that 'tis' mahcious , and would infed: 
others, A woman that knows^her lelffcah- 
dalbus, thinks (he is reprocht by the vertue 
of another , looks on her as one that is made 
to, reprove her waies^ as it is Wifd.2. 14. and 
therefore in her own defence- ftrives t(> level 
the inequality ,' not by reforming her ielf ^ 
( that fhe thinks t6o hard'a task ) but by cor- 
rupting the otherv * To this end fuch are wil-. 
ling to fcrewithemfelves into an acquain- 
tance, will be offi0i6ufly kind, and by aU 
^rts of condefcention and obliging > endevoc 
to enftiare a woman of reputation into thdt 
intimacy. And if they fucCeed , if they can' 
but once. entangle her into that cobweb- 
friendfliip 5 they t4ien, Imder-lifce ; infufe; their 
venem , never leave their vile infinuations 
till they havepoifoned and ruined her. Btit 
and if on the other fide they meet with one 
of too much fagaCity to be fo entrapped 5 if 
they cannot taint her Innocence, tney will 
endevor to blaft her Fame 5 reprefent her to 
the World to be what they would have made 
her, that is in the Pfalmifts phrafe , y«r;& an 
one as themfehes^ Pfal. fo. 24. fo that there 
is no converfing wjth them, but withahia- 
nifeft peril either of Vertue or Hoiior , which 
^ fliould 
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fhoal4 metfaiiiks be a fufficient diflWaiive. 
TTis.tme^ 'tia not alwaies in ones power to 
Ihuji themeeting with fiich perfony, they are 
toQ numerous 3 and; too intruding to be total- 
ly avoided ; unlels ^ as St TauJ faies , i Car. f . 
ID. one should go out of the World. But all 
vohiritary cpnverfe fuppoies a choice, and 
there^ite evpry body that will may refrain 
that^may keep on the utmoft frontiers of ci- 
• vility 3; without ever fufFering any approch 
towafiJs iatimac;y. a»d familiarity. .: 

3$«.And fure were this diftance duly ob^ 
ferved , itmight bp of exceUent ufe , a kind of 
Lay^£xcommunicatipn , which might: come 
verv icafonaWq to fiipply the want of the Ec* 
cleimfttci .now ou^rdated. And this feems very 
well CO agree witdi the.fenfe oiSoUm i the wife 
-^r^tfi»r4wLawrgivcr,wlio, befidej that he fhut 
the^Xeoiplie-doors againft them, interdid:ed 
them>thie lacred AifejnbHcs.^ made it one of 
his laws ;^ that an Adulterefs fhpuld not be 
permiittsed. to wear any ornaments ;, that £0 
they mfght in their drefe carry the note of 
their ji^i^my. Should we have the likc:di- 
ftio^lion obferved, i fear many of our gaieft 
bijds would be implumed : ana tho. thfe fame 
be.noft now an expedient pracfticable , yet the 
former is, and might be. of very goad ufe. 
For beHdes that .already mentioned of fecu- 
ring the innocent , it might perhaps have a 
good efFed on the guilty, who could jaotJbat 
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KAe£t with fdma fliam« on themielves, If they 
were thus fingled out aad difcnmiatcsjd ; 
whereas whilft they ai^e ftiflfer^d to mix with 
the bell Societies , (like hurt Deer in an hetd) 
they flatter themfelves they are imdifcerna- 
ble. 

J4.. But indeed the advantage of thii 
courfe is yet, more eXtenfive, and would 
reach the whole Sex » which now feems to lie 
ortder a general fcandal, for die fault of par- 
ticular perfons. We kdow any coniiderable 
number of fmutty ears cafts a blcknefs on the 
whole field ) which yet were theyapaxt, 
would perhaps not fill a fmaU torner 4>f itj 
and inthis uncharitabte age, things ate^apt 
to be denominated not from the grgoter but 
woriar part; whete^ were the piecicnas fe* 
vered from the vile, by fbme nota of 4ii^in- 
<2ion, there might then ^more certiin efti'> 
mate be made : and I cannot be fb Ht^ets to 
womankind » as not to believe the fqimdalditf 
part would then make but a fmill ^ew which 
now makes fb great a noiie. 

3 f . B E s I D B s this I can fugggft bat one 
way more for womeQ of honor to vindicate 
their fti, and ;hat is by making their own 
vertue as ilhiftrious as thgy can; and bythd 
bright shine of that, draw off mens eiesfitom 
the worferpro^d. And to this there is re* i 
quir'd not only innocence , but prudence j to 
abftain, as from all i^eal 6vil) ft from the ap* 
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fearanceof it too , i ThelT f . 22. not > by any 
doubtful or iiifpicious action , to give any 
limbrage for cenfure , but as the Apoftle faies 
in another cafe, 2 Cor. 11. 1 1 . to cut off occa- 
jiofi from them that dejire occajum i to deny 
themfelvesthe moft innocent liberties, when 
any fcandalous inference is like to be deduced 
from them. And tho perhaps no caution is 
enoiigh to lecure/agaii^ the malicious 1 and 
die jealous* tho ^m poflible Ibme black mouth 
may afperfe them , yet t^ey have ftill Tlat&s 
refenre ^ who being told dt fbme who had de^ 
fam'd him , ^tis no matter faid he, I will live 
fo thut nme ihaU believe them. If their lives 
be iuch , that they may acquit thcmfelves 
to the fbberand unprejddicea, they have all 
the iecurity can be aipir^d to in this world; 
the more evincing atteftation they muft at- 
tend from the unerring Tribunal hereafter-, 
where there lies a certain appeal for all injured 
perfons who can calmly w;ait for it. 
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S EC T. 11. 

OfMeekriefs. 

I. T N the next place we may rank Meek- 
. j^ nefi as a neceflary feminine Vertue ^ this 
even Nature ieems to teach , which abhors 
monftrQfities and difproportions , and there- 
fore having allotted to women a morefmooth 
and ibft compofitioh of body , infers there- 
by her intention , that the mind should cor- 
refpond with it. For tho the adulterations 
of art can iieprefentin the fame. Face beauty 
in one pofition, ^nd deformity in another 5 
yet nature is more (incerej and never meant 
afcrene and clear forhead should bethefron- 
tifpiece to a cloudy tempeftuous heart. *Tis 
therefore to be wisht they would take the ad- 
monition , and whilft they coniult their glaf- 
fes, whether to applaud or improve their out- 
ward form , they would caft one look inwards, 
and examine what fymmetry is there held 
with a fair outfide , whether any ftorm of paf- 
iion darken and overcaft their interior beau- 
ty, and ufe at leaft an equal diligence to re- 
/cue that, as they would to clear their face 
from any ftainor blemish. 

2. But it is not nature only which fug^ 

gelts 
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gefts d)is buttbp Gpd of nature too> Mcek^ 
m(^ bf^iag ppt; only recommended to all as 4 
ChriftiftnVertue, but particularly cnjoin'd to 
womea gs« peculiar accomplishment of theii* 
Sex J . T^t, 3, 4. iiirherc after the motion of all 
the exquifitc and coftly deckings of art, thif 
one amammt pf a meek and quiet Jpirit , is con* 
fronted to Jhem , wi^thjs eminent a^tcft^tii^ 
on , that it is in tbejight qj Qidofgrent prke^ 
804 therefore to all who will not enter difpute 
with God >^ and Qonjcft his judgment tit rauft 
be (btoo. Now , tho Meeknefsbe in it ieljf 
a finglc entire Vcrtucj yet it is diverfifi'd , 
iaccording to the ieveral racultiesof thefbuU 
over whidi it has infiuencei (b that thece is 9 
Meeknefs of the Underftanding, « Meekne^ 
of the WiU ,and a Meduiei^ of tl^ Aflfedjrions % 
oU which muft concur to make up the qieek 
and quiet fpirit. 

3 . A M D firft for the Meeknels of the Un- 
derflandingi itconfiftsinapliablenefs tocon^ 
vidjon^ and isdiredly oppofiteto diatfulLen. 
adherence obferirable in too many % who judg 
o£ tenets not by their conformity to truth 
and reafon , but to their propoflemons > and 
cenacioufly r^ain'd opinions i only becaule 
they (or feme in whom they confide ) have 
tmceown^d them $ and certainly fudi a temper * 
is of dl others the moftobftru£I:ive to Wif^ 
dom. This puts them upon the chance of a 
Lotteryi aiMl whatthey firft happen todraWi 

£ determinesi 
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determines them merely upon the priviledg 
of its precedency : lb that nad Mahomet firlt 
fciz'd them , his tenure would have bin as in- 
idefefable as Chrift*s now. How great the 
force of fiich prejudices are , we may fee by 
^he oppofitions it rais'd againft ChrilHan Do- 
dtrine in grois at its firlt promulgation-, the 
Jews blind zeal for the Traditions of their 
Fathers , engaging them in the murder even 
of that veryMeflias whom thofe Traditions 
had taught them to expedt, and after in the 
perfecution of that Dodrine which hisRe- 
lurredrion had fo irref ragably attefted. And 
to juftify the propriety of this obfervation 
to thofe I now write to /tis exprelly affirm*d| 
A5is\7yj, fo. that they made ufe of the zeal 
of the female Profelytes for that purpole. The 
Jews fiitred up the devout and honorable wo* 
men 5 and raised a perfecution againft Paul and 
Barnabas. So that 'tis no unfeafonable ad- 
vice of inch > to be liire they fee well tlieir 
way before they run too fierce a carrier in it; 
oth^rwife the greateft heat without light do*s 
but i-efemble that /of the bottomlefs pit, where 
flames and darknefs do at once conabite^ 

4. But whilft I decry this prejudicateftif- 
neis , I intend not to plead tor its contrary 
extreme , and recommendfa too eafy Flexibi-^ 
lity , which is a temper of equal 9 if not more 
ill confequence then the former. The ad- 
hering to oneopinioncanexpoiiebut to one 

error. 
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error, but a mind that lies open to the ef- 
fluxes of all new tenets 5 may lucceflively en- 
tertain a whole ocean of delufions \ and to be 
thus yielding , is not a Meekncis , bi^t fervilei- 
nefs of Underftanding. ; Indeed 'tis fb great 
a wcaknefs of mind , that the Apoftle fmks 
it ibmwhat below the impotence of Svomen, 
and refembles it to that ol children, Eph.j^. 
14. Yet it feems the folly of fome women had 
leveird them with children in this matter : 
for the fame Apoftle takes notice of fuch , to 
whom as he gives the Epithet oi filly '^ io the 
latter part ot the Charad:er Ipeaks them in- 
corrigibly ib , ever learning , anfl never ahk to 
come to the knowledg of the ttuth , i Tim. 3 . d. 
a defcription which if we compare with our 
times , we muft think prophetic;. For how 
many inftanceshath this age given us of wo* 
men {o led captive ^ who being either afFbcStcd 
with the novelty, or feduced by tlie pretended 
zeal of a new teacher , have given up their un- 
derfl andings to liim:and for a while this ftrong 
man has kept pofleflion : but when a ftronger 
then he hath come , it hasiared as with him in 
the Gofpel , ajouder Zeal or, a newer Dpdlrine 
loon divides his fpoils; and that by force of 
the very fame principle on which hefet up, 
which within a while undermines the latter 
alfo , and lb fucceflively , till the poor profc- 
lyte has bin hurried thro all the mazes ol wild 
error, and at laft perhaps ( like a palate diflra- 
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£ted by tpd mach Vanety } (he fixes Upoti 
that which at fitft (he moft decried. This? 
has bin evetitilally ttuc in lame 5 who letting 
out in the fierceft deceftatiori df Pdj^ty 1 have 
Wandred fo loftg like the blinded Syrians 
% Kin^s 6. 26. that they have at laft fduna 
chemielves in the midft of Samaria^ bv an 
i,nfenfible circular motion bin brought ab^mt 
to that Religion i from whith alone th^ de*- 
fignM to fly. So little do itching ear^ knovr 
irhither they may be carried ; and ifldeedihe 
ear when inted:ed With that prurient hUtnor 
may vie Mifchiefs with the toilgue , which 
St. James tells us Cf^ap. 5. if. «•( tho a little 
nieiiaber} dwtfrld i)f iniquity. 

^. *Tis therefore the moft imporf ant t(}tm 
cemof all, tb fortify that ix> ilwilable piitj 
l^iit 'tis efpeciallyib of women > not only in 
refpedof that nattiral imbecillity, whicK 
j'enders them liable to feducement; but alfo 
becaufe the opinion of theit being fo ,make* 

'them particularly ^im'd at by feducers, For 
as he who is to put off adulterated wares, wil! 

"*" chafe the moft unwaiy chapmeil 5 fo thefeSov 
phift:ieators of Divinity defire the moft lin-^ 
difccrning auditors. And truly that £0 ma-* 
ny of that Sex are Jo , I do not fo much ihiw 
jnite to any natural defedl , as to the loofe 
notions they have of Religion, ©f which they 
have perhaps Ibm^ general confufed appre- 
hendom, but have fo little penetrated the 

depth 
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depth cf it i that they knov m^t why they 
sre cyiftians richer then Turks ^Htl^y <yfth« 
Chtirch of England TA^tt theti thatof J^mm'^ 
otGeiteva. And while they are thusanfixti 
^d haye no better pducij^e then Cuftom 
^d compliance j they have Nothing to anfwer 
to ikny the grofleft <kceit that can be obtmd. 
edn|)onthein, irhich for ought they know 
ot have confider^d may be a^ true as any thing 
riiey fortiiefly pfofeft. Now when anyone? 
in this condition shdll be alHuilGedi not only 
by thei rcpeted importilmties of falle teachJ 
ers, bat alio by ingfefflinated threatnings of 
hell and damitatiOn} she is Ukd oue aWaked 
by theontcry of fire, and in that afflaze will 
be apt to run whetti'evertie firft.difcoverei: 
of her danger shall lead her. 

6. I Shall therefore -moft edrnefily re- 
commend it as the belt Aritidoter^aiuft the 
poifoft of novel Doifttirtes , tocxanritte wdl 
the grounds of the old, For want of this it' 
is that our Church has bin expofedf a fb many* 
frivolous cavils , it being toa incident to the 
perverfe Pride of hdntan riattnre , to fpeak e- 
vil of things we uuderftand not. And had 
our she-zeiots firft confulted fbme lober 
gttidsi, ktid^ta. fheni nttderftood upon what 
grounds the Pra<a:ice as well asDodJtrine of 
our Church was founded, they could not fo 
eafily have bin carried, iway i^ even wind of 
l^p^fth a* the Apoftfephratesi*., Eph. 4. 14. 

7. Inpecp 
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7. Ikdeed this is no more then Common 
^^ice exadiS) which forbids the cdn4enHi- 
ing even the vileft . malefad:or unheard yj^znd 
unheard and not underftood-, are in this cafe 
terms equivalentVyet fure they ow fomthing 
more to that Cnurch from whoie rainiftry 
themfelves muft confels to have derived their 
Chnftianity ^ in whole bolbm they have bin 
chensht> and confeguently may plead a mo* 
thers right inthem/Sothat.unlefepofleffionj 
which fortifies civil rights , deftroies the Ec- 
clefiaftic ; she may challenge befides that na- 
tural juflice ( which is the common due of 
Humanity) a parental relpedl and reverence, 
a debt which is fure very ^ill anfwered by 
thole who caft off her obedience before they 
have at all confidered what it is she com- 
mands. And if the abdicating a child be 
a. thing fb unnatural 5 as needs fbme very 
wnportant cauie to juftify it i the renouncing* 
of a Parent muft require a reafon as fartranl- 
cending that as the guilt do'j , if it be cauflefs ; 
and fuch it muft inevitably be iii alii, who for 
want of due examination, fiifFer themfej,ves 
to be led into grpundlefs prejudices anddit 
gufts, . 

8. To prevent that guilt and 4 multitude 
of others which foring from it, I muft again 
lepete my Propbuil , th^t women of Quality 
(who /are prefumed to want neither Parts 
nor leifure tot it ) would a little look into ;he 

infirde 
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iniide of the Religion they profefs : if it be 
a true one , 'twill bear the inlpeiflion , troth 
never shunning the light 5 if it be not, the 
difcovery cannot be too early. And indeed 
among the many remarkable impreffes of 
truth oar Church bears , this is one , that she 
do's not blindfold her Proielytes , leaves them 
theufe of their difcerning Faculty,, and do's 
not by obtrading upon them an implicit bc- 
hef , force them to lay down their Reaibn 
when they take up their Faith. And now 
why should not Ladies Ipenda few of their 
many idle hours in this inquifition ^ I mean^ 
not to embark themielves in a maze of con* 
trovcrfies , but only ''to difcern thofe 0ain 
grounds of Truth on which our Church 
builds 5 which if well digefted, will prove a 
better Amulet againft delufion then the read, 
ing whole Tames of difputations , more apt to 
diltracfJ: then fortify their underltandings. 
And had they thus don , had their minds bia 
ballafted by fbber principles, fo many of 
them had never made up the triumphs of ib 
many and lb various feducers, And thoto 
fuch this advertifement may come too latip 
( like affiflrance after a defeat ) yet it may be a 
leaibnable caution toothers: and totnofel 
offer it f as that very temper wherein confifts 
that rational Meeknefs of the Underftand- 
ing I would recommend to them , which is 
equdly violated by a blind Obftinacy , or as 
bhud a Flexibility. ^ 9. A 
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^. A Sfs^QVP fort of M^uefj » that of 
jttfce Will, which lies m its juft fubordina^i- 
«ia , wd fubimflipA to a roof e fw^me Aiito* 
ficy» Mrhjfthitt Divine thing? i? the Will of 
Godi in Natural or Motal, fight B;^loa} 
iSLftd jij human Confutations » the command 
ipf Su^emLors, And fo long as th6. will governs 
it felf by thefe in their reipe<3:ive Orders, 
it tranfgiefles not the Meeknefs requir'd of it. 
jBut experience atteft, that the Will is now 
ia its depravation aftinlperiQ^s Faculty, apt 
to Cflit off that fabje<5^ion to which it was 
d^gn'd) and a<% iad^odently fi»m thofe 
motives whi<^ should influetice it. This Csod 
knows iftooieommoninall AgesjallXDondi. 
tiom find Sexes: bntthe Feminine hes mote 
efpeciaily under an ijU name &>i it. Whe* 
tfaer that have gtown from the bw opinion 
conceived of th^r Reafoo » lefs able to main* 
tain its :Eia^, or from themulti|di'd faabi- 
mal iaftaaoes themfelves have given of unmly 
Wills, I shall; not uadertake to determine j" 
but either way 'tis, I am fiiire , fc great a re^ 
pmch as riiey should be very iaduftrious to 
wipe off. And truly I know nothing more 
iflcenctve to that endeavor, theo the having a 
jighteftimateofriieHa^inersflis wellasVer- 
tm of a governable Will. How caUnly do 
thofe ghde thro all (even the rougheft ) e- 
yents» thaf can but nmfter that flsibbom Fa^ 
culty ^ A will refign'd to God's , how do'$it 

enervate 
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enervate and enfeeble any calamity ? Nay in- 
deed it triumphs over it, and by thatcon- 
jandtionwith him that ordains it, may be 
iaid to command even what it lufFers. Twas 
a Philoib{^cal Maxim , that a Wile moral 
maa could not be injured , could not betni- 
ierable. But lure 'tis much more trae of him 
who has that divine Wifdom of Chriftian re- 
iignation) that twifts and inwraps all his choi- 
ces with God's, and is neither at the pains 
nor hazards of his own ele<2ions ; but is fe- 
core 1 that unlefe Omnifcience can be deceiv- 
ed, or Omnipotence defeated, he (hall have 
what is really bell forhinj. 

ix>. Proportionable ( tho not equal ) 
to th|S , is the happinefs of a Will regulated 
by R^afbn in things within its Spliere : \ii 
the dignity of human Nature, and that which 
diftinguiflies it from that of Bcafts. Yea , e- 
ven thoie grow more contemtible in tlieir 
kinds, the farther they are removed from it. 
The ftupid fturdinels of an A{s has rendered 
it Proverbial for folly, when the traAablcnefs 
of other Animals has tcmted fbme to lift them 
among Ratipnals. Befides reafbn affords 
fbmtfaing of a B^Uis and Foundation for the 
Will to bottom on. He that governs him- 
felf by Reafon ( that being ftili the fame ) 
will ad: equally and confonant to himielf ; 
but he that do^s a thing this moment, only 
bccaufe he will , may the next have as <*rcigh- 

F ty 
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ty^n argament to do fomthing* quite contra- 
ry •, and lb may Ipend his whole time in unra* 
veiling his Spiders webs , as the Prophet right- 
ly calls the vain defigns of fuch bratiflimen, 
Ifa. f p. 5. Not to fpeak of the recoilings and 
uphraidings ot the rational faculties , which 
arc the uneafy attendants of thofe who refill 
its more dired: admonitions •, there is nothing 
expofes to more fecular ruins. An ungover- 
nable Will is the moft precipitous thing ima-. 
ginable , and like the Devil in the Swine , 
hurries headlong to deftrudrion; and yet de- 
prives one of that poor referve , that faint 
comfort of the miferable> Pity^ which will 
not be fo much invited by the mifery , as a- 
verted by that wilfulnefs wliich caufed it. Nay 
indeed , fo Uttle can fuch perfons exped: the 
conjpaffion of others , that 'twill be hard for 
them to afford themfelves their own: the 
confcioufnefs that their calamities are but the 
iffues of their own pelrverfnefs , being apt to 
difpoiethem more to hate then pity. And 
this is no Imall accumulation of wretchednefs, 
when a man fuffers not only diredlly , but 
at the rebound too •, reinflids his miferies up- 
on fumfelf by a grating refled:ion on his own 
madnefs. Yea fo great an aggravation is it, 
that even Hell it felf is enhanced and com- 
pleated by itj all the torments there being edg- 
ed and fliarpned by the woful remembrance y 
that they might once have bin avoided. 

II In 
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II. In the laft place a Will diily fubmif- 
five to lawful Superiors 9 is not only an amia- 
ble thing in the eies of others , but exceeding* 
ly happy to ones lelf 5 'tis the parent of peace, 
and order both pubUc and private. A blefling 
io confiderable , as is very cheaply bought 
with a Httle receeding from ones own will or 
humor: whereas the contrary temper is the 
Ipring and original of infinit confufions^ the 
grand incendiary which lets Kingdoms , 
Churches, Families, in combuftionj a flat 
contradiction not only to the word , but e- 
ven the works of Godj a kind of Anticrea* 
tive power, which reduces things to that 
Chaos from whence God drew them. Our 
age has given us too many and too pregnant 
inftances ofdts piifchievous effects, which 
may lerve to enhance the value of that go- 
vernable malleable temper I now recommend. 
And as a will thus refign'd to Reafon and juft 
Autority, is a felicity all rational natures 
should alpire toj fp e^^ecially the feminine 
Sex , whole paflions being naturally the more 
impetuous, ought to be the more ftridly 
guarded and kept under the levere difcipUne 
of Reafon ; for where 'tis otherwife , where 
a woman has no guide but her Will , and her 
Will is nothing but her Humor , the event is 
fure to be fatal to her felf, and often too- 
thers alio. 

F 2 12. And 
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12. And the hazard of this renders that 
other reltraint of the will, I mean that of o« 
bedienceto fuperiors a very happy impofiti- 
on 5 tho perhaps ^tis not alwaies thoaght fo: 
for thofewho refill the go vernment of Rea- 
ion , are not very apt to fubmit; to that of 
Autority. Yet lure! God and nature do at* 
teft the particular expediency of this to wo- 
men , by having jdaced that Sex in a degree 
of inferiority to the otW. Nay farther 'tis 
obfervable, that as there are but three ftates 
of life, thro which they can regularly pafe, 
viz. Virginity, Marriage, and W idowhoodj 
two of them are ftates of Subjedion, the 
firft to the parent, the fecond to the husband, 
and the third , as it is cafual , whether ever 
they arrive to it or no , fb if they do , we 
find it by God himfelf reckoned as a conditi- 
on the moft defolate and deplorable. If I 
fhould fay this happens npon that very fcore 
that thev are left to their own guidance, the 
fad wracks of many would too much juftify 
the glols :. but however it evinces , that God 
fetsnot the fame value upon their being roa- 
•fterlefs , which fome of them do , whilft he 
reckons them moft miferablc , when they are 
moft at liberty. 

13. And nnce Gods aflignation has thus 
determined fubjedlion to be the woniens lot, 
there needs no other argument of its fitnefs, 
or for their acquiefcence. Therefore when 

ever 
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ever they oppofe it, the contumacy ^its 
higher then the immediat Superior, and 
reaches God himfelf. And I am apt to think 
there would not many of that timorous Sex 
dare fo far , were it not for fbme falfe pun- 
dillioes of honor, which ( like thofe among^ 
our Duellifts} have impofed themfclves. Thefe 
reprefent Meeknefs and Submiffion as a (illy 
(heepifli quality unfit for women of breeding 
and fpirit : whilft an imperious obftinacy 
pafles for nobleneis and greatncls of mina. 
But alas they are wofiilly miftaken in their 
notion of a great {pirit, which confifts ia 
fcorning to do unworthy and vile things , and 
couragioufly encountering die adverfe events 
of life , not in Ipurning at duty , or feeking to • 
pull themfelves frm that Sphere where the 
divine Wifdom hath placed them. No fore, 
ftubbornnefs i» the mark only of a great fto- 
mac , not of a great mind ^ and the craelty of 
a coward may as well denominate him vali- 
ant , as the ungovernablenefs of a woman can 
fpeak her generous. 

14. Ik this I prefumel fpeak the common 
fenfc of all, for what value foever they put up- 
on themfelves , nothing renders them lefs ac- 
ceptable toothers J an imperious woman being 
a plague to her relatives , and a derifion to 
ftrangers, yea and a torment to her fell:: every 
the leaft c6ntradi(3:ion (which a meek perfon 
would pafs over infcnfibly) inflaming fuch an 

unruly 
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unruly temper, and tranfporting her to fiicli 
extravagances, as often produce very mifchic- 
vous effefts. On the other fide if she be hu- 
mor'd and complied with, that ferves only to 
make her more infolent and intolerable^ makes 
her humors grow to fuch an height, that she 
knows not her felf what would pleafe her , and 
yet expeflrs that others should : lo that to (iich a 
one, we may apply what Hannibal hid ofMar- 
cellus, that if he were vanquished, he never 
gav.e reft to himfelf , nor ifhe were vidorious, 
to others. Certainly the uneafinefs of a perverfe 
(pirit is fo great , that could fuch come but to 
compare it with the calm and happy ferenity of 
Meeknefs and Obedience > there would need 
no other Ledure to commend them to their 
cfteem or pradice. 

If. The laft branch of Meeknefs is that of 
A(Fe6i:ions , and confifts in reducing the pafli^ 
ons to a temper and calmne(s , not fufTering 
them to make uproars within to di(lurb ones 
felf, nor witho.ut to the dilquieting of others ^ 
and to this regulation Meeknefs is generally 
fubferviento Yfet bedaufe the correding of (bme 
particular paffions are more immediatly afiig* 
nable to other vertues, I shall only infill: upon 
that, on which this has a more direcft and pecu- 
liar influence, I mean Anger, a two edged pa(^ 
fion , which whilft it deals its blows without > 
wounds yet more fetally within. The Commo- 
tion and vexation which ^n angry man feelsi 

is 
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is far more painful then any thing he can or- 
dinarily inflid: upon another : herein juftify- 
ing the Epithet nfiially given to Anger , that 
it is a (]^ort madnefs sfor who that were in his 
right *rits , would incur a greater mifchief to 
do a lefs i It is indeed io great a diltemper of 
the mind, that he that is pofleft|with it is in- 
competent for any fober undertaking, and 
fliould asmuchbelulpended from acSting, as 
one in a Phrenfie or Lunacy. This was the 
judgment and pradice too of Tlato^ who go- 
ing to chaftife a iervant , and finding himlelf 
grow angry , ftopt his correction i a friend 
conung in and aslung what he was doing , pu* 
nishingj replies hc^ an angry man y as thinking 
himlelf unfit to difcipline another, till he had 
iiibdued his own pdlion. Another time his 
Have having offended him , I would beat thee^ 
faies he, But that lam angry. It were endlefs in- 
deed to recite the black Epithets given by all 
Moralifts to this vice. It (hall liiffice to' take 
the fuifrage of the Wifeft of men , one that 
had acquamtcd himfelf to kmw madnefs and 
folly y Eccl. 1 . 1 7. and we find it his fentence, 
that anger reSis in the bofom of foolsy^ccL 7. 
II. 

16. And what is thus univerfally unbe- 
coming to human nature j cannot fure be lefs 
indecent for the gentler Sex : 'tis rather more 
lb , every thing contraiJling io much more of 
deformity, by how much it receeds from its 

proper 
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proper kind* Now nature hath befriended 
women with a more Cool and temperate con- 
ftitution , piit lefs of fire , and confequently 
of chokr I in their compofitions ; fo t|jat their 
heats of that kind are adventitious and pte^ 
ternatural , raised often by fancy pr pride, 
and fo both look more unhandibmly^and have 
iefs of pretence to veil and cover them. Be- 
iides women have a native feeblenels , unable 
to back and aflert their angers with any effe« 
iftive force , which may admonifli them 'twas 
never intended they should let looie to that 
paflion^which nature feemsbythat very in- 
abihty to have interdi<a:ed them. But when 
they do it, they render themfelvcs at once 
defpifed and abhor'dj nothing being more 
ridiculoufly hateful , then oh impotent rage. 
17. But as the moft feeble inle<a: may 
i(bmtimes dijdarb, thonot much hurt us, io 
there is one feminine weapon which as 'tis aU 
waies ready , fo proves, olten troublefom , I 
mean the Tongue , which , tho in its loudeft 
clamors can naturally invade nothing but the 
ear , yet even that is a moleftation. The bark- 
ing of a dog, tho we are focure he cannot 
bite i is a grating unplefant found, and while 
women feekthat way to vent their rage, they 
are but a fort of ipeakine brutes, and should 
confider whether that do not rcfled: more 
contemt upon themfeives , then their molt 
virulent reproches can fi« upon others. 

18. But 
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18. By T fome things have had the luck 
to acquire a fonnidableneis no body knows 
how : and iure there is no gretter inftance of 
it then in thisc^fe. A clamorous womai^is 
lookt on>tho not with reverence, yet with 
much dread i and we often find things don 
to prevent or ^peafe her ftorms, which 
would be denied to the calm and rational 
defiresofameeker perfbn. And perhaps fuch 
liiccefles have not bin a little acceflbry to the 
fomenting the humor: yet fure it gives them 
little caufe of triumph , when they confider 
how odious it makes them , how unfit ( yea 
intolerable} for human fbciety ; let them take 
theverdid: o( Solomony who declares it better 
to dweUFrov.zf. zj^.inacomerofahoufetop^ 
then with a brawling woman in a wide houje. 
Nor do's the ion of Strac ipeak lefs fharply 
thp more ironically, EccluJ. 26. ^i^kA loud 
crying woman and afcoldy shall be fought out 
to drive away the enemy. And tho he taxes 
the feminine vices impartially enough , yet 
there is fcarce any or them which he mor^ 
often and more feverely brands then this of 
unquietnefs. It feems 'twas a thing general- 
ly lookt on as very infufferable i as appears 
by Socrates , who when he defign'd. to difci- 
phne himfelf to perfe<9: patience and tole- 
rance , knew no better way of exercife, then 
to get a flirew to his wife , an excellence that 
may perhaps again recommend a woman ^ 

G . . when 
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whence fill to an age of Philofb^JHUrs ^ but 
atptefent 't**ill be hatdfof any of outXan-^ 
tipper to find % S^cnatis i and therilfdre that 
qirality is as deftriidive td thfellr ifitefeftsin 
getting husbabds > as it is tb the husbands 
quiet when he is got. But I prefttme I need 
not declame furtfier againft thid fault , whith 
1 fuppo^ cannot be frequent aifioilg that rank 
of women to whom this Tta^ is intended: 
for ifneither moral nor divine Coftfiderations 
have prevented it, yet ptobably civility and 
ia gentile education hath : a (cold being a crea«i 
ture to be Ibokt for only in Stalls atid Mar^ 
kets , not amoAg perfons of quality. Yet if 
there be any that have defcended to fo fordid 
a praAice, they have fo far degraded thcili» 
felves , that they are not to wondet if others 
. fubftrad: that refoed: , which upon other ac- 
counts they might demand. 

19. A N D to fuch I ihould ieCdmmend the 
ufiial method ofJ^hyfic, which is to cuiieby 
reviilfion : kt thAt flfarp humor which fo ha*, 
bitually flowes to the tongue , be taught a 
littlfe to recoile > and Work inward > and in*, 
ftead df reviling others, difcipline and cot- 
redl themielves : let them upbraid theit own 
•madnefs , that to gratify an impotent , nay a 
moft painful paffion, have d^enerated from 
what their nature, riieir qualities, theii- edu- 
cation , defign'd them. And if they can thus 
reverie their difplefures, 'twill not only fe- 
• ' cure 
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cm^ oiiher^ i'fQm ^ their indecent affkidts , 
bat it will ax la^ ^uineniQ^ them, For An. 
ger is conofive , and ifit be kept only to £sed 
upon its felf, muft beits own devoorerj ifit 
be pennitt^d tp fetqh OQ forr^ee from with- 
oat, nor to nurish it ielf widi mfpicionsand 
farmiies of others, nor to make any lallies at 
the tongue > it cgnpoi: long hold out. 

20. And how much they will herein con. 
ialt their intereft and their reputation too*, 
they may be taaghcby*$iM(mR^y whpn^es 
It thf diftin^ivej^ 0j^ f^oUfh ivmifh f$ 6e 
eiamnrom , Frov. p. 13. wh^sce^^whenhe giv^ 
the <:barad^ of his ^ceUent wo(9«ui , h^ 
links Wifdpin and Q^tleneis togei^er , ihf 
iipfmb ker iMuth wth wijd^m 4n4 in Im 
toKg,m is thf Mw Qf kmdfiefs^ Prov. %i, 26, 
f£ thjf vcrdiiJ^ fliay ha adwit;:^ ( ^ ^M^e it 
ought* whether weoonfider his wisdom » or 
deiir bought ejcperienc^ i» wpqjew ) it will 
fpnAice 4ie comroQu rie» of querulous fpjrits, 
who thiwk JO fe^tn Jnlcnfible of any the leaft 
poovio^^iOQ , is to appeaiiilly »nd j&ujnd j tho 
imly if jt weP9 Hh 'cwonld he full as eligible as 
P9 «ppej9r j^sd and raving } as they commpnly 
do inthetranlport of their fury. * 

%j. To conclude , Meekne^ is fb ami able;, 
^ iijtdearing a quality, and fo peculiarly em- 
belli^Og to women , that did they but all 
confider it with half the attention they do 
thei^ nK>re trivial exterior ornaments , 'twould 

G 2 certainly 
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certainly be taken up as the univerfal modes 
in all the feveral variations of it this Sedrion 
has prefented. 

SECT.; II L 

Of Compajfton. 

i.j^^F near Affinity to the Vertue of 
\^ Meeknefs , is that of mercy and Com- 
pailioa , which indeed can fcarce thrive in 
any place where the former hath not prepar- 
ed the foil: Anger and'Obftinacy being like 
that rough Eaft. wind which brought theE- 
gyptian Locuift , Epcod. i o. 1 3 . to eit up every 
green thing in the Land. A mind harradea 
with its own impatiency , is not at lefure to 
obferve > njuch leis to ceJtidole the calamities 
of others. But as a calm and clear day be- 
friends us with a more diftind:* Profped: of 
diftant Objedts; fo when all is quiet andfe- 
rene within us, we can then look about us, 
and difcern what exigencies of others invite 
our pities. 

2 . I need not fay much to raife an eftimate 
of this Vertue 9 fince 'tis fo ellential to our 
Nature , fo interwoven in the compofition of 
Humanity > that we find in Scripture phrafe , 
Compaflion is generally feated in the moft 

inward 
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inwiard fenfibk patt of our frame , and bo-^ 
wels. SoO/. 3. 12. Tut on therefore bowels 
of mercy j and Thil. 2.1. Bowels and mercies. 
So that a cruel ruthlels perfbn unmans him- 
felf , and IS by the common vote of mankind 
to be lifted among brutes 5 nay , not among 
the better , but only the more hateful i no- 
xious Ibrt of them. 

3 • B u T this is yet more unnatural in the 
female Sex ^ which bemg of fbfter mold , is 
more pliant and yielding to the impreffions 
of pity , and by the ftrength of fancy re- 
doubles the horror of any lad objed:. Yea 
fo remarkable is this tendernefs , that God , 
when he would moft magmfy his own com- 
paffion , illuftrates it by that of women , as the 
higheft human inftance. Indeed fiich a pro- 
penfion have women to commiferation , that 
they are ufually taxed with an excefs in it j 
lb that any impnideht lenity is Proverbially 
called, A womanish Pity : and therefore it 
may be thought an impertinence to exhort 
them to that which they can fcarce avoid. 
But to this I an{wer , firft , that in this dege- 
nerousagc , 'tis no news to fee people violate 
their inftinAs , as well as their duties , and be 
worfe then their nature-inclines ttem^ many 
fins being committed even againft the grain, 
and with violence to conftitution. 

4. Yet fecondly , 'tis not a^neer melt- 
ing of the eies , or yerning of the bowels I 

defign 



54 THE LADIES CALLING. Ukt. 1, 

defign to lecommeod: Alas, tbeii: tearsiwiU 
not be drink to athjrfty foul, nor will- shit 
vering at his UJlkcdneis clothe him. Thi% is 
iuch an infignificant mercy^ as St. Jamfi^ 4^ 
fcribeS) faying to a brothe? pr fitter » h ye 
warmed i heyeJiUed^hi mtj^ivii^ themtimigi 
needful tothebedy , c. 2. i^- Indeed , sh^ that 
weeps over thofediftrefles she will not reUevei 
might have bin fit to be entered in liifi lift of 
the mourning womeA among the Jews «uid 
Heathens, who were hired to m^ up the 
tragic Fomp of Funerals with their mercena- 
ry Ibrrow , but had no real conceqi in thilt 
lofs th^ feemed to bewail *Tis thc^ore a 
more a<^ive fort of Compafiion to which I 
would invite them s ^nd y^ for methods f^^ 
I shall confider it undet: two 4iftin^ Head^ 
Giving, and Forgiving 

f. By Giving, in this place, I mean not a 
generd liberality^ (tho that {Mudently bouiid" 
cd» is an ExceJknce well becoming Perfons 
pf Fortune ) but only fucha Givmg as ter- 
minates upon the needy) and is ap^ed to 
iuccor tJbejr indigencies. To give to thofe 
from whom they mav expe(2: returns , aay 
be a defign, but at thcbeftcanbe butgenei- 
rofityand^ankoe^ofhiimor. Tis only then 
mercy (ai Chrift Himfelf has defined it } when 
itistothofcfrom whom they ctja. hope far mr 
thing again, 

6. A'SD 
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6. And in this Vertuc women have m for- 
mer Ages eminently excelled : yea ib eflen- 
tial was it ^ that we find ^okfnm thought not 
their chara(3:er compleat without it^ but nmn^ 
bers it among the properties of his Vertuous 
womAb , Prwr. 3 1 . ao. Sheftraheth forth her 
hand to thepoor^ midreacbeth foerbmdtothe 
netify. And it is a little obfervable, thataf. • 
ter he has defcrib'd her Induftry and Dili- 
gence for the acquiring of Wealth , this is 
let m the front of her disburfments as the • 
principal uie (he made of it $ and precedes her 
{nx>vi£ng Sc»ietfor her Hou{hold> or fine 
Linen and Purple for her lelf, v. ii. 22. 
The application is very obvious, and admoni-* 
(hesaU that own the fame Title of Vertuous 
Women , to prefer the neceffities of others be- 
fore their own fupofluities and ddicacies. 
Nay> if they look turther^and confiderwho 
it is that is perfbnated in the poor ^ that begs> 
in every needy difkrefled fiippliant , and that 
will finally own every ad: of mercy as don to ' 
himfelf, methinks they fhould iomtimes think 
fit to facrifice even their moit moderate en- 
jcMments to their charity , be afhamed to ferve 
themfelves before their Savior , or let him 
ftand naked and hungry , whilft they are fola- 
cing with that which would relieve him. 

7. But how then fliali they anfwer it, who 
fiiflfer him to be fuptdanted, not by their neeils, 
but excefles ; who have fb devoted their hearts 

and 



f6 THE LADIES CALLING. Part I. 

and purfes to vanity and luxury , that they 
have neither will nor power to fuccor the 
wants of other? How unequal and diipropor- 
tionateis it, that thofe who ftudy to fling a- 
way mony upon themfelvcs,cannot be temted 
^by any importunity and .diftrefi , to drop an 
alms to the poor ? What a prepofterous fight is 
it to fee a Lady, whofe gay Attire gives her 
the glittering of the Sun , yet have nothing of 
its other proprieties,never to cheer any dfoop- 
r ing, languifliing creature by her influence? 
Tis the counfil of the fon of Sirac^ not to give 
the poor any occafion to curfetbee^ Eccluf.4. f- 
But fure iiich perlbnsdo it, if the poor hap- 
pen iiot to have more Charity. then they ex- 
emplify to them. For when they fhall find 
iiich hard hearts under fuch foft raiment , fee 
them bettow io much upon the decking their 
own bodies , anddo irbthing towards the ne- 
ceflary fiipport of theirs ; 'tis a fiirewd trial of 
their Meeknefs. Poverty is apt of it felf to 
imbitter the ipirit, and needs not fiich an ad- 
ditional temtation. 

8. Nay farther, when a poor fl:arving 
wretch (hall l6ok upon one of tliefe gay crea- 
tures, and fee that aiiy one of the baubles, 
the loofeft appendage of her drefs, a fan, a 
busk, perhaps a black patch, bears a price that 
would warm his emty bowelsj will he not have 
sharp intitations not only to execrate her 
pride , and his own poverty , but confequent- 

ly 
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ly to repine at the anequal diftribution^ of 
Providence , and add fm to his mifery ? The 
denial therefore of an alms may be a double 
cruelty , to the foul as well as to the body. 
TTis laid oiXenocrates , that a chafed Bird fly. 
ing to his bofom , he refcued it with much 
fatisfac^ion , faying , He had not betraied a 
fuppliant I but this is in that cafe reversed , and 
in a higher inftance ; for what can be more 
the betraying ofaflippliant) then inlleadof 
fupplyinghis wants, to rob him of his inno- 
cence, and be his fhareinlieu of his refuge? 
This is a confideration I wjsh more deeply im- 
preft upon the women of this iage: and truly 
'tis their concern it shonldhefo) foriinceat 
the laft day tile inqueft shall be fo particular 
iipon this very thing , 'tis but necellary they 
should examine how they are fitted to pals 
that teft. 

p. Let them therefore keep a preparatory 
audit within their own breaft 9 refled: npon 
the expences of their vanity, what the aeli- 
cacy of their food, what the richne^andya-' 
riety of their clothes , nay what the moer hy- 
pocrifies of their drefs> in falfc hair , and com- 
plexion has cofl: them ; to which they may ^l- 
ib add the charge of their recreations ?md di^ 
vertifinents , thofe coftly arts of chafing away 
that time , which they will one day wish to 
tccal. Let them I fay compete all this , and 
-then confront to it the account of their Cha- 

H rity , 
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rity, and I much fear the latter will with many 
of tfiem be comparatively as undifcernible , 
as Socrates found Alcibiade^s Lands in the 
Map of the whole World, be io perfedlyo. 
verwhelm'd , that it will appear little in their 
own fight and nothing in Gods^ 

lo. t o IL if the poor Widows mite ac- 
qnired a value merely from her poverty, t:hat 
she had no niore j by the rule of contraries we 
may conclude, how defpicable the fcanty 
oblations of the rich are in Gods accounts If. 
even their liberality who gave much , was out- 
vied by a farthing , Mar. i z. 41. to what poin? 
of diminution muft their niggardly offerings^ 
who give little , be reduced ? efpecially when 
they shall be compared with the numerous and 
coiily facrifices they made to pride and luxu- 
ry. Nay I wish ibme were not guilty of more 
then the difproportion , even the total omif- 
fion of Charity , that in a, multitude of Tay- 
lors bills cannot produce the account of one 
Garment for the poor , that' amidft the delica- 
cies of their own diet ( nay perhaps of their 
dogs too) never ordered fo much as the crumbs 
of their Table to any hungry Lazarus. But 
let all fuch remember , that thef e will come 
a tims, when one oiTabithds coats, AEI.9. 39. 
will be of more value then all their richeft 
Wardrobes , tho they could number Gowns 
with Li«-«//i{^*s Cloaks, which thei^^m^^ Story 
reports to be foooj and that when their luxuri- 
ous 
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ous fare should only feaft the worms, and 
render them paffive in that Epicurifin they a- 
4^ed before $ they will wish they had made the 
bellies of the poor their refedory , and by 
feeding them nurished themfelves to immor- 
tality. 

II. Let this I fay be ferioufly remembered 
now ,.leaft hereafter they fall under the fame 
exprobrating remembrance ^ith the rich man 
in tbeGofpel, Luke i6. if. Remember that 
tbosMn thy lifetime receivedjl thy good things^ 
'and Lazaras that'which was evil y but now he 
is comforted and thou art tormented. A.Tex t 
which St. Gregory profeflcs was ever found- 
ing in his ears, and made him look with fuA 
picion and dread upon that grandeur to which 
he was adv^ced , as fearing it might be de- 
fign'd ashisfijial reward. With wJiat terror 
then may tbofe look upon their prefent good 
things, who by ingroiSng them wholly to 
themielves > own them as Aeir entire portion, 
and implicitly difclaim their share of the 
^ future? For to that nonemuft pretend , wlio 
receive their tranfiton^ goods under any other 
notion, then- that of a Steward or Fiidtor : 
as we may lee in the parable of the Talents, 
where thofe that had the reward of the five 
and ten Cities were not fuchas had con fum- 
ed their Talents upon thfir own riot and ex- 
ceffes, butfiich as had induftrioufly emploicd 
them according to the defign of their Lord. 

H 2^ And 
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And if it there fared Co ill with the meer un- 
profitable fervant, who had hpaixled up his 
Talent , * what shall becomef of thofe , who 
Iqiiander away, theirs, and c^it. give no ac- 
count either of Ufe or Principle? 

12. Wer.e thefe confiderations duly laid 
to heart , we might hope to fee fome of the 
Primitive Charity revive , when women of the 
Higheft rank converted their Ornaments and 
coltly Deckings into clothing for the poor, 
and thought na retinue fo defiirable , fo ho- 
norable as a train of Alms-folks. But I ipeak 
improperly, when I make the poor their at- 
tendants, for indeed they rather attended the 
poor, did not only order the. fupply -of their 
wants , but were theiiifelves their minifters , 
waited about their ficfc beds , dreft their moll 
loathibm ulcers, and defcended to all the moft 
fervile offices about them. 

13. But thefe were fiich heights, fueh 
tranfcendcncies of mercy , as required a deep- 
er foundation of Humility then will now be 
often met with: yet let me take the oecafion 
to fay , that it may be a good managery of a 
charity to ad: (as far as they can ) perfonally 
in it. For befides that it prevent;s fome a- 
bufes and frauds , which deputed Agents may 
fonietimes be temted to , they pay God a 
double tribute in it of their perfons as well as 
their fortunes. Next they bring themfelves 
into acquaintance with the poor , and by that 

means 
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means corre<9: thofe conteipts and nice diH 
dains;, which their own prolperity is too apt 
to create. Further yet they excite their own 
compaffion , which being a motion of the icn- 
fitive part of the mind, cannot be ftirr'd fo 
efFed:ualJy by any thing , as by the prefenceof 
the objeca J themoft pathetic tragical defcrip- 
tion of a diftrefs , being not able to afFeft us 
half lb much as one ocular demonftration^ 
LafUy 'tis an apt means to increafe their thank- 
fulnefs tQ Almighty God, whofc bounty to 
thenjfelves mufb needs make a deeper impreffi-* 
on , when *tis compared with the necemtous 
condition of others. For things are beft illu* 
ftrated by their contraries , and 'tis too obfer* 
vable in,our depraved nature,that we value not 
things by their real pofitivc worth , but com- 
paratively as they excel others , .nor ever make 
a right eltimate of what we enjoy, till our own 
or others wants inflruftus. ' » 

14. Upon allthefe confidtarations it may 
be 9 very becoming: ufeful circumftancc in 
any charitable miniitery to be therafelves the 
adlors ; and to that end 'twill be a very com- 
mendable induftiy , to qualify themfclves to 
be helpful to the poor in as many inftances as 
they can ; not only opening their purfes , but 
difpenfatories too , providing medicines for 
fiich as either by diieafe , or cafualty want 
that fort of relief. . A charity which I doubt 
notispradiled by many, audi wish it were 

by 
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by more , that our nicer Dames who ftudy 
only Cofmetics for themfelves j would change 
the Scene, aiid inftead of repairing or difl 
gaifing their own complexions, ftiidy there- 
Itauration of their decrepit patients limbs. And 
fore , tho it be a lefs fashionable , 'tis much a 
better fight to fee a Lady binding up a fore, 
then painting her facd; and she will caft a 
much fweeter favor in God's noftrils , with 
the fmeU of unguents and balfoms , then with 
the moft exquifit odors and perfumes. For 
fince Godprofefles, Ifa. i. that that very in- 
eenfe which was defign'd as a part of his wor- 
ship was an abaminationtohim^ becaufo not 
accompanied with the a(3:s of Mercy , we can- 
not think he will better like of thofe , which 
have no higher aim then delicacy and fen- 
fiiahty. 

If. Bur, befides this part of mercy in 
Giving , there is another , that of Forgiving > 
which may happen to be of a larger extent 
then the fonner : for whereas that was con- 
fined to the poor, this has no fiich limits^ but 
as it is poffibleto beinjuttedbyperfons of all 
ranks ,.k) this pardoning mercy is to reach e- 
' qually with that poffibilityi This is that part 
of Charity which we peculiarly call Clemen- 
cy, a Vertue which not only Chriftianity but 
Morality recommends. The Ancient Ro^ 
mans had it in fuch veneration , that they 
numbered it not oiily among Vert ues but Dei- 
ties, 
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ties , and built it a Temple. And they were 
ibmwhat towards the right in it , for it was, 
tho not God, yet fo eminent an attribute of 
his , that nothing can more aflimilate man un* 
to him. 

16* There are many Heroic ads of this 
kind to be met with among the vertuous Hea- 
thens. Lycufgus not only forgave Kyikxander 
who had ftrack out his eie , but entertained 
him in his houfe , and by his gentle admo- 
nitions reclaimed him from his former vicious 
hfe. Kyirijlides being after fignal fervices , 
and without crime 9 unjuftly banifhed by his 
Citizens, was fo far from a<5iing , or imprecat- 
ing againft them, that at his departure from 
Athens he folemnly praied the Gods , that 
they might never by any trouble ordiftrefs 
be forced to recall him. So Thttcim being 
unjuftly condemned, left it as a folemn charge 
to his fon Thocas , that he should never re* 
venge him. A multitude of the like examples 
might be produced, but we need not borrow 
light from their faint Tapers , when we have 
the Sun-beams 1 1 mean the Sun of Bighteouf* 
nefs , our blefled Savior , who , as he has re- 
commended this grace by his precept , fo he 
has fignally exemplified it to us in his Pra- 
iJtice; the whole defign of his defcent to earth 
being only to refcue his enemies ftoin deftru- 
<2ion« , And as every part of his hfe , fo the 
laft Scene of it was; particularly adapted to 



**• 
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this end , and his expiring Breath expended in ! 
mediiating for his cruciners^ Father forgive \ 
them , Luk. 13. 34. And this copy of his was 
tranfcribed by his firft followers , the Primi- ' 
tive Chriftians in tlieir fevereft Martyrdoms 1 
praying for their perfecutors. 

17. Thus arc we, in the Apoftles phrafe, 
compaffed about with a cloud ofwitneffes , Heb. 
12 • I. of eminent examples , which ought to 
have a forcible influence upon all , but me- 
thinks should not fail to have it* on that Sex, 
whofe native tendernefs predifpofes them to 
the Vertue , and who need but fwim with the 
ftream of their own inclinations. How can 
we think that their melting eies should ever 
Iparkle fircj or delight in fpeiflacles of cruel- 
ty ? that their flexible tender hearts (hould 
turn into Steel or Adamant , be uncapable of 
all impreflions of pity .? Yet God knows fuch 
changes have too often bin feen-: women 
Jiave not only put off that foftnefs peculiar 
to them , but the common inftincft of Hu- 
manity , and have exceeded not only favage 
raen , but beafts in cruelty .Thei?e hafvc4wii too 
frequent inftances of the implacable malice, 
and infatiable cruelties of women.. I need not 
call m the aid of Poetic fiction 3 and tell them 
oiClytemneftra , Medea ^ or the Belides^ with 
hiilidreds oiF others , celebrated as inftances of 
Heroic 'Wic4cednej(s. There are examples e- 
nough in more authentic Stories, The Ro- 
man 
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tnan TulUd^ the TerJ^an Tarjfatis; and that 
we may not pafs by the facred Annals , Je^iiebel 
and Atbalia. I forbear to multiply examples of 
this kind, of which all ages have produced 
fbmeib eminent 9 as haf e lender'd it a com. 
men obi^rvation^ that no cruelty exceeds 
thatch an eitafperated woman ^ and it is not 
much to be wonder'd at , iince nothing can 
be ib ill in its priitine itate as that which de- 
generates from a better. No enmity we know 
lb bitter as that of alienated friends ; nofuch 
per&cation asthatof ApoitateS) and propor- 
tionably no fuck ferity as chac of a per Verted 
mildne^. So that the Poets wens not much 
oat, who asthe^^iepreiented the. Graces un- 
der the figures of women , fo thev did the Fu- 
ries coo. And fince 'tis in trieir eledtion 
which part they will oiOt , they ought to be 
very jealous over tltemlelves. The declina>- 
tions to any vice or gradual > ibmetimes ^t 
firft Icarce ctlcemablej and probably the 
grcateft monfters of cmelty , would at tne be- 
gimming have detefted thoie inhumanities 
which afterwards they aded with greedinefs. 
iS. It concerns them therefore- to ward 
thofe beginnings whole end may be ib fatal. 
She that is quick in apprehending an affront, 
. perhap will not be ib quick in difmifling that 
appreL^nfion ; and if it be permitted to ftay , 
'twill quickly improve , twenty little circ urn- 
dances (hall be fuborn'd to foment it with new 

I fufpi- 
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fulpicions>till at laft it grow to a quarrel, from 
thence to hatred, from that to malice, and 
from that to revenge : and when that black 
paifion has overlpread the mind, like anR- 
gyptian darknefs it admits no gleam of Reafon 
or Religion, but hurries the enrag*d blind 
told to their own ruin often as well as others. 
19. Let none think this only a fancy or 
fcheme of Difcourfe : there .have bin too ma^- 
ny tragical experiments of its truth. How 
toany men have bin mortally engaged upon 
no weightier original then the ipleen of a wo- 
inan ? the frantic notion of honor among our 
yDuellifts fitly correlponding with the as tran- 
ticimpulfes of feminine revenge, and anyi- 
-maginary injury for perhaps but juft imputa- 
tion 3 to the Laay , obliging her Gallant to 
rush upon the molt real finand danger. A 
xnadnels Ibmething beyond that which the 
Romances defcribe of Knight Errantry : for 
that generally is for the relief of diflrrefled 
Damlels, but this is only to humor the too 
prolperous ones > the infolent and tlie proud, 
rhofe therefore that haveoblerved the comt 
ixion occafions of Duels > have not unfit- 
ly divided them between Wine and Wo* 
men; it being Hard to fay which is theriioft 
intoxicating and beibtting. The Soaof«y/- 
rac couples them together , Eccuf. 19.2. PP7ne 
and Wommwul make tnen^of underftandivgfatl 
away. Xlie oiariy modern, jgxamples of this 
i mifchief , 
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raifchief , as they should ftrike an extreme ter- 
ror into thofe W omen who have bin any way 
acceflary to the death , or but danger of any 
man ; io are they juft matter of caution to all , 
lb to iiegulate their Paflions^ that they never 
come within diftance of Implacability ^ for 
if once they arrive there, theiiifelves can give 
XM Itop. 

- 2o, I N order to this , 'twill be well to con- 
fider at the firlt mcitation > what the real 
ground is: perhaps fbmetimes they are angry . 
^as the Galatians were at St. Taul^ Gal. 4. 16. 
Mthoje that tellthem the truth i Ibmelcanda- 
lous , or at lead fufpicious behavior , may 
have engaged a friend to admonish them i (an 
office that has fbmetimes proved very fatal ^ 

lofe commonly.that have moft guilt having 
\t{% patience to hear of it. ) And if this be 
the cafe, 'tis the greateft injultice in the world 
to make that a quarrel which is really an ob- 
h'gation : and therefore infleadof maligning 
their Monitor, they ought to thank and re- 
verence him. Nay , tho the accufation be not 
with that candid defign , but be meant as a re- 
proch 5 yet if it be true ) it should not excite 
anger at their accufers , but removfe , and re^ 
formation in th^nfelves. 

1 2 . • I T was the faying of a Wife man 5 that 
he profited more by his enemies then his - 
friends 5 becaufe they would tell him more- 
roundly of his faults. And this is excellently 

I 2 improved 
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improved by ^Itftarch in his Tra^ Qf the be- 
nefits to be reaped from Enemies : fo that evtjaa 
malicious accufation may be a kindnefs \ and 
confequently ought not to be repaid wit|i an 
injury. But fuppofe , in the laft place , thajc 
thea^erfion be notonly unkind, but untrue) 
it will not even then be fafcto let loofe to 
their indignation. Firft , in refpedl ofPru* 
dence, an angry vindication fervingthe de- 
fign of the^nemy , and helping to fpread the 
calumny 5 whereas a wife neglMl.anddiflem- 
bling do's often ftifle and fupprefs it. Second- 
ly , in refpe<± oif duty , for all that own them- 
lelves Chriftiansi muft confefs they are un- 
der an obligation to forgive , and not to re- 
venge. Now if they intend to pay a real o- 
bedience to this Precept /twill be the more 
eafie , the fboner they fet to it. He that fees 
his houfe on fire, wiU not dally with the ftame, 
much leifs blow , o^ extend it , refolviag to 
quench it at laft. And anger is as little fio be 
trufted which if once throughly kindle4 will 
icarce expire but with the deftmcStion of the 
fubjedt it works on. 

2 2 i Let therefore the difohlig'd not look 
back upon the injury, but forward to thofe 
mifchiefs which too fliarp a refentment may 
betray them to: let them conitder^ that the 
boiling of their blood may finally caufe the 
efFufion of anothers , and wrath may fwell in- 
to murder. If they would do thus , and inftead, 

of 
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of thoie magnifying optics wherein they view 
the wrongs make ufeofthe other end ofthc 
perlpedlive, to difcem the difinal event at 
diftanceiit would fure fright them from any- 
nearer approch^ would keep them within 
thofe bounds which their duty prefcribcs 
them, and thereby acquaint them with a 
much greater , and more ingenuous pleiute 
then their higheft revenge can give them: I 
mean that of for^ving injuries ^ and obliging 
the injurioizs. This is aplefurefb pure and 
refined , fo noble and heroic , that none but 
rational natures are capable of it; whereas 
that of Spight and Revenge ( if it can be 
called a plelUre }is a mere beftial one ; every 
the moft contemtible animal can be angry 
when *tis molefted , and endevor to return 
the mifchief 

23. It should therefore, methinks, bean 
eafy determination , whether to embrace that 
Clemency and Compaffion which we fee ex- 
emplified in the wileft and beft of men , nay 
in the omnifcient. Immortal God, or that 
favage fierceness of the ignobleft creatures. 
This is certain , that no woman would be con- 
tent to aflume the outward fonn of any of 
thoie : why then should they fiibjedt their 
nobler pirt, the mind, to fucha transforma- 
tion f For as there are no monilers fo de- 
formed, as thofe which are compounded of 
man and bc^ft : fo among them all y nothing 

car 
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ian bemoi^ unnatural, more odious, riien' i 
awoman-Tiger. I contlude all with the ad- 
vice of Salomon y Prov. 17. ij^.Tke beginning 
offtrife is as when one letteth out water : there^ 
fore leave of contention before it be medledwith. 
When oiice a breach is made upon the fpi- 1 
fit by immoderate anger , all the confequent 
mifchiefs will flow in, like a rapid ftream when 
rfie banks are broken down 5 nor is there any 
^ay to pi-event it , but by keeping the mounds 
entire , ptelerving that Tendernefs and Com- 
pafEon which God and Nature do equally in- 
force and recommend. 
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SECT. IV. 

I- ^ 

* 

Of Affaiility. / ' I 

I. T N the next place we may reckon AfFa- 
j[bility and Courtefie i which as it i$ amii. 
able in all, lb it is fingiilarly, fo in women of 
(^ality> and more univerfaily neceflaiy in 
them then in the other Sex. For men have 
often charges and emploiments which do juu 
itify, nay pethaps require Ibmwhat of Itern- 
neis and aullerity y but women ordinarily have 
few or no occafions of it, and thofe who hav6 
well digefted the former Ledtures of Meekne^ 
and Compaflion , will not be apt to put it ok 
unaeceflarily. Now Affability may be confii. 
dered cither as a meer human Accomplifli-' 
rnent , or as a divine Vertue •, iA either notion 
'tis commendable, but *tis the later that gives ^ 
it the higheft Fxcellence and Perfection, 
i 2 . To begin with the firft notion of it ) W6 
may make an eftiraate of its worth by its Caufej 
-and by its Effe<Sls. For its Caufc, it deirives it 
felf cither from a native candor and generofity' 
of mind , or from a noble and ingenious Eda^ 
cation, or Ibmthing jointly from both; and 
diefe are as good Originals as any thing merei 
ly moral can.flow from,. . And that thefe ard 
.. ..u ' ^ indeed 
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indeed its fburces ^ common experience will 
atteft : thofe of the greateft Minds , and beft 
Extradtions , being lifually moft condefcend- 
ing and obliging ; whereas thofe of moft ab- 
jett Spirits and Birth , are the moft infulting 
and imperious. \Akxander the Great, the ter- 
rible in the field, yet was of a gentle, domplai- 
iant convcrfation 9 fomiliarly treating thofe a- 
bout him ; yet Crijpinusj Natctffus^ Mymfhidu 
<Wi and other enfranchifed bondmen, we find 
infolcntly trampling on the Roman Senators 
and Confuls. 'Tis therefore a great error for 
Perfbns of Honor , to think they acxjoire a re- 
verence by putting on a fupercilious gravity, 
looking coily and difdainfuUy upon mabout 
.thedi} 'tis lb fiat fiom that , that it gives a fu- 
4ttcionthat ,tis but a pageantry of greacnefi, 
iome muflirom newly Iprung up,that ftands fo 
ftifP, and fwells fo much. But inftead of teach- 
ing others to keep their diftance> this faftidious 
dlildaiti invites them to a cloier infpediion, that 
if there be any flaw dther in their life or birth, 
'twill be fure to be discovered, there being no 
fiich prying inquifitor as curiofity, when 'tis 
qgg'd on by a fenfe of contemt. 

3 * O N the other fide > if we confider the ef- 
fedsofCourtefi?, they are quite contrary 5 it 
endears to all , and often keeps up a Reputati- 
on in (bij^tof any blemifhes : a kind look or 
word from a Superior is ftrangely charming, 
and ix^enfibly fteals away mens hearts from 

them. 
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them.. This the Wife man le^rs to £rri^ 18. 
16. ^ when he prefers a word before a oift^ 
And 'tis Tlutarcifs obfervadon of Cleamenes 
King oiSpoftUy that when the Grecians com* 
pared his AfFabdity and eaiinefs of Accefs with 
the iiiUen ftate and pride of other Prinoes, they 
were ib enamored with it, that they judged 
him only worthy to be a King. And as there 
is no-certainer, fo aUb.no chc^q;)er way otgain^ 
inglovei a friendly faLutatioA. i3 as eaiy asa 
frown or reproch ^ and that kindnefs may be 
preferved by them , which if once forfeited, 
will not at a far greater price be recovered. 

4. B BRIDES, when human viciilitades are 
confidered, it may be a point of Prudence tooj 
the greateft Perfons may ibmtimes want affi- 
ftance from the meanefti nay ibmetimes the 
faceoi affairs is quite changed , and the wheel 
of Fortune turns them loweft chat were uppers 
moft, and proportionably elevates the mean- 
eft. TTis wifdom therefore fb to treat all, as to 
leave no imprelfions of onkindneis, iince none 
isib defpicable, but may poifibly at one time ot 
other have an opporomity to retaliate. Twas 
therefore a pmdept as w^ell as an equitable re* 
folution of the Emperor, who faid he would io 
entert»n die addreflesof his Sublets, as, if he 
wcce a Subject , he would wim the Prince 
ihould entertain him : a nde very worthy to 
fway all Perfons of Honor in their entercourfe 
with others. And fince even among Perfons 

K in 
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in Command there are degrees, and (he which 
is fiiperior to one, is inferior to another 5 they 

'f have a ready way to compare the civility they 
pay, with tnat they exped:. Let therefore one 
who meets with a cold , neglcdfiil Treatment 
from any above her, examin her own refent- 
mcnts, and then rdlcft, that if she give the 
like to thofe below her , they will doubtleft 
have the fame fenfe; and therefore let her re- 
folve never to offer what she fb much diflikes 
to bear: and she that do's thus, that makes foch 
inferences , will convert an Injury into a Be- 
nefit 5 Civilize her felf by the radenels of o- 
thers, and make that ill nurture her own di- 

. cipHne. 

f . B u T hitherto we confider AffabiHty on- 
ly in its ethnic dreis, as it is a human ornainentj 
'twill appear yet more enamoring upon a fe. 
cond view , when we look on it as bearing the 
imprelsof theSand:uary, as a divine Vertu. 
And that it is capable ot being fb, we have the 
autority ofSt.^aul, who inferts it in the num- 
ber of thofe Chriflian Graces which he recom- 
mends to his Roman Profelytcs-, Condefiend 
tothemoflowejlate^ Rom. 11. 16. And that 
we may the better difcern its valu, 'tis obferva- 
blethat he links it with the moft eminent Ver- 
tu of Humility 5 for itimmediatly follows his 
precept oibenot high minded. Indeed 'tis not 
only joined with it as a Friend or Allie, but de- 
rivcafromitasits ftock and Principle : and 

certainly 
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certainly a more divine extradion it cannoC 
have. Humility being the Alpha and Omega of 
Vertues, that which laics the foaadation(^with- 
out which the moft to wring Strufture will but 
crush it lelf with its own weight} and tbat * 
which perfcds and confuiptmates the building 
alio, fccures and crowns all other Graces 1 
which when they are moft verdant and flouri- 
shing, are hke7^;wx his gourd, that may af- 
ford fbm shadow and refreshment for a wnile| 
but are apt to breed that worm which will de* 
ftroy them. When once they are fmittcn with 
Pride they inftantly fade and wither s fo necel- • 
fary is Humihty both for the acquiring and 
conferving all that is good in us, • 

6. W E may therefore conclude, that Cour- 
tefie, a»d Qbligingnefs of behavior which pro^ 
ceedsthenoe, isinrefpeftofits fpring and o- 
riginal, infinitly to be preferred belore that 
which defcends from no higher ftock then ha« 
tural or prudential motives. And lincc 'tis na- * 
tural for every produftion to have fbm fimiff- ^^ 
tude to that which produces it , we shall find it 

no Icfs excellent in rcfped: of its properties 
then its defcent I shall inftance only in tvo. 
Sincerity and Conftancy. » 

7. PoR the firft, as far as Affability partakes 
of Humility it muft of Sincerity alio , that bfc 
inga vertuwhofe very elements are plainnefs 
an4 fimphcity : for as it has no defigns which 
want a cover > fo it needs noneof thoie iub^il* 

K % tie- 
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ties and fimularibns, thole pretences and arti- 
fices requifite tb thofe that do. Tis the pre- 
cept of the Apoftle, Thil. 2.3. Inbywlinefsof 
mind let edcB ejieem others better then hmjfelf; 
tv^hcre we lee 'tis the nature of a lowly mind to 
transfer that efteem to others which he fub- 
ftradts from himfelf ; now where liich an e- 
fteem is planted in the heart , it verifies all the 
expreffions and outward fignifications of re- 
lpe<St, and renders the ereateft condefcentions 
(which to an inlblent humor may leem extra* 
vagant and afFecSted} real and unfeigned. 
• 8. On the contrary that Courtefie which 
derives no higher then from meer human prin- 
ciples, is not much to be confided in. *Tis the 
Pfalmifts affirmation that all men are liars 1 and 
therefore there is more then a polfibility of de- 
ceit in their faireft fliews. Somtimes we know 
fmooth and plaufible addrefles have bin He- 
. fignedasthe ftale to vile and trecherous pra- 
|5tice$. The extraordinary blandishments and 
endearing behavior of Abfolom to the people, 
was only to fteal their hearts , and advance his 
intended rebellion, 2 Sam. if. zndiT>auidlAh 
us of fbin J whdfe wards are jofter then butter^ 
haying war in the heart , whofe wards were 
fniaather then oil^ and yet were veryjwords^ VJal. 
ff- ii. and God knows this age has not to 
much improved in fincerity, that we should 
think the fame Scenes are not daily a^ed over 
gmongus. 

9f 3v? 



Sect. IV. Of KAffahility. . -jj 

p. B u T befides all the blacker projeds of 
this kind, which nothing bat the event can de- 
te<9: ) there is a lower ibrt of this trechery, 
which is vifible, nay io avowed , that it is one 
of the moft common fubjedrs of mirth and en- 
tertainment, I mean that of fcoffing and derr- 
lion, a thmg too frequent among all,but I fear 
I may fay very pecuharly among Ladies, thole 
at leaft of the modish fort, their vgry civiHties 
& carefles being often defign*d to gain matter 
of Icorn and laughter. Mutual vifits we know 
are anexpreffionofrcfped:, and should flow 
from a real kindnds , but if thofe now in ule 
be lifted , how few will be found of that riiake? 
They are at the belt formal, a tribute rather 
paid to cuftom, then friendlhip , and many go 
to fee thofe , for whom they are perfedly in- 
different whether tliey find them alive or acad^ 
well or |ick. Nay very often they are worfe 
then thus > defign'd only to make obfervations 
to bolt out lomething ridiculous wherewith 
to Iport themfelves as foon as they are gon $ 
anq leaft the inqueft should return with zfwn 
inventus , they will accept of the flighteft dif- 
coveries, the leaft milplacing of a word, nay 
of a hair shall be theme enough for a Co- 
medy. 

lo. But if a poor Country Gentlewoman 
fall within their circuit , what a ftock of mirth 
do'sshe afford tlikem, how curioufly do they 
anatomifeev^rypartof herdrefs, her meen,' 

her 
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her dialed: ? nay p&rhaps to improve the Scene* 
will recommend yet greater ablurdities to heri 
ujider the notion ot the Mode; that fo she 
may be the more ample fubjedt of their fcorn. ; 
Such vifits as they , are but infiduous intrufi- 
ons of a fpy rather then the good office of a | 
neighbor^ and when 'tis remembred how great | 
a portion of lome womens time is ipent in 
this kmd of di verfion, we muft conclude there 
have a multitude of a(^s gonto makeup the 
habit. I wish they would lerioufly refled: on 
it, and unravel that injurious mirth by ape- 
iiitencial iadneis , and either fpend their time 
better then i A vifiting, or elfe direct their vi- 
fits to better purpofes. And this they would 
certainly do if they would exchange their 
mere popular civilities ( that kind of paint and 
varnish in manners ) for that true Chriftian 
condefcenfion,- which admits of no deceit, 
but is as tranfparent as T>Tufus wisht his houfe 
should bc,that has no fecret fcraes an4 fpring% 
to move the eies or Tongue a contrary way 
from the heart , but is in j?eality all that it pre- 
tends to be. 

11^ A fecoiid property of it is Conftancy, 
for as it is true to others , fo it is to its felr j 
*tis founded oh the folideft of Vertues j and is 
notfiibjed: to thole light and giddy uncer- 
tainties ^ that the vulgar civilities are. Fori 
he that out of a difefteem of his proper worth, 
has place4 himfelf in a ftate of inferiority , 

will 



Sect. IV. Of xyiff ability. /p 

will think it not an arbitrary matter, but a 
juft debt to pay arefpedl to thofe bethinks 
his betters \ and an humble mind will m every 
body find fbmthing or other to prefer to him 
felf. So that he acfts upon a nxt pnnciple, 
and \s not in danger otthofe contradid:ions 
in his manners^ which shall render him one 
day fweet and affable , and another Ibwre and 
morofe. Bat luch mutitions are frequently 
incident to thole who are fwaied by other mo- 
tives : Ibmtimcs an intereft changes i and then 
the moft fauning Sycophant can. tranfplant 
his flatteries and courr a new Patron, y ea many 
times to the defpight and vilifying of the oli 

12/ SoMTiMES again , fortune may 
change 3 a man may fall from a profperousto 
an adverfe ftate^ and then thoic who were 
prodigal of their civilities whilft he needed 
nothing elfe , will withdraw even thofe 
from him, leaft they should' incourage him 
to demand Ibmthing more. An experiment of 
this Job made in his friends ( or rather flat- 
terers ) whom he htly compares to winter 
brooks, running over when not needed, but 
quite dry' whc^n they are. 

13. But the mofl: frequent change is that 
of fancy and humor , which has a much more 
general (way then reafon and judgment. This 
is fo obfervable m the vulgar rabble , that of- 
ten in ^n inltant they will shift paflions, 
and hate this hour what they doted on the 

lafL 
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laft. Of this all popular ftateshave aflForded 
. many coftly experiments , but we need not 

fo farther then the facred Story , where we 
nd the Acclamations and Hofannahs of the 
multitude 3 quickly converted in to crucify 
him crucify him. This levity of mind has bin 
oblervedfib incident to women 3 that 'tis be- 
come^ almoft proverbial ^ for by how much 
their paffions are more violent , they are com- 
monly the lefs lading , and as they are rec- 
koned among thofe colder bodies that are par- 
ticularly intiuenced by the Moon, ib, they 
ieem to beaf a great rqfemblance to J6ier in 
her vicifEtudes and changes ; yet ftill with a 

freater degree of uncertainty , fpr she in all 
er^ revolutions obferves ibme conftant pe- 
riods ji and we can tell in her wain when she 
will be at full, fo that she hasakind of cer- 
tainty even in Jier planetary errors ; but what 
Ephemerides^X: an be framed for Ibme Womens 
humors? who can tell how long the prefent 
will laft ? and what will be the next, that will 
fucceed ? 

14, I need not bring inftances cjf their in- 
conftancy from that common place pf paffio- 
nate widows, who have let aji^ love fail 
even through thofe floods of tears where- 
with they bewailed the old: for^l>afidesthat 
that is a cafe whei^in poflibly they may find 
matter enough for rjetortion) it is here alit- 
tl? wide from my purpofc , whicjj ^^gns no 

"ler 
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farther inquifition then into their ordijiary 
converfation , wherein that love of variety 
which is fo remarkable in their habit , their 
diet , their diverfions extends it felf often to 
thdr company , their friendships alfoand coii- 
verfe. Thofe intimacies which they che- 
risht lately, quickly grow despicable, and at 
laft naufeous ) and confequently their beha- 
vior falls from kind and civil) to cold and dif- 
dainful. I doubt not this has often bin prow 
ved by many of thoie humble companions , 
which oflScioufly attend them, who cannot al- 
waies fix themfelves, no not by thofe flatteries 
that firft introduced them ; fbm new comer 
perhaps has better refined the. Art^^ and do's the 
lame thing more acutely and ingenioullyj and 
then the old one is to be turned off as too grols 
i Sycophant ^ or if they have bin io happy a> 
to light upon fome of a more generous temper, 
who inftead of a fervile comfdiance with their 
humor, and high charatfters of their worth, 
entertain them with the true images of them^* 
felves, and endevor to make what others on- 
ly fpeakthem, this is that unpardonable crime 
which'forfeits dl degrees of favor, and do'j not 
only avert, but incenie. A faithful Monitor 
is as unacceptable as a tme Looking-glafs to a 
deformed poribn, which at the beft will be fet 
afide , and efcapes well if not broken i and 
while great perfbns difpence their favors or 
their frowns by fuch perverfe raefures as thefe^ 

L th^y 
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they will bie fare to do it unjuftly, as well as 
unconftantly. 

If. I am far from making this an aniverfal 
charge,! know there are women of the higheft 
quality ) that guide themlelves by other rules, 
diat are deaf to all the fongs oiSyrensy and have 
the prudence to valu a feafonable reproof be- 
fore the raoft extravagant Panegyric ^ but this 
is owing to that humility which I am now re- 
commending, without which 'tis as impoffible 
for greatnels to be proof againft flattery , as it 
is for a Pinnace with fpreadmg fails, and a vi- 
olent guft of wind, to fail fteddily without 
ballaft. And the frecjuent want of this is it 
wliich makes it no leis frequent to fee thofe 
uncvennefles and inequalities in behavior; 
thofe partialities in difpenfing even the com- 
monelt civilities which I have now reprdent- 
ed. ' 

1 6. And fiirc *tisnoneofthemeaneft at- 
tributes dae to that excellent vertue of humili- 
ty that it can thus fix and poife the mindi cure 
thofe vertigoes and giddy humors, incident to 
thofe who are mounted aloft : and above all 
that it is a (iire Antidote againft the mod infi- 
nuating poifon of flatteryj a holy fpel or amu- 
let againft the venom of aParafite^ which the 
Philofopher juftly calls the worft of tame 
beafts, as a Detradlor is of wild : He being in- 
deed a kind of Vulture % in the way of feizuie, 
no lefs then ravine> who firft picks out the des 
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of chat which he defigns to. prey apon' \ fuiFcr- 
ing not the perfon concera'd, to lee any thing 
of that deftniiStion whichhcisto feci. ' Ana 
certainly none of the ominous Birds) no night- 
Raven or fcrcch-Owle can abode half fo dif^ 
mally as thefc domeftic Birds of prey, which 
ar^ not only prefages, but inftrumcnts of rume 
whcrelbever they naunt. 

17. Tis therefore the univerfal concern 
of thole that are great and profperous, to chal? 
diem away , as Abraham did the Fowlcs from 
his Sacrifice, Gen. i f. 1 1 . but yet more pecu- 
liarly fo of chofp to whom fortune has given a 
fudden rife, and unexpedled* grandeur, they 
being of all others the moft obnoxious to this 
fort of Harpies. The furprizcs of profperity 
donolelsdifturb the judgment then thofe of 
adverfity : and as one who is in an inllant 
fnacht up ^o forae high Tower , is (b amazed to 
Ice himfelf there , that he has no juft mefurc of 
the altitude, but thinks every thing farther bet^ . 
low him then it is ; fo thcyuhat afcend i(o great- 
nefi by fwift and rapid motions , have their 
heads io turned that they are apt to overvalu it; 
and to look with contemt on thole who befor? 
perhaps they thought worth their enyie. And 
on a mind thus prepared, fla<;tery may make 
any impreffion, it fuborning even Providence 
as a witnelson its fide , and inferring from the 
Dignities obtained, the tranfcendmg merit of 
die obtainer. A piece of Sophiftiy whi<jH 
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the flighteft obferver may eafily confute, all 
Ages gi\ing inftances or thofe whofe Vices 
have preferred thenii'' and by a ftrange Chymi - 
ftrjr have extracted Honor out of infamou?^ 
ads.. Yet to amind pofleft with its own ad. 
in ration , this shall pals for a demonllration : 
fb trecherous a thing is Pride, that it cbmbines 
with all who defignto cheat ns: and indeed 
'tis not only an acceltary, but the principal j 
none btmg in danger by others flatteries, who 
are not firlt feduced by their own. 
' 1 8t I T w ill therefore be a point of Wifdom 
for all Perfbns of Honor to encreafe their cau- 
tion with theit fortune, and as they multiply 
their Retinues without, fo efpecially to in- 
foice their Guard within, tliat they become 
not ilaves to their own Greatnfels , fix not 
themlelves in fiich a poiture of State, as to be-r 
come immoveable to all the officfe$ of Huma- 
nity and Civility '; not think that their admit 
iion to Greatnefs is upon the fame terms on 
which the Jews v^re wont to receive their 
Profcly tes , that they muft renounce all their 
former relatibnsj but to rememiber that they 
differ no more from others then as a counter 
iet in. the placii of thoufands or hundreds, does 
from one let i n the place of tens or units . A 
little tranfpofition may quite alter the cafej or 
iiowever, when they are all taken off the fcore, 
they are then indifcriminatly tumbled toger 
ther, and one has no precedence of another, 

either 



S^ct. IV. ^Ofiyfffability. 8f 

either in place or value. So undifcemible 
v^ill be tht difference between the greateft 
Queen, and the meanefl: Servant, when Death, 
that great Leveller ^ shall have mixt them ; 
there will be no inquifitionin the Grave who 
came embalmed, or perfumed thither- And, 
as a Learned manfaies, the Ulcers oiLaza^ 
rus will make as good duft as the paint of J^- 
zebel. 

19. But I shall be thought to have out- 
ran my Subject , or inftead of that amiable 
Image of Anabihty , and univerfal Obliging- 
nefs , the great Ornament of Life , introduce 
the grim figure of Death , that fiiUen Exe- 
cutioner, whom no Gift., no praiers can 
mollify. Yet I cannot yield it wholly im- 
pertinent; for, as its final fhx>ke cures all 
the infirmities of die body, fb the fi>rdight 
and contemplation of it is as much a Catno* 
licon for all the nraladies of the mind ; «foe- 
cially that of infolcnce and di£iain; For mre 
they cannot much pride diemielves in any ex- 
altation:, chat remember tlieymuft finally fall 
into the duft : nor arrogandy ddfpife others, 
who oonfider that themfelves shall one day be 
iniiiited over by worms and infe<fls. Such men- 
tal, defocnts into the vault or chaitael-houfe, 
are the i>eft difci][4inies for the demeanor in 6- 
thsx places, acconiing to the admonition of 
the Wife man, Rememi^er tky md^ and tfotm 
shalt never do amifs. 

SECT. 
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SECT. V. 
Of Piety. 

I. r. ASTLY, To compleat and crown 

i J all other Excellencies, nothing isfb 

Proper , fo neceffary as Piety and Devotion, 
'his is the fait which 'feafons all Sacrifices i 
yea, the Altar which fantflifies the Gift, no 
good ( how Iplehdid foever in the fight of 
man ) being acceptable to God > till it be thus 
confecrated i and have this feal of the San. 
d:\x2isj upon it. This is a Vertue truly Di- 
vine , a3 well in its original as its end •, for as it 
Comes from Heaven , ( is an afflation of the 
blefled Spirit ) fb it ;ends thither alfo , and thi- 
ther railes its Votaries. This it it which fub- 
Umates and fpiritualizes Humanity , defecates 
and refines it fronisall the dregs of mortali- 
ty, and fb wings our earthly lumpifti naturci 
that we can foar aloft to the region of Spirits, 
and by its raptures make fome eflfay of that 
ttate of feparation ; eve;i while wc arfe linked 
to the body. This is it which combines us fo 
with God , that we have the fame intereft, the 
fame choices i nay it dos in a fort communi- 
<;ate and enterchange proprieties with him j 
the all-Powerful God feems impotent and un. 

able 
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able to refift its influence , whilft it invefts us 
feeble wretches in akindof Omnipotency, by 
engaging him for us who can do all things. 

2. Now this Piety may be confideied ei- 
ther in a larger , or more limited fenfe ; in the 
former 'tis as wide as the whole fcheme of Du- 
ty) not confined to anyone z€t y but extendi 
ed to all the commands of God. For as the 
animal ipirit difFules its lelf into all the moft 
diftant members of the body j fo this more vi- 
tal Principle has asuniverfalan influence on 
the mind) ftamps that with fiK:h an admirati- 
on and reverence of God , fuch a love and 
Complacency in him, that every ad: is (at leafl: 
habitually) dedgil'dtoobeyand glonfyhim. 

3. In the more limited fenfe) Piety is ta- 
ken for our more immediate intercourfe with 
God in things purely divine , as Adorations, 
PraierS) Afpirations,anc} all pantings and brea- 
things of the ibul aifter him ^ and in this noti- 
on *tis more particularly called Devotion. 
And this is comprehended in the other , as a 
part in the whole > nay indeed , as an effecSt in 
its cauie j for where Piety has not firft formed 
and modeled the ibuly there can be notme 
Devotion. External forms of it there may be, 
but that is but ceremony and pageantry , the 
moft fubmiflive proftrations are there but like 
that of ^agan before the Ark, the fall of a 
livelels trunk j the moft elevated eies but a 
kind ofconvnlfive motion ^ and the moftri- 
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gid mortifications , but like the cuttings and 
launcings of Baal's Priefts. Qf this the very 
Heathen had Ibme notion , and therefore in 
their worfliips had many preparatory ceremo- 
nies of Ittftration, and purifying, as being 
cfbnfcious of the incongruity , that unholy 
Perfons should be admitted to Sacred things. 
And accordingly Socrates h^ excellently (I 
had almoft faid Evangehcally ) defined , the 
heii way of worshiping God^ to be the doing 
what he commands. Indeed without this, our 
Devotion is nieer ftratagem and defign,we in- 
invoke God as we ufe to cajole men , only to 
^rvQ a prefent turn 5 and of fiich difingeni- 
biis addrefles , *tis ealy to read the event , or 
if ytre cannot, Solomon will inftrucSl us, Pr^i;, 
If. S.The Praiersofthe wicked are an abomi- 
nation to the Lard. 

4. T o treat of the fe veral branches of Pie- 
ty in the firft notion , is not agreable to the 
intended brevity of this Treatife j nor necef- 
fry, becaufe there are fo many difKnd Trads 
extant on that Subject ; yet I shall the more 
clofely to adapt it to n;iy female Readers , ob- 
lerve the pro^iety of it to women , not only 
as it is their greateft ornament and advantage, 
but e^cially as they have fomwhat more oJF 
predilpofition towards it in their native tem- 
per. God's Laws which are the rule of pety 
have this common with mens that they are 
inforceduponusby thepropofals both- of pu- 

niihments 
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aifilMEienjts and rewards , by that means engag- 
ing tw<> ofour mojft fenfiblepaffions. Fear ancj 
j[;<oye i ^d the female Sex being eminent £or 
the puflgeaey of both thefe^ they are confe- 
qq^QQcly the better prepared for the imprefliooi^ 
pfJR.filig»on. 

f. T»is isfQJ^n^ch aelwp^wledged , that; 
ppr 9»jifculip^ Atheists n^ake an ijl ufe of it, 
m4^ we willin-g to think<chat Religion o^es its 
ft>ri5co;iiy^o the impotence of the fubjeA on 
which it wori|cSj thgt *tis only an impofition 
npOA the e*fy credulity of women, and are 
icogiteat tp allow them the inclofiire of it> 
wherein ^ thp they fufliciently shew their .conr 
lemt of Piety, yet they unawares give a greater 
hoQOf no that Sex then they intend^ whiUlthey 
Conftfs It mpre capable of an affimilation to 
the luMenae Goodnefs, and ofth? renewal of 
Gods InMge (for to that all Piety is defign'd} 
then their own. And therefore women have 
ib little jreafon to be ashamed, that they ought 
toglory intheconceffion , and gratefully to 
cielebi:ate the goodneis of God to them , who, 
asjhebringslightoutof darknefs, fo converts 
their natural infiflnities into a meansof a fpiri- 
<a(^ fli:^ngth, makestheimpotenciesandde- 
&^^pf their nature fubfervient to the operati- 
on of Grace; imd by confecrating their very 
Pa^Sig^s, fli^^kes even thote Gibieonites feryice- 
»blc %Q the Tabernade. But then 'tis to he 
yqi»«fi»bie^ jjbfat th^ greater is their obligation 

M to^ 
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to comply with this defign of Gods, to let their 
pailions ran in the channel he has cut for them; 
' fo to Confine their Fear and Lovetolpiritual 
Objeds, that they make no inordinate erupti-* 
ons to any thing elle /all their eftimations of 
things dreadful or defirable, to ^ive ftill the 
jull deference to that which is eternal. 

6. And, as Women in General have this 
advantage towards Pifety, and obligation to it} 
fb particularly thofe of Quality , who we may 
fuppofe to have generally a more early inftitu- 
tionandinllriKaion init then thofe of a mean- 
er rank: and befides, have afterwards more 
opportunities of being, built up in the know- 
Icdg of their duty , and ( by the help of an in- 
genious education } clearer apprehenfions to 
difcern it ^ and when they do fo, have greater 
obligations to perform it v both in rclpeftof 
God, of others, and themfclves. 

7. In xefpedt of God they have the great- 
eft tic of gratitude , not only for the common 
mercies which they partake with the reftbf 
mankind, but for thofe peculiar, by which they 
are differencedfrom others ; of which , if they 
want a jufl valu , let them ask themfelves how 
wiihng they would be to part with them, how 
she that has fed dehcatly > would like to be de- 
fblate in the flrcet , or she that has bin brought - 
up in Scarlet ^to embrace theT)unghil^ Lam. 4. 
f. and according to the avenion they find 
to fiich a change , let tljfemeftimatc their pre- 

fent 
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fent enjoyment, and the thankfulncfs it cx- 
afts. 

8. Secondly, in regard of others, their Pie- 
ty backt with their fecular advantages, may 
be of more extenfive benefit 5 they have ma- 
ny opportunities of doing good by their in- 
fluence on others; or if no way elle, yet 
the iplendor of their example, will by the 
eminency of their conditions shine ( as alight 
on lome high Tower ) more perlpicupuliy , 
and guid many into the fame path of Vertue. 
Afld certainly 'tis no Imall obligation that 
lies on them in this refpecS: 5 for God , who 
do*s nothing without an end worthy of his 
wifdom> can never be thought to have feled:- 
ed fbme perlbns as the objects of his bouhty, 
merely that they may fwill and glut them- 
selves with fenliial plefures. No doubtlefs^ 
Jiewho is the great Matter of the Univerle, 
dilpofes all things for common benefit; and 
therefore , if he have placed f ome in an high- 
er Orb then others , it is that they may have 
an aufoicious influence on thofe below themj 
and it they fail in this, they are no longer 
Stars but Comets, things of omnious and un- 
lucky abode to all about them. I might en- 
large on this Subjed:, but having don it al- 
ready in the Gentlemans Calling , I fuppofe 
it unneceffary , fince that part is equally adapt- 
ed to both Stx^. 

M 2 9 Is 
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j^. I N the laft place , they have all oblJ^a> 
tions to Piety , in relpedt of themfelves , and 
that in two confiderations ; thefirft 6£ tkeit 
prefent danger J the fecond, of their ftsfalac* ^ 
count. For their danger j 'tis evident they 
do not more out-number their inferior in any 
thing then in the opportunities , nay folficit*- 
tions to fin. Wealth and Honor havdmany 
fhares , and which is worfe , do often difjx9f^ 
the mind tofuch an heedlefs iecurity, thai 
it takes no care to avoid them : and as in the 
body , 'the difeiles o^ repletion are far more 
numerous then thofe of emtinfeis , fo thfe mind 
is oftner vitiated by affluence and profperity, 
then by indigence and adverfity . It becotties 
tlierefbre thole wKd are fo ihftounckd with e* 
pemies to fortify tliemfelves; and that they 
can no way cJo > but by a ficere Piety i th^t 
wbo/e arthdr &f Gad which the Apoftlfe de^ 
fcribes , £^/^. 6. i^f, ^ which dmethtj Hnay 
repel all the darts of temtati&Hs $ nay <i6t 6iily 
ward the blow , but nirreft the wfeapoii out of 
Satans hand , fo that when he urgfes to fli^id 
the opportunities ^ the imfiuiilty yffhicYt tliei* 
ivealth and greatheis givfes them to be bad. 
they may retort his Argument, and by a 
Wholforrter inference eolleca: theh^e thd* 
great obtigdtion to be good , aiid tliat not 
Only upon the fcorci of gratitude (thd that 
were enough to an ingenuous foul ) but i&the 
jetpud place of in|ereft al^ i i^ refpedt of that 
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account they imift finally give. For the God 
be not an unjuft exa^or to iteap where be ha6 
not ioyfVL^ yet he is not fi> negligently p^o- 
fnfe /as to do (hat which tio p#ii4ent maa wifil 
do , fcatter his goods promifcuoufty , withoot 
taking notice where they fall •, but as he dif; 
pence? all things by a particular proridetice; 
\^ he do's it to a particular end ^ aAd will *<- 
ad as particular an account bow that end has 
bin complied with. 

10. It isafinart exprobraflonofGodst6 
Ifrael^ Ezek. id, i/, 18, 19. that (he bad fa^ 
prilegioufly emploied hisji/ver and gold j his 
oily hu flower and bony which he had given her 
in thefervice of her IdoU , by which as we may 
fee he takes notice how we dilpofe of our 
temporal poileilions, fo it fhew^ w how the 
enditement will proceed againft all thoie 
w^ho io pervert their ufe. With what confu- 
fion muil they appeal? at the great Audit wh6 
can give no other account of their receits , 
but that they confiimed them upon their lufts, 
waMd war againft God with his own trefure, 
and bin as wfell thieves as rebels ? What a Lii- 
piferian fall will they have fr()m their honors, 
who have endevored to undermine Gods? 
thought theflifelves too great to pay him hd- 
tnage , and by their profane . and vicious 
example, induced a tontemt of hiiH ? In fhort, 
ivhat a retaliation of inverfions will there 
hen be ? thofe that have ^urjjedGods grace 

into 
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into wantonnefs, coijvertedhis bounty into 
the fuel of their pricje and luxury, (haUthen 
have their glory turned into fhame , their riots 
and,excefles into the want of ^a drop of wa- 
ter, and Ihall retaiij nothing of their great- 
neis , but the guilt j phe grating remembrance 
of having abufed thofe temporal bleffings, 
which if well managed might have received 
them intp everlafting habitations. How ne- 
ceflary then is it for all who have received fo 
much upon account , to be often rjej9e£ting on 
it, examining what charges the great owner 
has inipofed upon fb ample an income ? what 
God requires of them for whom he hath don 
fo much ? And. this is particularly the bufinefs 
of Piety, which in alltheforementionedrc- 
ipecfls, i^as xk^\i{hBj^c&:y{o the nobleftac- 
.fcomplifhmeijt of grcatnefs. 

1 1 .^ A N p fiich it hath bin accounted till 
thisprofaiie Age of ours, which has removed 
,all the boundaries of the former, reverfteven 
the inftindts of nature , and will not leave us 
fo much of Religion as had the very worft of 
heathens. For how erroneous foever they 
were in the choice of their Deities , theyal- 
waies honored and reverenced thofe they 
chofe, committed moft of their enormities 
in obedience not in affront to them: did not 
aflign them votaries as Jeroboam did his Priefts 
of the meanejft of the people, but thought 
jhemfelyes dignified by t;heir ieryjcQ, and e 
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fteemed it an infamy pot robe pious. But 
alas now wc adaies make other eilimates^ 
Religion is fo abje<fl fo contemtible a thing ^ 
as is thought fit to influence none that ard 
great either in parts or quality : and therefore 
tho too many are willing to appropriate it to 
women , upon the firft account , as the Gofpel 
U thefoolishnefs of freshing , i Cor, i. a i . yet 
they make exceptions upon the latter ) and 
are not willing to afford it any of the nobler 
Profely tes even of that Sex. 

iz. I doubt not there are many Lectures 
read to fiich , to fortify them againft all im- 
preffions of piety > to raze out the common 
notion of a God 9 and in order to that tode* 
pofe his Vicegerent within them, difcard their 
confcience , that unmannerly inmate , which 
isftill fpeaking what they have no mind to 
hear, apd will be apt fomtimes to queftion 
their grand principle , and tell them they have , 
fouls. And truly *tis no wonder if the abet- 
ters of Atheifm take this courfe •, for fince they 
have no iblid foundation of truth or realbn, 
\\% but neceilary they fupport their Party by 
Autority; the countenance and applaufeof 
Great Perfbns, and God knows they have too 
much iucceeded in the defign. But , in the 
mean time what iecurity do they give for the 
tmth of their pretenfions ? We know 'tis ftill 
«quired of thofc that will pradlice upon other 
peoples concerns that they put in caution to fe- 

cure 
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cure the owner from damage , But alas what 
gage can they give forafouUWhocan con^ 
pive a form of Indemnity where that is the 
^mg hazarded i - 

jg. Tis eafy' indeed for one of thefe A- 
foM& of Sathm $ to tell a Lady that, fhehas 
nothing to dp but to indulge to her pleiiiie; 
that \i& the extiemeft iblly to be frighted from 
a preieot mpmcnt > by a feat of I know not 
vhat frtture fraau s liat God , and Sin, and 
Hell, are but uAmies^ Cjsrtain Mormos and 
Bug*bcars conju?d i^ byJDiviaes, to work 
upon her feaff , and abufe her credulity. This, 
and much moise of this kind may be laid , and 
I doubt ofren is^ hpi 41 this while the que* 
ftion is begg'd , and a ftroug AflStrmation myft 
pafs for proof: ifor I defy all the Do<lors'of 
Atheifinto makea^y dempnftration of their 
Tenet; and yet thothey pptend to noDe- 
mooftiratton themfelves, ReIigionmuft.be 
condemned merely fof ;the want of it: that 
is for nojt making fpintual diings liable to 
fenie, for diftinguilhing between Belief and 
Soience i which is indeed fpr doing the molt 
«afonahle thing in the world, w;c.the re- 
mitting every obje<3: to the trial of its pro- 
per faculty., and th?y whf) fufped it' upon 
that account^may by the fame ly.nd of Logic 
wrangle »s out pf all our fenfes, rniav per-, 
fwade us we hear nothing beca^fe the eit 
difcerns nptlbuncfe,that weiaft«ot>beicaufe 

the 
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tlie ear underftands not gafts iad iapors ^ and 
ib onto the reft. • 

14. And yet this is the bottom of thofe 
Argaments which the great pretenders to Rea- 
£)a make agaioft Religion ; and in the mean 
time have io little ingenuity as to exclame on 
the light credulity ot fools and women, that 
embrace the dilates of faith, whilft at the 
fame inftant they exad: a more implicit aflent 
to their negative Articles^ their no Religion. 
A iftrange magifterial confidence ib to impoie 
on this Age, what is fb univexfally contradi- 
&ary to all former,and to the common verdid: 
of mankind. For 'tis obiervaUe thro all the 
iucceffions of men^ that there yere never any 
fbcietytany collective body of Atheifts. A fin-* 
gle one might perhaps here and there be found 
( as we iee fbmtimes . monfters or mifhapen 
births) butfor the generality they had alwaies 
fech inftinds of a Deity, that they never 
thoQght they ran far enough from Atheifin j 
but rather chofe to multiply their Gods, to 
have too many then none at all ; nay were apt , 
to defcend to the adoration of things below 
themfelves^ rather then to renounce the power 
above them. By wliich we may fee that the 
notion of a God is the moft indelible chara- 
fter of natural Reafon v and therefore what- 
ever pretence our Atheifts make to ratiocina- 
tion and deep difcourfe , it is none of that pri- 
mitive fundamental reafon coetaneous with 
/ K our 
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our humanity j but isindeeiJ a reafbn fit only 
for thofe who own themfelveslikethebeaftj 
thatperish. 

If. But admit we could be more bounti-fc 
f ul to them » and allow their opinion an equal 
probalnlity with our Faith, yet even this could 
never jttftifie any body in point of Prudence, 
diat should adhere to them. €ommonTlifcre- 
tion teaches us that where two propofitions 
have an equal appearance of truth, there is no 
rational inducement to prefer one before the 
other , till we have ejcamined the coniequen- 
Ccs, and find ibmthing in the one which may 
over^poife and outweigh the contrary. Now 
in all things that concern pradlice, there are 
no motives foconfiderable either to invite or 
avert, as Advantage or Danger. 

16. Let us apply this to the prelent cafe, 
and ev:amiii:the pretenfions of the Atheift and 
the Chrijftian in both relpe^ts. But firft we are 
to remember, that both Advantage and Dan- 
ger are to be viewed under a double notion, 
either as prefent or as future. . Tlie former is 
the Atheifts moft proper fubjedl , and indeed 
all that he can pertinently Ipeak toiwho profet 
fes himfelf only a, man or this world. Here he 
will tell us that the disbeket of God and ano« 
ther life, is the great enfrancbifer of mankind^ 
fets us at liberty from that thraldom, thofe 
Bonds wherewith our fiiperftitious fears had 
fettl?r*d us*, that it lixperfedcs dUL thbfe nice^and 

perplexing 
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perplexing inquiries of lawful and unlawful) 
and reduces all our inquifitions only to this 
one, how we shall moft pleafe our felves. The 
glutton need not put a knife to his throat, but 
is only to put an edg upon' his palate. The 
dninkard need not refrain his cups , but only 
take care that they be filled with the moft de- 
iicious liquor. The wanton need not pull out 
his eie ^ but only contrive to poflefs what that 
temts him to defire \ and in a word none of our 
appetites need be reftrain'd, but fatisfied. And 
this uncontroul'd lieentioufnefs > thisbrutiflV 
liberty, '\%i^ztfummumhonum^ that fupreme 
haf^inels which they propofeto themlelves^ 
and to which they invite others. 

17. On the other fide the Chriltianisnot 
without his clame to a preieijt advantage, tho 
of a far differing nature : he is not fb prcpofte- 
lous as to think it a preferment to fink below 
his kind 5 to afpire to an aflimilation with mere 
animals, which is the utmoft the former a- 
mounts to , but he propoles to himfelf the fa- 
tisfadlion of a man •, thofe delights which may 
entertain his Reafon not his Senle , which 
confift in the re<ftitudeof a well inform*dMind. 
His Religion is the perfe<aeft Scheme of Mo- 
rality, and makes him a Philofopher without 
the help of Scholes ; it teaches him the art of 
fubduing his appetites, calming his palSons, 
and in a word makes him Lord orhimlelf ^ and 
W that gives him all the plefurcs which Kfult 

N » from 
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from fiich a foveraignty. Nor is he totally 
void even of the pleliires of fenfe, which in 
many inftancesare greater to him then to thofe 
that molt court them. Temperance cooks his 
courfeft diet to a greater guft, then all their 
ftudied mixtures i Chaftity makes one lawful 
embrace more grateful to him, then all the 
naufeating variety of their unbounded lufts j 
and Contentment fwells his mite into a talent, 
makes him richer then the Indies would do ii 
he defired beyond them. Nor is it a contcm* 
tibie benefit,that his Moderation giv^ him an 
immunity from thofe fenfitive pains which oft 
bring up the rear of inordinate fenfual pleliires. 
So that his condition even (et in the worft 
light, in that very particular wherein the A* 
theift mojft triumphs pver him, is not (q deplo- 
rable as 'tis represented. ' 

18. But if it were, he has plefures that 
would infinitly overwhehn that fmaft > and 
that not only in his reafon ( as hath bin faid 
before) but in his more iublime diviner part, 
fuch irradiations froin above, fuch antepdfts 
of his future blifs, fuch acquiefcence in a 
Calm and fcrene confci^nce, as is very cheap* 
ly bought with all he can fuffer here. I know 
the profane laugh at thefe things as Chime« 
ra's and the illufion^ofa prepoflfefled fancy : 
( and truly if they were fo, they might yet 
come in balance with ift4ny of their pleiures 
which are as much owing to opinion and i. 

' magination 
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magination : } but '^ we confider what (up- 
gortsthey have given under the heavieftpreC 
iiires, how they enabled the primitive Mar-^ 
tyiS not only tofuffer,but even to court all 
that is formidable to humane nature , we can«. 
not think that a mere phantaftic imaginary 
joy could deceive the fenfc of fuch real , luch 
acute torments. And tho in this gteat de- 
cUnation of Zeal, there be perhaps few that 
can pretend to thoie higher degrees of fpiritu- 
al raptures $ yet certainly were the votes of ill 
devout perfbns coUedea , they would all con* 
cur in this teftimony , that even in the com- 
mon offices of Piety , the ordinary difcharee 
of a good Confcicnce , there is an infinitty 
greater complacence , a higher guft and relifh 
then in all the plefiircs of Senfe. But of this 
themoft irrefragable witnefles are thoie who 
from great voluptuaries have turned devotes ; 
and I dar^ appeal to their experience! whe* 
tlier of the two ftates is themoft plelant. I 
wiih thofe who will not believe tbts on others 
words, would themfelves make the trial, and 
till they do fo they are notorioufly tinjuft td 
pronounce that a fi^ion , of whole reality 
they refufe to naake proof 

1^. By what hath bin faid,fbmeeftimate 
may be made which bids faireft( the Atheift 
or Chriftian ) as to prefent temporal felicity : 
but alas what an allay , what a damp i% it to fe- 
licity to fay 'tis tempcar^Uyetweiwiy give it 
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a term below that , and fay f^i$ momentary* 
For fincc our life is fo , nothing that depends 
CO that jcan be otherwife, and yet in this 
Jh^Uow bottom the irreligious embark their 
all. For , as to all future advantage , 'tis their 
Principle to difclameit, they difcern na re- 
ward far hlamekfs fouls , Wifa. 2. 2l- So that 
in this particular the Chriftian do's not com* 
pare with, but triumph over them. He 
Knows that if his earthly houfe of this taberna^ 
cle be diffblved , he hath a building of God •, an 
Houfi not fnade with hands , eternal in the Hea- 
verify 2 Cor. f. i. That when he parts with 
Jiis life,hedo*snot refign his happinefs , but 
fliaU rccfeive it infinitly improved both in de- 
, gree and duration. And how certamly 'tis vi, 
iible enough which opinion projpofes the fair- 
er hopes , and confequently whidi ( fuppo- 
fing but an equal probability of truth ) is the 
moft inviting. 

20. B u T ibme ipirits there are fo igno- 
ble , thajt ;he inoft glorious Prize cannot ani- 
mate them; that like afwine, the mufdesof 
whole eies , they fay , permit him not to look 
upwards , is not concerned in all the felicities 
above, but would at aventure refign his (hare 
in thofe , fb he may fccurcly enjoy his husk 
and draff. But yet even thofe who are un- 
capabje of the more gendJ'ous refentments, 
maybe apt enough to the more fervile^ and 
^aiig€;r jngy frigJ^t^tho glory cannot allure 
■ '■ " ^ them, 
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them. It concerii3 fiich therefore to com*- 
pare the mifchiefs which each Opinion threa- 
tens to their oppofites T and from tlience make 
aneHimatewhichisfafefttobe choien. And 
here let the Atheift himfelf caft up the ac 
count of the dangers confequent to Chriftia- 
nity, and it xan all amount but to this, the 
deprivation ( or rather moderation ) of forne 
preient ieniiial pleliires > or the incurring of 
rpme preient fcnfitive pains ; the former in 
the d^y exercife of Temperance, and Mor- 
tification I the later , ( more rarely and oftner 
in pui$)ofethen ac3:>thefuffering for righte- 
oulnels fake. And both thefe the Chriflian 
balances , nay out-weighs by two more, im- 
portant prefent hazards on the other fide. To 
the former he oppoies the danger of being en- 
Haved to the brutiih pirt of a mans felf , a 
thing ib. deplorable even in, the judgment of 
humanity , that all writers of Etmcs have uni- 
formly declared no fervilitv to be lb fordid 
and intolerable , as that of tne vicious man to 
hispaffions and Lulls. To the later ^ he pon- 
fronts the mifchief of being a Have to every 
man elfej for iiich he certainly is , whom the 
fear of fufltering can baffle out of any thing 
he thinks juft aiid honeft. For if all themen 
in the World could liiccellively have the pow- 
er to afflid him, they would alfo have to 
command and rale him 5 and what can b? 
more abjcd , more below the dignity of hu- 
man 
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man nature, then to haveafoirit alwaiesptt* 
pared for fuch a fervitude ? Befides even the 
utmoft fufferings which Chnftianity can at 
anytime require, is outvied daily by the ef- 
£b£ts of LuKury and Rage •, and tor one that 
has opportunity to be a Martyr for his God , 
thoulands become fb to their Vices. 

21. I p from' the prefent wc look forward 
to future dangers , the Athejft muft here be 
perfeiStly filent 5 he cannot fay that theChri- 
ifcian after this life fliall be in any worfe e- 
ftate then himfelf , fince he concludes they 
fliall both be the fame nothing ^ bw the 
Chriftian threatens him with a more difinal 
ftate. He allows him indeed a being, yea an 
eternal one 5 but it is only fuch as qualifies him 
for a mifery as eternal y the worm that never 
dies , the fire unquenchable , where*all the cx- 
cefles of his short Plefures (kail hp revenged 
with more.excdfive, endleft Torments: his 
fenfes which werq here the only Organs of his 
fclicity,/hali then be (tho not the only)che ve- 
ry fenfible mediums of his wrctchednels j and 
that Conlcience which he here liifpended from 
its office, fhall then takeout its arrears, and re- 
turn all its ftifled admonitions in perpetual 
horrors, and defperate upbraidmgs. I need 
not now liire ask on which fide the greater 
danger lies. 

22. To conclude, the refult of all is, that 
the tranfitory Plefures of the Atheift ^re ovf r- 

poif>:d 
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polled even by the prefent Satisfadions of thci 
Pious. And the eternity of unbounded , un- 
concievfid^le joies heexpedrs herfcafter, comes 
in exabundanti^ haying nothing on the other 
fide that offers at a competition with it. And 
at the very fame rate of Proportion we have 
feen the dangers alfo are fo , that we can eafily 
compute the utmoftmifchief our Ghriftianity 
can do us, if it (hould be falfe 5 but the damagd 
of the other is ineftimable^ both for the penalj 
ty of Lofs and Senfe. I may now appeal to 
common Pradence to judg of the vaft inequa- 
lity , and to pronounce , that fure there had 
need be fome great evidence of truth on the 
Atheifts fide ^ to preponderate all thefe difad- 
vantages. Indeed , nothing much below a 
demonftration can juftify the choice of €0 
dangerous Principles j I am fure an equal pro- 
bability can never do it 9 where the danger is 
io unequal 5 and were the verieft Athcift cor - 
fulted ill a lecular cafe of the like circuir- 
ftances, he would certainly pronounce him a 
mad man that (hould makeliichan elC(9:ioni 
How defperate a phrenfy then is it to do it, 
without to much as that equall probability : 
nay indeed , without any probability at all f 
And yet this madnefs fets up for the monopoly 
not of Wit only , but Reafon too ; and by 
confidence and clamor, feeks to fun dowri 
thoie Arguments it cart never confute. 

13. 1 may I* thought here to havef made 

Q too 
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too long a digreffion froxtt^my proper Subje<3:, 
butcannotconfefsitfoj for fincc myprefent 
bufinefs is to . recommend Piety j I can 
.no way do that fo efFedually as by ihewing 
its confonancy to right reafon , efoecially 
confidering the bufie induftry now ufcd to re- 
prefent it under another form 9 and to alienate 
Irom it thofe perfbns whofe Greatnels may 
giveitany luftreor repute in the World 5 of 
which Ibrt I luppolc there are few more fre- 
quently attaqued then Women of Quality^ 
that converle among thole who call, them- 
felvesthe Wits of the Age^ who living in fo 
infeftious an air, had need of fome antidotes 
about them $ and if what I have now offered, 
appear not forcible enough , ( for it pretends 
not to the tith of what may be faid on the 
Subjeft ) yet it may at leaft do them this fer- 
vice , to put them in mind of what they need , 
and fend them to the fuller dilpcnfatories of 
others. . 

14. And that is the thing I fliould eai> 
neftly beg of them, that they would be fb juft 
to their own intereft, as not to combine with 
ieducers againftthemfelvesj bat if they have 
bin fo unhappy as to lend one ear unto them, 
yet at leaft not to give up both to beiorcedin 
a flavifh fubmiffion to their di<9:ates , but hear 
what may be faid on the other fide. And fore 
'tis but a lowcompofitionfor God thus to di- 
vide iWith Safan, yet *tis that of which his E- 

miflaries 
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miflaries are fi) jealoas, that 'tis one of their 
grand Maximsj that none who profefles Divi- 
nity is to be advifed with • and therefore by 
all Arts they are to be rendred either ridicu. 
lous, or fu(pe<3:ed 5 to which methinks may be 
applied that Fable (which DemoHhenei once 
recited to the Athenians^ when Alexander de- 
manded of them to deliver up their Orators} 
of the Wolves and the Sheep, whocoming to 
a Treaty, the firft Article of the Wolves was, 
that the flieep fhould give up their maftives 
which guarded them : the refemblance is too 
obvious to need a minute application. 

If. But this is manifeitly to reverfe all 
former Rules, and to truft a man rather in any 
Faculty then his own, and would never have 
prevailed in any thing but where the foul is 
concerned , that poor defpicable thing where* 
on alone we think fit to make experiments. 
Tis fure , that if any (hould difpute their title 
to an earthly Pofleflidn, they would not fb 
tamely refign it, nor would traft their own 
felves in its defence, but would confiilt their 
ableft Lawyers, and, by them, fift out every 
circumitance that might eftabhih their clame. 
Why fhould they then fufFet themfelves to be 
talk'doutofan Heavenly inheritance, with- 
out ib much as once propofing their doubts 
to thofe whofe ftudy and profemon it is to re- 
folve them? But as in all other ills, to in this^ 
prevention is better then cure j and therefore 

O 2 tr 
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|:otho& that are yet untainted^ the iecareft 
couxfe will be to ftop their ears againft all pro^ 
^e iniiauations -, and to ufe thoie who tcmt 
them to be difloial to their God f that Spiritual 
^iiltery , as they fhould do thofe who iblicit 
them to the carnal , not fb much as to enter 
parly , but with the greateft indignation de*. 
teft and rejedl them. Tis the faying of the 
Wife man, Prov. i^. 23. that an angry coun* 
tenancedrivethaw^ a backbit mgpmgue. And 
certainly, would (jreat Perfonslook feverely 
on liich defamers of Religion they would 
give Ibme check to that impudence of pro- 
itanenefs which has given it. fiich a vogue in 
the World. 

25. And fure this is much their Duty to 
do, if they own any relation to that CJod 
who is fb diflionored. They would think it 
a very difingenuous thing to fit by to hear a 
Friend or PenefacSor reviled , and exprefi 
no difplefijre; and is God lb friendlels a, 
mong them , that only his traducers and Waf? 
phemerscan be patiently heard? Among the 
Jews , at the hearing ofany blafphemy 9 they 
lent their clothes ; but I rear we have Ibme 
of our nice Dames that would he much more 
poncern'dat a rip in their garment, then at 
the rending and violating God's SacredNamej 
fiQd could naore patientlv behold the total 
fubverfion of Religioii j tnen the diforder or 
piii|?l»9ingalock or riband. But 'tis to be 

hoped 
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haped there are not many fo impious > and 
thole that are not, will fiirely think them- 
felves obliged with all their power, to difi 
countenance all theFautors otirreligion, whi- 
ther they be the folcmn fedater fort that 
would argue , or the jollier that would rally 
them out of their Faith. 

27. B u T when they have thus provided 
againft the aflault s of others , and Secured 
the Speculative part of Religion , they have 
only eftabliflied ^ Judicatory againft them- 
felves , ftorcd up matter of Conviction and 
Accufation^ iftheyanfwer it not in thepra- 
dtic, I muft therefore after this long excurr 
fion , return , to my firft Point , and befeech 
them ferioufly to weigh the obligations they 
have to Piety in the general notion of it ; as it 
comprehenqs all the duties of a Chriftianlife; 
of which as I intend not to fpeak particular* 
ly J fo I know Aot where to find a better fimi- 
mary, then that which St. James hs& drawn 
im. Chap. \.verf. %y. tare Rel^ion andunde- 
pled before God$ven the Father is this , ta wfit 
the fat berk fi and widows in their affliStiinh and 
to keep himjelf unJJHftted from the world. 

i5. B u T befides this general > there is (as 
Ifaid before 3 another more reftrained notion 
of Piety , as it relates to our more immediat 
entercourfe with God in divine Ordinances 
gnd Worfliip I in which reipe<3: iccominonly 
pallet undet the name of Deyotion ^ and thus 

coniider'd 
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bETcath of life , on whom he ,has ftamped the 
image of his own eternity , can think thofe 
immortal fouls were given them only to lerve 
the mean and objaGt ules of their corraptible 
bodies, ( for which the foul of the dulleftA- 
nimal would have don as well j ) that eating | 
and drinking , fleep and recreations , which I 
are only ufetiil to the lup^rting us m this 
world , are the only things tor which we weie 
fcnt hither. And yet if we may mefure their 
opinions by their pra6bice> this foems to be the 
perfwafion of many of our female Gentry, who 
look u^n it as a degrading , a kind ot attain- 
der of their blood , to do any thing but 
pfeafe their fcnfes. An error fore of the moft 
petnicious confoquence imaginable. We know 
a Lady of plefure is in one fenfe a very fcanda- 
lous Epithet, and truly 'tis no very laudable 
one in the otheri^nay which is worle, they are 
often coincident , and fall in with each other. 
She whofe fole univerfal aim is plefure, will 
not think her felf much out of tlie road, in the 
purfoit of any particular. And flie that thinks 
Ibe lives for no Qther purpofe, will fo often be 
at a lofs for innocent plcfore, that (he is almoft 
under a neceffity to call in the nocent, to ferve 
the very end (as (he fuppofos) of her being. 
But indeed were they lure to confine thcm- 
felves to foch as are harmlefs in their kind, yet 
the cxcefs of them renders them finful, and 
the doting purfuit denominates them lavers 
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cfTleJurn vmre then lovers of Gad y ach»a£i:er 
ibjbi^ that the Apoftlcixtiupleatshis Cata^ 
logue ofdhe wotft olr vices of the vorft times 
vithit^ I Tim. 9^4. 

,31; I r is therefbce the great goodnefi of 
God to de%n a refca for thole whoie conditio 
on exppies them to that danger^ and by exaA*^ 
iiig a libecal expeao^xxf time in their devotion, 
di^v^rt them frqin iavifhing both it and their 
fiwis rogethet'. Nehiier do's he by this defeat 
their aim of a plefknt life, but ra^r aifift it : 
feriirhbiieasleniualdehghtsajie^ vagrant, and 
mifflrbe'chaied thro 9 nundred turnings and 
wild Mazes^ the fpirituat are fixt> andone mav 
alwaies. know wocre to find them. How or«. 
ten aife chi^ volaptiionsin pain to know which 
pldq^xodiooie?^ hke a £irfeited ftomac the 
gsesrater variety is let befi>re it^ the mote it naa« 
feacesalL- What difficulties hath a Ladyma« 
ny.ii]iiie»txx.ie£Qlvje.w]^her an afternoon (hall 
be ipent at Court^^or at the 1 heater 5 whether 
atdtmcingor at cards ^ in giving or i^ceiving 
vifitsyascnot knowing wmch will beft pleale 
her^^lifiat fhie thatknowa the delights of aevo< 
tiou y ioKiws jvithati that there is no ottier fie 
te^coikMt in competition with it ^ andfo i$ not 
diftra<^edin her choi£^, noi needs ^farther 
then her Qoiet for die moft agieable enter^ 
taijiiment* I know this will found a little in« 
credible to thoic thad know no other ufe of 
Clo&ts^henaft a confervatory of gauds and 

P baubles) 
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baubles 5 that alpire to no plelure there above 
that of children, the playing with Pidures and 
Papets that adorn it. .Nor indeed do. I. pre- 
tend that fuch fliall find thofe fatisfacStions I 
Ipeakof. Thofe whofe errand is to.Bfl?^^. 
bub the God of flies, muft not exped: to be 
-treated by the God oi Ifrael. An ingenious 
man will fcorii to obtrud^Jhimfelfoii thole 
who defire hot his company, and iiire God 
will not maie.hinifelfiaaoip^ cheap. Thofe 
that willmeerdiirn in thdr Clofets, muft.come 
with that defign, relbrt thither as, to a4i Orato- 
ry J nay moi-o- then: fbj; tdaey! muil comie: fre- 
quently. Spiritual joies kitow not the :way 
to a place where they are not often invited : 
and as . meh feek pot^ for jeach /qjjber aotin 
places wher^ tiiey feldcmi or^never Come ^ . but 
where they daily frequent ; f o Gbd con.«iYes> 
not to meet us in that place* where wBiiappear 
rarely and accidentally , but.wherawe:«fimlly 
refbrt. „.,'..> v,\ iiisc[i t 

3 2 « lihall not iieed to branch ou$ deuotBon 
into the feveral parts ,. that being dioix;a|feady 
in arnultitadc of other . Txeatifesi, oli^hitiiii 
they pleafe to coniult.any one, theyrc^xmot 
want a Diredtory for their woiihip^ fwliethcr 
private. or public.- Onlyletme>oiifen?Ciilie 
order and connexion of irhofe two , . tbsrt they 
are neither to be fevered' nor yet to bcr ranged 
prepofteroufly. The pri^at inuft not jjultle 
out the public, for Godeicpeits hisiolema fao-> 

'1 mag« 
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mage : and their hudling it up in pri vat , as it 
may give men Ground to fufped: they pay 
none at all 5 fo neither God nor man can col- 
le£t any thing better from it, then that they 
are afliamed of the Deity they pretend to ferye. 
On the other fide the public muft as little fwal- 
low up .the private, and where it does, there 
may be a juft doubt of its fincerity. Many 
attra<iives there may be to Church befides 
that of Piety, and indeed where that is really 
the motive, it teaches fo much reverence to 
that awful prefence they are to approch, as not 
to come without fome preparation. What fol- 
licitude > what critical njcenefs will a Lady 
have for her drefs, when (he is to appear at a 
folemn meeting at Court , and fhall fhe take 
no care how fordidly, how undecently fhe ap-, 
pear when the King of Kings gives audience? 
Shall many hours, dales, nay perhaps weeks, be ' 
taken up in contriving for the ojie , and shall 
there never be a minute allotted for the other? 
This lure were very unequaU and yet this is 
the cafe where the devotion of the Clolet do*s 
not prepare for that of the Church. If the 
mind be not firft tuned there, it will be very 
ill qualified for that harmony of fouls , which 
is the only thing God regards in our public ' 
offices. So that were there no other ufe of 
privat devotion, but as it relates to the pub- 
lic, that were enough to Ipeak the neceffity of 
it. 

P 2 33. But 
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33. Bui indeed 'tis txQt Only a needful 
preparative to that iacied commerce > but to 
our civil. The World is bnt a larger Ibrt of 
Pcfthoufe , in every corner of it we nieet with 
infectious airs , and thofe that converfe in it 
had need of this antidote. How many tern-, 
tations do's every place, every hour , every in- 
terview , prefent to the fliocldng even or that 
moral integrity which a fbber Heathen Would 
judg fit to prcferve i much more of that ftri^ 
Piety our Chriftianity exadfcs ? 

34^ 'T w A s the oblervation that Origen 
made of hirafelf, that the day in which he fo 
fhamefully fell by Sacrificing to Idols, he 
had ventured out in the morning, before he s 
had compleated his ufual praiers 5 the Devil 
finding him fo unarmed took advantage to 
aflault him, as knowing he had theU bat a 
finffle impotent man to wreftle with $ who 
had forfeited , by not invoking , the prote^ 
d:ionofGod, . A,nd indeed fincepraier is the 
moft powerful exorcifin to tjt£t him } we may 
well conclude > the omiflion of it is. a likely 
mean$ to invite him : for i£ God have not the 
prepojHeffion , if we do not by hearty praier 
liirrender our fouls to him in the morning , 
they are then all the day after like thatemty 
houfe mentioned in the Gofpel^ afit icccp* 
tacle for as many evil Ipirits as pleafe to in- 
habit there. Nor are thefe fpiritual the on- 
ly 'dangers than attend us, we are liable to a 
' / ' multi- 



Sect. V. OfTiety. Uf 

multitade of iecular ones ^Hfo : oar perfons , 
oiir fortanes 9 our repiitati oa$ , every thing 
wherein we can receive a benefit , renders us 
equally capable of a prejudice. What muU 
titudes of accidents are there to indhich we 
lie open , and nothing to guard us from them 
but the divine Providence.? which ifwene. 
gled: tofolicit we are lurevery unworthy of 
its defence. And this is a confideration that 
methinks fhould bring even the moft fenfual 
perlbns upon their knees : for thotoo many 
may be found that defpife the former danger, 
and can contendedly enough expofe their 
fouls , yet fach are ufually tte moft tender of 
their temporal concerns > it being commonly 
the exceffivc love of thofe which makes them 
negle<% the other. She that lears not the fall 
into fin, will yet fear the tumbling into a* 
precipice, and thoflic care not forthelpot- 
ting of ter innocence , would he very loth 
any accident (hould blemifli her face , difpa- 
rage her fame , or impoverifli her fortune , 
and yet frcwp any or aUL of thefe Ihe is utterly 
unable to guard her felf. So that if Piety wiU 
not , yet intcreft methinks Ihould render het 
an homager to that omnipotent power , from 
whence alone (he can derive herfafety. 

gf. And now methinks a Duty that is 
thus bound on with the cords of a man , with 
Jiuman as well as divine perfwafives , (hould 
not ^afily be fhakeij cjflf. I wifli I could fay 
" ' " ' . * * ' it 
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it never is, bat I fear there arelbmeofthofe 
I now fpcdk to, who negleft itin Ipightof 
all thefe inducements.; wIk) tho they can pre- 
tend nothing ierious enough; to own the. 
name of buiinefs , do yet fiiner a fuccceflion 
of I know not what impettineiicies to divert 
them. And indeed were the expenceof fbme 
Ladies daies calculated , we fliould find every 
hour fb full of emtinefs , fo overladen with 
vanities , that 'tis fcarce imaginable where an 
office of devotion (hould croud in. 

3^. The morning is divided between fleep 
and dreffing , nor would the morning fufficc> 
but that they arc fain to mak a new compu-, 
tation tp mefure it , not by the Sun > bat by 
their time of dining , which is often as late as 
the ftationary hours of the Primitive Fafts, 
tho upon a far differing motive. The after-, 
noons being by this means reduced, are too 
ihortfor thofe many divertifements that a- 
wait them, and muft therefore borrow as. 
much of the night as they lent to the mor- 
ning. » And when the mere fatigue of ple^ 
liires fends aLady to her reft, 'tis not ima- 
ginable that fhe will permit Devotion to 
induce a yet greater and more-difagreea? 
ble laffitude, fb the whole round of her 
time feems to be a kind of magic circle, 
wherein nothing that is holy muft appear. 
And indeed 'tis one of the higheft Itrata- 
gemsof Saan thus to foreftal their times and 

by 
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.by aperpstaal fupply pf diveifions, infenii* 
bly Itealirom them the opportunities of di- 
vine Offices i an artifice by which I prefume 
he prevaiU on ibrne^ who^would Itartlc at 
his grofier and more ^ppiarant temtations. 
: 37, N o R needs he more then the iuccefs 
pf this project ;,for if this habitual negled of 
Piety fliQuldnot fiaally end in great and cri- 
minal conimifiions , ( as 'tis naturally very apt 
to do»)yctJiis intereftis fufficiently fecured 
by fufh a cuftomary omiEion^ which amounts 
to no lefsdien the hvjfig without Godinthe 
World: aftsc^foh<:^lefs,thatwhcntheApo- 
ftlerecollpas^to theEphefians the wretched- 
nefsof their Gentile State^, he do's it m thofe 
yery words i^j^iEr. 2. i^. aflcnd fine i thofe that 
live lb undoi Chri^anityf » are not in a better, 
but wo^fe condition 5 by how much contemt 
of God is ::mQre unpardonable then ignorance. 
I&i IxAtheicfoik infinitly .concerns thofe 
who (are.in danger : of fb ht^X a fnare ) to look 
about them i;and endevorto counternwine &a^ 
tan 9 add bb as indaftrious to fecure their du« 
tY , as Jjcrcisrto fupplant it •, and to this pur- 
pofe ^ one of ^e ufefulleft expedients I know, 
is tQ be afomhand with him; I mean, to 
jfoak^ their 'Djevotions the firft bufinesofthe 
day.p byiwhich Idntcnd not only thofe Eja- 
i^ulations wherewith we all Ihould open our* 
cics; biit their more fefaandic^cmn JE^ers; 
aPran^ioe &ihighly expedient, to the: per^s 
: ^ fore 
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\ forementioned , that it falls littk (hort oi ue- 
ccflary 5 and that upon fcveral ^eafohs^ 

39. First, in relation ta one of the 
great ends of Morning Praier, which is to 
jtupplicate the guidance and -protediQiji of 
God for the whoie day; Not» if tbia be iiot 
don till foftie Ladies Drcflings t?e $ni(hed, 
'twill behalf a mockery, 4 iiaott pjfepolt^rous 
leqoefr, q$ to. the greatieft pact of the day, 
which will be paft betbse ; ana beiide$ the ab- 
furdity , there is danger in k $ fot all thelpr?- 
ceding riine is as it yr^tc outlaw^ by it ,- put 
from under the Divine pfoosftjon. Atas^ 
ate God*$ fai^uardft to be onj^^naMidioaal , 

' to £bine out only .With die no^n^y Suaf 
Do they SuTppoCc Satan fcee^\ti«iir hour^j 
andftirs .notabfoad\tiU the of^entoon , tliat 
there is 90 danger either of coirjfltodll Oi^ fpi- 
ritual mifchiefs befoie-th^t time of ^le day? 

' Certainly , if phe naife^f^ tin ba^yMdihe-^iol 
which liaiah menttone-, Cha^if «^^ lii.: do no€ 
dco wn it , they ma^ mfy&x. hear^ 4 moorAis^ ad 
well asevening PaffiagubML Witihl howma^ 
ny others do's the glafe of life mn^btnti) wlulA 
they are at their looktng^f&sipMdW ir^ 
bodies aise maiancd^and woaiidedin.^>thie time 
tjiey are trimnung^d ddeckin^ thaii^f 'And 
who made them Sffierftum ethers • i/C^jwr. 4.. 7. 
Ot what tenure have they in thcilbfecy ofpner 
moment, fsu^e whati theyowe t»God's J^ro- 
videace? AndwhaX'racional ^jcped^Cibaxai^ 
^ .. , ^ they 
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they have of tliat, when they do not invoke 
it? 

40, Nor are the fpiritaal dangers lefs, 
but rather much more j and they mult be ve- 
ry flight obfer vers of themfelves , if they do 
not difcernthat fnaresmay be laid for them 
in their recelles in their chambers , as well as 
in places of the moft pubHc refort. Indeed 

. were there no other then what relates to their 
drefs, and curiofity thereof, it were enough 
to evidence their danger jfcarce any part of 
that but carrying a temtation in it: to Pride, 
if it hit right , and pleafe their fancy : to An- 
ger and Vexation, if it do not. They had 
need therefore to put on thdr armor before 
their ornaments , by a prepofleffion of Praier 
and Meditation to fecure their vitals , left by 
an intern^ death of Grace, their bodies (in 
their utmoft lufter ) prove but the painted Se- 
pulcher of their fouls. 

41. In the focond place, this appears re- 
qnifil; in op^fition to the indecency and in- 
congruity of the contrary. How inverted an 
eftimate do they make of things that poftpone 
the inteiett of their fouls , to the meaneft 
member of their bodies, pay a fupererogating 
attendance to the one , before the other comes 
at all into their care. But what is yet worle , 
hdw vile a contumely is offered to the Ma- 
jeftyof God, who is ufod as they do their 
dunning Creditors , pofted off with an excufe 

CL of 



121 THE LADIES GALLING. PartL 

of nolefure yetto fpeak with him ; whilftin 
the mean time all the facStors for their vanity- 
can have ready accefs and fall audience. God 
miift wait till their Tailor , their Shoomaker 
pleafe to dilmifs them, and at the beft , can be 
allowed only to bring up the rear of a whole 
fhole of Artificers. 

42. But thirdly /tis very doubtfiil whe- , 
the; he fliall obtain fomuch from them 5 for. 
it may often happen that he fhall be quite pre- 
cluded,- fo numerous are the parts of a modtOi 
equipage , and fo exadJ: a fymmctry is required 
in the whole, that ^tis the bufinefs of many 
hours to compleat it 5 when as 'twas faid of 
the Roman Ladies, acounfel muft be cal- 
led about the placing of an hair that fits irre- 
gularly i when one thing after another (hall 
be tried > and again rejeded , as not exad: , 
or not becoming 5 time all the while infenfi- 
bly fteals away, and tho that will not ftay 
for them I yet dinner doth, and then their 
bellies begin to murmur to pay any longer at- 
tendance on their backs , and clame the next 
turn-, and between thefe two competitors, 
*tis odds devotion will be quite excluded, or 
reduced only to a grace before meat: (and 
well if that, confidering how unfafliionable 
even this is grown) in the meantime, what 
a wretched improvidence is it, to reduce the 
one neceflary bufinefs of the day to fuch im- 
certainties, nay almoft to a certain difkppoint- 
ment.^ 43. Yet 
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43. Yet fuppofe this* hazard were only 
imaginaiv > ana a Lady were infallibly fare 
not to lole the time for her Praiers j yet in the 
fourth place, (he will be likely by fuch preced- 
ing diverfions to lofe much of her zeal in them, 
ib that if they be faid at all, they will fcarce be 
faid in a due manner. There is alas luch a re- 
pugnancy in our nature to any thing fpiritual,. 
that we cannot clofe therewith in an inftant j 
but as a benummed , frozen body will need 
fome rubing and chafing before it can be fit for 
motions fo our more frozen fouls require fome 
previous inci tat ions before they can with any 
vigor exert themfelves in Devotion. Now fiu-e 
the dreffing time ( I mean fiich a dreifing as 
we now fuppofe ) is not very proper for fuch 
preparations. *Tis, on the contrary, extreme 
apt to indifpofe and unfit them ; for when the 
fancy is poflefl with fo many little images of 
vanity , they will not eafily be ejefted. That 
ranging faculty is, God knows, too apt to 
bring in even the remoteft diverfions ; but 
when it has fiich a fliotk ready at hand, how 
will it pour them in upon the mind, to the 
great allaying, if not utter extinguifliing of 
Devotioti? 

44. When all thefe confiderations are 
put together, 'twill fure appear wholfom coun- 
fel , that fuch perfons fhould not truft fo im- 
portant a Duty to fb many cafualties . bat in 
the firft place fecure a time for that , repair to 

ther 
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their Oratory before their dreffing room , and 
by an early confecration of themleives to God, 
defeat Satans c\zmc > and difcourage his at- 
temts for the reft of the day. We know there 
is a natural efficacy in a good beginning to- 
wards the producing a good ending : b»it in 
fpiritual things the influence is yet greater, 
becaule it draws in Auxiliaries from above, 
and engages the yet farther aflillances of 
Grace. Upon whi ch account I am apt to be- 
lieve , that where this Duty is lincerely and 
fervently performed in the morning, it will 
not totally be negle<Sted in the fucceeding 
parts of the day. *Twill be eafy to difcern 
the fame obligation, the fame advantage of 
clojfing the day with God, that there was to 
begin it J and when thofe two boundaries are 
fecured , when thofe are lookt upon as ftrid 
dutyv and conftantly obferved, 'tis not unlike- 
ly but their Piety may grow generous, and 
with ^avidy Tf.^^. 17. addto the evening 
and morning a noon-day office ^ for where Devo- 
tion is real, 'tis apt to be progreffive 5 and the 
more we converfe with God , the more we 
fliall defire to do {o. Thus we fee how this 
little cloud like that oi Elijah^ i King 1 8. 44. 
may over^fpreadthe Heavens^ and this handful 
of firft-fruits may hallow the whole day. 

4f . Nay indeed when it has advanced thus 
far, 'twill probably go farther, 'twill not keep 
itfelfonlyonthe defenfive part, buc invade 

its 
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itsoppofits^ get daily ground of thofe vanities 
by virhich it was before oppreft. For when a 
Lady has in her Clofet wafht her cheeks with 
penitential tears, fhe cannot fore when flje 
comes oat, x^vk them prepared for the varnifli 
of the paint andfucus. When (he has atten- 
tively examined her Confcience , that impar- 
tial mirror , and there difcern'd all the blemi- 
fliesofher nobler part, she will fare with fom- 
what a more cold concern confult her look- 
ing-glafs. And when she has by pious vows 
and refolutions put on thi Lord Jefns Chrift^ 
Rom. 13. 14. 'twill be impoffible for her to 
be very anxioufly careful about her garments. 
This devout temper of her mind will by a holy 
leger^dema^in shuffle the Romances out of her 
hand , and fubftitute the Oracles of Truth} 
will not let her dream away her time in phan- 
taftic fcenes, and elaborat nothing, but promt 
her togtve all diligence to make her Calling and 
EleEiionfure. In a word, when she once un- 
derftands what it is to fpend one hour devout-- 
ly, she will endevour to refcue all the reft from 
trifles, and impertinent entertainments 5 and 
employ them to purpofes more worthy the 
great end of her being. Thus may she almoft 
infenfibly wind her felf out of the Inare, difin- 
tangle her felf from thofe temtations where- 
with she was en wrapt 5 and by having her 
heart fofet at^ liberty, may run the waies of Gods 

Commandements ^ Pf. 119* 

4(>, But 
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46. B u T Privat Devotion, tho of excel- 
lent effect: , cannot con^nute for the omiffion 
of public , nor indeed can it long maintain its 
vigor 3 nnlefs Ibmtimes cherished by the 
warmth of Chriftian Aflemblies; and if God ( 
pieafe to vifit them in their Clofets, they are 
Q even by their own Laws of Civility ) obliged 
to return his Vifits , and attend nim in his 
hou(e. I fear too many adapt the.inftance ia 
the formality too, and come as unconcernedly 1 
to him as they do to one another. Tis tnic, ' 
thofe that pay him a cordial reverence at | 
. Home, will certainly do it at the Church ; and 
therefore by the little we fee performed by 
Ibme there, we may doubt God fees as little m 
their Retirements. But what fpeak I of an 
hevty Rjeverence » when 'tis vifible that there 
are tnofe that pay none at all ? How rare a 
fight is it for fbme Ladies to appear at Church? 
How many times (I had almolt faid hu|iiireds) 
do we fee their Coaches ftand at the Play- 
houfe, for once it God's? They feem to own 
no diftmdtion of daies, unlefsitbe, that Sun- 
day is their moft vacant feafon to take Phyfic, 
or toliea-bed $ and if fuch do ever come to 
Church , Devotion is like to be the leaft part 
of their errand ^ fome new garment perhaps 
or drefs is to be (hewed, and that thouht the 
place where the moft critical Judges of thofe 
things will be moft at lefure to obferve them i 
or if they come not to teach new fashionsi it* 

may 
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may be they come to learn , and fiich doca. 
ments will be furer to be put in pra<ftice then 
any in the Sermon. Poffibly mey expeft to 
fee feme friend or acquaintance there, and as 
if Chrift were to be lerved (as he was born) in 
an Inn , make his houfe the common rendez- 
vouz in which to meet their aflbciates. If 
they have any more ingenious attradlives, 'tis 
commoniy tnat of curiofity, to hear Ibme new 
celebrated Preacher , and that rather for his 
Rhetoric then his Divinity 5 and this Motive 
(thothebcftofthefet) is but like that which 
prevailed widithofe Jews St. J^^ mentions, 
who came to Jefus that they^might fee Laza^ 

Tt^, Jo. T%. 

47. I fliall not rank among thefe Motives, 
that of Hypocrifie and ieeming Holinefs, for 
from that all the reft do acquit them. Indeed 
'tis the only fin which this Age has Teemed to 
Inform, and that too only by way oiAntiperi^ 
^ajis^ not by the Vcrtuc, but the Iniquity of 
theTimes.Religion is growii fo unfafhionable, 
fo contemtible j that none can now be temted 
to put on fo ridiculous a diiguife. And altho 
as tofingle perfons I confels Hypocrifie one 
of the deepeft Guilts , fuch as has a pecuUar 
portion affign'd it by Chrift in the place of 
torment, Mat. 24. fi. yet as to Communi- 
ties, I cannot but think it better to have a 
face of Religion then Profanenels, . The ex- 
ample of the former may work beyond its felf, 

and 
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and the form of Godlinels in Ibme may pro- 
duce the power ofit in others ; but a pattern 
of Profanenefs y the farther it operates the 
worfe , and all the progrefs it can make, is 
froinone wickednefs to another^ lo that I fear 
as St. Bernard wiflit for his Feaver again, fo 
the Church may ere long for her Hypo- 
crities. 

48. But to recal my felf f rom this digref- 
fion, let us a little enquire how thofe whom 
the foremention'd Motives bring to Church 
behave themfelves there, and that is indeed 
with great confotmity to the ends <)f their 
coming , their errand is not to be Suppliants, 
neither do they put themfelveS in the pofture> 
kneeling is impertinent for them who mean 5 
not to pray^ but as the Apoftle dcfcribes the 
Idolatrous fervicc of the Ifraelites^ Theyjate 
dawn to eat and drink and tofe up to play i fo 
thefe fit down to talk and laugh with their 
pew-fellows , aqd rife up to gape and look 
about diem. When they ihould be confeffing 
their fins to Almighty God, they are apolo- 
gizing (perhaps) to one another for the^o- 
mifiion of a ccremonioas vifit , or fbme other 
biteach of civility 5 when they fhould be obferv- 
ingthegoingsofGodirttheSanSfuary, Pfa. 68. 
they are inquiring when this Lady came to 
Town, or ^hen that goes out 5 nay perhaps 
the Theater is broaght into the Temple, the 
laft Play they faw isrecolled:edj and Quotati- 
ons 
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ons enough brought thence to vie with the 
Preacher, Tis impoffible to reckon up all 
their Topienofdifcourle, nay it were fcanda* 
lous for one that reproves them to pretend to 
know, by how many impertinencies (to fay 
no worfe } they profane that holy Place and 
Time. 

49* But thatallfeeingeie inwhofe pre* 
fence they are , keeps an exa(3: account , and 
will charge them not only with the principle 
but the produd): ; not only with dieir own ir* 
reverences , but with thofe which by their 
example orincouragementthey have occafi- 
on*d in others, nay farther even with that 
icandal wliicli redounds to Chriftianity by it. 
For when one that is to chufe a Religion i 
fhall read the Precepts of yy/)bi?^^^ en join- 
ing that the Gods muft not be worfliipt in pad 
iing by > as it were accidentally , but with the 
greateft fblemnity and intention ; when they 
Jnall confider the care ofiST^wtfimnftituting 
-Officers , who at Sacrifices , and all divine 
Services, Ihould call upon the people to keep fi- 
lence and advert to Devotion 9 or but the pra- 
dice of the prefent Mahometans , who permit 
none to fit in their Mofchesy nor to pray with- 
out proftration. When I fay this is confidered, 
and compared with the fcandalous indecency 
obJfervable in our Churches , he will certainly 
exclude Chriftianity from all competition m 
his choice ; not allow that the name of aRe- 

R ligion 
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ligion , whofe very Worfhip appears fb pro- 
fane, and whofe Votaries mock the God they 
pretend to ferve. ^"o 

50. Yet how fevere fbever thtf^charge may 
lie againft Ibme , I am far from inclucung all 
under it. I know there are many Ladies whofe 
examples are reproches to the other Sex , that 
help to fill our Congregations when Gentle- 
men defert them, and to whom fbmtimes 
we alone owe that our Churches are notfiir^ 
niflied like the Feaft in the Parable, Liri. 
14.21. merely out oithe high waies and hed- 
ges , with the poor and the maimed^ the halt and 
the blind y yet fome even ot thefe may be liable 
to fbme irregularity, which may be the efFeft 
of inadvertence or mifperfwafion , tho not of 
contemt or profanenefs. 

fi. And firlt 'tis obfervable in fome who 
come conftantly , that yet they come not ear- 
ly, fo that a confiderable part of Praiers is paft 
ere they enter the Church. Thisfirft caufes 
lome difturbance to others , the fiicceffive en. 
try of new comers keeping the Congregation 
in a continual motion and agitation, which 
how unagreeable iris to Devotion , Numa a 
Heathen Prince may teach us,who,as jP{i!tf4rri& 
tell us, took a particular care , that in the time 
of divine Worship 5 no knocking, clapping, or 
other noife should be heard ^ as well knowing 
how much the operations of the intelled: arc 
obftrudled by any thing that importunes the 

Senfes. 
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Senfes. What would he have faid y should he 
have come into one of our City Congrega- 
tions , where often during the whole time of 
Praicr, the clapping of Pew- doors do's out- 
\ noiie the Reader? 

f 2. But befides the indecency of the thing, 
and the interruption it give to others , 'tis ve- 
ry injurious to themfelvess aJkind of partial 
excommunication of their own inflid:ing , 
which I excludes them from a part of the 
divine Offices > and from that part too which 
is of the moft univerfal Concern , I mean the 
confeffion of fins , which the wifdom of our 
Church has fitly placed in the beginning of 
her Service, as the neceflary introduction to ' 
all the reft. For confidering how obnoxious 
we are all to the wrath and vengeance of God, 
our firft bufinefs is to deprecate that by an 
humble confeffion of our guilt. Would any 
Malefador that had forfeited his life to Ju- 
ftice, come boldly to his Prince, and with- 
out taking notice of his crimes , importune 
himtpbeltow thegreat^ft favors and digni- 
ties upon him.? Yet 'tis the very fame abrupt 
impudence in us, to fupplicate the Divine 
Majefty before we attemt to attone him ; to 
ask good things from him before we have 
acknowledgtheill wehave don againfthim. 
And to fuch God may juftly make fuch a re- 
turn as K^uguftm did to one that had enter- 
tained him much below his Greatneis > I knew 
. , R 2 not 
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not before that we were fiich familiars. 
^ 53. It will much better become them to 
anticipate the time , to wait at thifofis of his 
iioorSy'Fro.S.^i.^jid contrive to be .there before 
the Service begins , that fo by previous recoU 
ki^ion they may put their minds in a fit po- 
Iture of addreis at the pubhc Audience : which 
( by the way ") ipeaks it to be no very laudable 
cuitom whicnalmoft univerfally prevails^that 
thofe few who do come early > fpend the in- 
terval befqreferviee in talking with one ano- 
ther , by which they do not only lofe the ad- 
vantage of that time for preparation; bift con- 
vert it into the dirc^ contrary , do thereby 
a<aually unfit and iridifpofe themfedves. God 
knows our hearts , even m their moft compo- 
sed temper , are too apt to create diverfions j 
we need not ftart game for them to chafe , and 
by prefacing'our Praier with fecular difcourfe, 
make a gap for the fame thoughts to return 
upon us in them. Befides, in relation to the 
place> it has a fpfce of Profanenels, 'tis the 
bringing the Moabite and the Ammonite into 
tlie Temple, Deut, 23. 3. a kind of invafi- 
on on Gods Propriety , by introducing our 
worldly concerns or divercilments into the 
lioufe wliich is called by his name, foleinnly 
dedicated to him , and therefore dedicated 
that it might be his peculiar. So that with a 
little variation , we may to liich apply the ex- 
poftulatory reproof of the Apoftletothe Co- 

rinthians> 
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nnthians. , i C». ii. 22. what ^ have ye not* 
btmfes to talk and cmrnerje ith or dejfife ye tbe^ 
Church of Godi But this i% I confefs^ a re* 
proof that will cot reach to many, there being 
fo few of the better fort that come early e- 
noagh to talk before Service, and as for thoie 
who talk at it) we have already rankt them 
under another Clafjis. Yet eive me leave to 
add, that thofe fall not much short of that 
degree of profanene(s $ who come late only 
becauie they are loth to hfe^ or' to abate any 
thing ofthecuriofity of their drefs. For she 
that prefers her floth or her vanity before 
Gods Service, is like (how decently Ibever she 
behave herfelf) to give but an unfignificant 
attendance at it. 

5:4. B u T I guefs this may in many proceed 
from another caafe^ which tho lefs in their in- 
tention, is not foinrefped: either of its unrca- 
fonablenefs, oritsefFed:s, and that is an une- 
qual eftimate they make of the parts of Gods 
oervice. This laft Age hias brought in (uch 
a partiality for Preaching, that Praier feems 
comparatively {\!k^Sarahto Hagar^ delpi- 
cable in their eies : io that if they can but 
come time enough to the Sermon^ they think 
they have difcharged their weighuer part of 
the Law, and of tneir own duty. This mid 
perfwafion, tho it have too generally difilifed 
it felf thro both Sexes, yet feems to have bin 
very elpecially imbibed by the Female. AiRi 

Befides 



»34 THE LADIES CALLING. Part I. 

Beiides the evidence that Sunday gives^ the 
yeek-daies alFord no left. Let there be a Le- 
isure tho at the remoteft part of the Town, 
what hurrying is there to it. But let the Bell 
tole never ibloild for the Canonical hours of 
Common Praier) 'twill not call the neareft of 
the Neighborhood. I ipeak not of thofe who 
are at defiance with our Service, and have 
lifted themfelves in ieperace Congr^ations 
( fori intend not to trace them thro their wild 
mazes^ but ofthoie who yet own our Churchy 
and objed not to its Omces> but only have 
differed their valu for them to be infenfibly un- 
dermined by their greater zeal for Preaching. 
Ood fure intends an Harmony in allfacred 
Ordinances, and would not have )them letup 
a Party againft each other: biit mutually 
affift each others operation updn us. Thus 
Praier difpofes us to recieve benefit by Preach- 
ing, and Preaching teaches iis how to Pray 
aright J and God grant we may long enjoy 
the public opportunities of both. Yet fince 
this Age has brought them to a competition, 
I muft take leave to fay, that if we come im- 
partially to weigh Praier and Preaching , the 
Balance will incline another way then it feera^ 
with many to do 5 and we shall nnd Praier the 
more eflential part of Religion. * 

•ff. The end of Preaching is twofold, 
either to teach us what we know not, or to 
etcitc us to practice what we already know : 

now 
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now ^n relation to the firft of theie ends ^ 
1 fappofe there is a wide difFeience between 
Preaching ^t the firi): promulgation of the 
Gofpel, and now. Twas then the only way 
of reveling to the World the whole myftery 
of our Salvation 9 lb that the Apoftlesinfe- 
rence was theii irrefragable 9 How shall they 
beUeve an him of wham they have not heard^ and 
hmshallthey bear without aTreacher >^om. 
10. 14,. Bat where Chriftianity is planted, 
and the new teitament received 9 we have 
therein the whole DoiSrine of Chrift; nay 
we have not only the matter > bat the very 
form of thofe Sermons which Chrift and his 
Apoftles Preached i i^ that unlefs we think 
them not fafficiently gifted , we caimot but 
acJknowledg we have in them ample inftra. 
<^ion both tor Faith and Manners} enough, 
as the Apoftle i^^aks > to make us wife unto 
Salvation ^2. Tim. 3. if. And the reading 
of thofe being a confiderable part of our 
Churches Service , we have the moft genuine 
Preaching even before the Minifter afcends 
the Pnlpit, Befides for the help of thofe whofe 
youth or incapacity difablesthem firommak- 
*tig collediions ^ence for themfelves, our 
Church has epitomi'zd the. moft neceflary 
Pomtsof Bcliet andPraAice in theCatechifin, 
^ot ( as the Roman ) to preclude their far. 
^her fearch > but to (iipply them in the interim 
^Ul they are qualified for it ^ and by that early 

in* 
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infiifion of Chriftia^i Principles, to fecurc 
tijem of that knowledg which is fiinply necct 
iarie to thpir Salvation. 

56. Now fure^ to people in this ftate, 
Preaching is not of lb ablblute neceffity in re- 
ipediofinftriid:ioil) as it was tor thofe who 
from Heathenifm and Idolatry were to be 
brouffht firft to the Knowledg, and then to 
the I« aith of Chrift. We feem therefore now 
more generally concerned in the other end of 
Preaching, the exciting us to. PraAtcej for 
alas> there are few of us who ftumble on fin for 
want of light, but either thro heedlefnefs, and 
want of looking before us> orelfe by a wilful 
proftration of our (elvq? to it 5 fo that we oftea 
need to be roufed out of our negligence, to be 
flighted out of our ftubbornnefs , and by a 
dole appUcation of thofe Truths we either 
forget, or fiipprcls, be animated to our Duty. 
And for this purpofe Preaching is doubtlefs 
of excellent ufe, and the naufeating of it shews 
avery fick conftitutionofraindj yet fure the 
over-greedy defire may be adifeaiealfo. He 
that cats more then he can concoA , do's not 
lb much affift as opprefs nature, and thofe that 
ran from Sermon to Sermon, that allow them- 
felves no time to chew, much lefe to digeft 
what they hear , will fooner confound their 
brains then better their lives. Nay, it oft 
betraies them to a very pernicious delufion, it 
diverts them from many of the pracStical parts 

of 
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of Piety , and yet gives them a Confidence 
that they are extraordinarily Pious •, and by 
their belief that Religion conlii^ principally 
in hearing, jnakes them forget to try them«^ 
felves by that more infallible teft of doing 
Gods will. So that whereas God never de- 
fign'd Preaching for more then a guide in 
their way^ they make it their way, and their 
end too J and Hearing muft, like a circle, be^ 
gin and terminate in it fel£ 

f/- I am fare in fecular concerns , we 
fliould think him a very unprofitable iervant, 
that after his Lord had given him directions 
what to do y fhould be lb tranfported with 
hearing his inftru<3:ions , that he fliould defire 
to have it infinitly repeated, and fo fpend the 
time wherein he fliould do the work. And 
we have tealbn to think God will make the 
fame judgment of thofe who do the like in his 
fervice. • 

58. On e would now think that this ra- 
venous appetite of hearing fliould fuperfede 
all niccnefs in it : yet wfe find it do's not,' but 
that fome make a. fliift to be at once vora* 
cious and Iqueamifli. If this Ipiritual food 
be not artificially dreft:, 'tis too grofs for their 
palats: the Phrafe mutt be elegant^ theword^ 
well accented, and the int icing words nf mans 
wi/domywhich St. P^«/difclaims in his Preach- 
ing, I Cor* 2. 4. is that which they prin- 
cipally regard. Nay the memory of the 

S l^reacher 
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Preacher becomes the mofl: material Point 
of his Sermon, and the firft glance on his Book 
prejadges kkn. I need not add the extra* 
vagances of an uncouth tone, , a fiirious ve- 
hemence, or phantaftic ^efture, wherein the 
foul and vital efficacy of Preaching has bin 
folemnly placed. Now 'tis evident all thefe 
are but trivial Accorbplifliments 5 fo that 
thofe who infift fo much on them, do make 
Preaching much lels Sacred andDivine then 
indeed it is ) and therefore cannot without 
abfurdity lay the main ftrefs of Religion upon 
it, or make that the higheft of Gods Ordi- 
nancies, which owes all its gratefulnels with 
them to the Endowments of men. Some 
may think I purlftcithis fubje(9: too far, bat ♦. 
I am fore I dpi it -not with defign to dero- 
gate from the juft relpedl due to Breaching^, 
only I would not have it mbnoppli2:e our 
efteem, or juftle out another Duty, which is 
of more conftant ufe, an^ indifpenfible ne- 
ceiSty. 

59. And fuch certainly is Praier, that 
refpiration of the foul, which is fo neccllaryj 
that it admits not of long intermiffion , and 
therefore feems to carry the lame proportion 
to hearing; which breathing do's to eating : 
we may make long intervals of feeding, and 
yet fobfiftj butifwefhoulddofo in breath, 
ing, we cannot recover it, Prkier is like the 
morning and evenng Sacrifice under the 

Law, , 
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Law, which God ordained fhoyld be perpe- 
tual \ whereas Preaching is but Hke the Read- 
ings in the Synagogues on the Sabbaths and 
Feftivals. Indeed > iiowever we have con- 
foun4ed.the terms, 'tis Praier only that can 
properly be called the worftiip of God ; tis 
that by which we pay him his folemn homage, 
acknowledging his foveraignty, and our own 
dependance. When we hear, we do no more • 
then what ever)'^ Difciple does to his Mafter^ 
but when we pray, we own him as thefpring 
and lource of all the good we expeA, as the 
Author of our Being, and the Objedibfour 
Adoration : in a word, we do by it protcf? 
him our God •, it being an imprcfs or meer 
natural Religion to fupplicate the Deity we 
ackaowledg. 

60. A N D as by praier we tender the great- 
elt Honor to God , fo likewife do we procure 
the greateft advantages to our felves, Praier 
is the powerful Engin , by which we draw 
down Bleflings i 'tis the key which lets us in- 
to the immenle Scorerhoufe of the Almighty % 
nay tis tliat upon which the efficacy of Preachi- 
ing depends. The wo;:d is but a dead let- 
ter without the Spirit ; and God has promifed 
the Spirit to none but thofe that ask it , LtA. 
II. 13. So that Praier is that which enlivens 
and infpirits our moft facred a£lions : and 
accordingly in Scripture we find it ftill a con^ 
comitant in aU £Qcleiiaft icfil concerns. When 
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an Apoftle was to be fiibftitutcdintheroom 
of Judas ^ . we find they referred it not to the 
decifion of lots, till God, who had the fole 
4iipofing of them, Prov, i6. 33. had bin m, 
yoked by folcmn Praier, A<a* !• 14. So 
when Barnai^asaad «54«/weretobefeparatcd 
to the Miniftry , tho the appointment were 
byr the Hoty tihoft, yet that fuperfeded not 
the neceffity of Pj^ier 5 the Apoftles praied, 
(yea, and fafted tobi) before they laid hands 
on |them, AO:. 13. 3. Nay, our BlefledSa- 
viof Himfelf, tho He knew what was in man, 
and needed no •guidance but his own Om- 
nifcience in his choice : yet we find that be- 
fore his Ele<3:ion of the twelve Apoftles, he 
continued a whole night in Praier to God, 
Luk. 6. 12. doubtlefs, to teach us how re- 
quifit Praier is in all our important inteteftsj 
which like the Pillar of Cloud and firetothe 
Ifraelites , is our beft Convoy thro the 
Wildcrnefs, thro all the fnares and temtati- 
ons, thro all the calamities and diftreflfes of 
this World, andbur moll infallible Guide tq 
the Land fafPromife. 

61. And fiirewl^en allthefc are the pro- 
perties of Praier, tho privatj they will notlefs 
belong to the public. Such a confpiration and 
union of importunate Devotion mult have a 
proportionable mcreafe in its eflfed: : and if 
Heaven can fufFer violence by the fervor of 
one fingle Votary, with what ftorms , what 
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batteries will it be fcaled by a numerous Con* 
gregation > We find the Church is > by Chrift, 
compared to an Kyirmy with banners^ 'Cant. 
p. 3 .but lure never is this Array in fo good ar- 
ray, in io invincibly a poltu]:e> as upon its 
knees. The Ecclefiaftical ftory tells us of a 
Legion of Chriltians in %yiurelitis'% Camp , 
who in thgt pofture difcomfited two aflaiknts 
at once , the enemy and the drought ; tliat 
breath which they fent up in Praicrs ^ like a 
kindly exhalation returned in rain , and re- 
lieved the perifliine Army: and had we but the 
fame fervo/ , and the fame innocency , could 
we lift up but as pure hands as they did, there 
would be no Bleffing beyond our reach. But 
the leis any of us find our ielves ^o qualified^ 
f he more need we have to put our felves a* 
mong thofe that are. 

62; There is a^ unhappy contagion in. • 
gobdneft , like green wood j we may be kind- 
led by the neighboring flame 5 the example 
of anothers xeal may awake mine. Howe- 
ver there is fome advantage in being in the 
Company : thofe fliowers of bencdi<aion 
which their Puaiers bring down , ate fo plea* 
^iful., that fome drops at leaft may fcatter 
^pon thofe about them. We find Elisha for 
Jehoshafhaf^ fake , endured the prefence of 
J^haram^ whotti orherwife he: profefles he 
Would hot have lookt tow^ards, 2 King. 3. 14. 
§nd God may perhaps do the like in this cafe^ 
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and as he profpered Fotiphar for Jofepffs fake 
Gen. 3p. 23. fothe Piety of ibme few may 
redound to the benefit of all. From all then: 
confiderations I fuppofe may fufficiently be 
evinced the neceflity and benefit of public. 
Praier, and confequently the unreafon^bl&. 
nefs of thofe , who upon any pretence neg- 
led: it. 1 fliall now only beteech thofe to 
whom I fpeak> to make the application to 
themielves, and to (hew they do fb by their 
moie early and mote affiduous attendance 
on it. 

63, There isalfb another Duty to which 
many of thofe to whom I write feem to need 
incitation, and that is Communicating! a 
part of Devotion which the loofer fort fcarce 
ever think in ieafon till their death bed: as if 
that Sacrament like the Romanifts Extreme 
Undlioh , were only fit for expiring fouls. 
But to fuch we may\apply the words of the 
Angel to the woman, Luk. 24. f. Why feek 
ye the living among the deadi Why think ye 
that the Sun of Ri^hteoufnels is only to 
Ihine in the fhades of death , or that Chrift 
is never to give us his flefli,.till we are 6ut- 
ting off our own PTis one principal end of 
that Sacrament to engage and enable us to 
a new life. How propoilerous then is it > how 
utterly inconfiftent with that end to defer it 
to the hour of death? Tis true 'tis 'a good 
Viaticum for fuCh a? are in their way toward; 

blifs, 
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blifi : but it is too bold a hope , to fancy that 
it (hall in an inftant bring them into that 
way , who have their whole life pofted on in 
the contrary. The roads to Heaven ancj Hell 
lie fure too far a fundcr to be within diftance 
of one ftep, nor can it with any lafety be 
prefiimed, that once receiving at their death, 
Ihall expiate fo many wilful negledspf itin 
their life. 

64. But I fhall fuppofe thefe total O- 
miffions are not a common guilt : yet with 
many others the fault differs only in degree : 
they do not wholly omit , but yet come fo ill-. 
frequenly, as if they thought it a very arbitra- 
ry matter whether they come or no. And this 
truly isobfervable in many whofeemtogive 
good attendance on other parts of divine 
Worfhip. For indeed 'tis a fad fpedracle to 
fee, that let a Church be never fo much 
crouded at Sermon , 'tis emtied in an inftant 
when the Communion begins: people ran as 
it were frighted from it, as if they thought 
with thofe in Malacby ^ that the table ef the 
Lordis polluted ^^y^^^ 1.12. that fomepeft or 
infeiftion would thence break forth upon 
them. A ftrange indignity to the Majelty , 
and ingratitude to the love of our Redeem- 
er. Let a King, or but fome great man make 
a public entertainment ^ how hard is it to 
keep back the prciling -multitude : many Of- 
ficers are neceflary to. repel uninvited guefts : 

and ' 
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and yet hiere there needs more to drive: us to 
it , tho the invitation be more general , and 
the Treat infinitly more magnificent. 

65. I know this fault (like many other) 
(hrouds it fclf under a fair difguiie to the 
humbleft veneration. People fay 'tis their 
great reverence they havefor the Sacrament 
that keeps them at fo great a diftance : but 
fiire that is but a fidlitious reverence which 
difcards obedience { and when Chrift com- 
mands our coming , Qur drawing backlooks 
more like ftubbornefs and rebellion^ then 
awe and refpe(^. I fiippofewe pretend not 
to exceed the Primitive Chriftians in humi- 
lity and godly fear, and Yet they commu. 
nicated daily : and therefore fiire our rcve. 
rcnce is of a much differing make froin theirs, 
jf it produce inch contrary effefts. Indeied 
'tis to be feared that many put a great cheat 
upon themfelves in this matter. TbeEucha- 
fift isjuftly accounted the higheft of divine 
Ordinances , and thofe who think of no pre- 
paration in other , yet have Ibme general 
impreffions of the neceffityofitin this-, but 
the uncafinefs of the task difcourages them , 
they dare not come without a wedding gar- 
ment , and yet are loth to be at the pains to 
put it on : io that all this goodly pretext of 
reverence , is but the Devil in Samuels Man- 
tle , is but floth clad in the habit of humi- 
'lit)r. 

66. And 
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\66. And to this temtation of floth, ihert 
is another thing fubfervient, and that is the 
eafieand flight opinion which is! commonly 
taken of fins^pf Omilfion. Many are ftartled 
at grekt Commiifions, think them to carry a 
face of deformity and hotror,who in the mean 
time look on Omiilions only as privations and 
meer nothings, as if all the Affirmative Pre- 
cepts were only things of form, put it iii by 
God rather to try our inclinations^ then to 
oblige our performances and lb were rather 
overtures and propofals which we mayaflent 
toot not , then injun<aions which at our pe-* 
nl we mult obey. A fancy no left abfiird then 
impious. That God fhould be content fo to 
compound with his creatures Q and like a 
Prince overpowered by his vaffals) confent^ 
to remit all their homage> ablblve them from 
all pofitive Duty^ fo they would be but fo 
civil as not to flie in his face, or to commit 
outrage on his Perfon. But this wild ima- 
gination heeds no other confutation , then 
that form of Inditement out Savior gives us, . 
as the Model of that which fhall be ufed at 
the laft day. Mat. if. where the whole 
Procefs lies againft fifis of Omiflion^ and yet 
the ientence is as'difinal and itreverfible, as 
if all the Commiifions in the World had bin 
put into the Bill. 

6y. And certainly of att Oiiiiffions none 

is like to be more feverely ehargedliienirhis^ 

. T of 
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of communicating, which is not only a* dif. 
obedience^ but an unkindnels, which ftrikes 
not only at the Autority, but the Love of 
our Lord,' when he fo afFe<as a union with 
us that he creates Myffieries only to effed: it, 
when he defcends even to our feniiiality , and 
becaufe we want ipiritual appetites^ puts him* 
ielf within reach of our natural ; and as he 
once veiled his Divinity in fiefli , fo now 
he veils even that flefli under the form of 
our corporal nurifhment , only that he 
may the more indiflblvably unite , yea in- 
corporate himfelf with us. When I fay he 
do's all this, we are not only impious but in- 
human if it will not attract: us. Nay farther, 
when he does all this upon the moft endear* 
ing memory of what he has before don for 
us, when he prefents himfelf to our embraces 
in the fame form wherein he. prefented him- 
felfto God for our expiation, when he (hews 
us thofe wounds which our imquities made, 
thole llripes by which we were healed, that 
death by which we are revived, fhall we to 
complete the Scene of his Paffion, force him 
alio to that pathetic complaint, Lam. i. iz. 
Have je no regard all ye that fafs by ? Shall 
we inltead of Imiting our bre^fts Q as did other 
witnefles of his liifferings ) tumour backs? 
If we can habitually do this, 'tis to be feared 
the next degree wiU be to wag our heads too, 
and we Ihall have the^'profaneneis to deride, 

what 



S'b c t. V. OfTiety. t^j 

wha\: we have not the Piety to commemoiate. 
. 68. And this ftems to be no improbable 
fear : for in Religion there are gradual de- 
clinations as well as advances^ cbldnefs and 
tepidity will (i£ not ftopt in its progrefs) 
quickly grow to lothing and contemt. And 
indeed to what can we more rcafbnably im- 
pute the great overflowings of profaneneft 
among us , then to our ill- husbanding the 
means of Grace.? Now certainly of allthofe 
meaiis there is none of greater energy and 
power then the blefled Sacrament. 

6p. Were there no other benefit deri* 
vcd from it fave that which the preparation 
implies/twere very confiderable. It brings us 
to a recollecStion, fixes our indefinite purpofes 
of learching and trying our waies , which elfe 
perhaps we fliould infinitly defer 5 ijops our 
Garriere in fin , and by acquainting us with our 
felves , fliews us where our danger lies , and 
how we are to avert it, what breaches are made 
in upon our fouls, and how we muft repair^ 
thenl, all whicJi are with many feldom thought 
ofr but when the time of communicating ap- ^ 
proches. We live fb far off from our felvesf 
know fo little what is don in us, that we an- ' 
Iwer the defcription the Prophet makes of 
the furprize of Babyhny of which the King 
knew nothing till poft after poft run to in^ 
form him tfiat his City was taken at one endj 
Jer. 51. 14. we often lie fecurewhibthec* 
• ^ 1" ? nemy 
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nemy is within our walls, jand thete&re they 
are friendly alarms which the Sapiameot gives 
us to look to our defence, B&t if when the 
Trumpet foueds none will prepare him&lf 
to the Battel , if when the Minifter give? 
warning of a Sacrament, aijddieprjMaration 
it reguires, we go our waies> and with Gaflio 
care far none ofthofe things yOt with Felipd , A£t5 
^^. 26. putitofftoacanveniimtti^ei we wil- 
fully expofe our fclves, and 'tis butjuft Chrifts 
dreadful menace ihould be executed upon {ts, 
that we die in our finSj who will fmftrape fuch 
an opportunity of a refcue from them, 

70. B u T 'tis not only this remoter aad 
accidental advantage (this preventing Grace) 
which the Holy Eucharift affords ; it coijttins 
yet greater and more intrin£c benefits ^ is a 
Spring of affifting Grace alio : 'tis a Higa- 
zine of Spiritual Artillery to fortify ^v^"* 
gainft all aflaults of the Deyil , the great va- 
tholicon for all the Maladies of Qiir .Souls, 
that which if duly received > will qualify us 
to make St. Pauls boafl , FkiL 4. ij. I can da 
all things thro Chrift whijch firengthens me. 
In a word 'tis to us whatever we need , WiC 
dom, Righteojifnefs , Sanc9tification j . aod 
JLedemtion > becauic it poflefle$ us 6i him 
who is fb: i Car. 1.31. 'lb that when ever we 
negledt it , we manifeftly betray oar own i^- 
tereft , and do implicitly chufe death whilft 
yjre thus run from life. 

^ 71. Thus 
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71. Thus we fee there is. ;i concurrence 
pf all ibrcs of Arguments for this Duty r oh 
that ibme ( at ieaft } of them may prevail ! 
If we arc not tradriable enough to do itino- 
Jsedience § yet let us be io ingenuous as "^ do 
it for Love ^ for Gratitude , or if for neither 
ofthoie, let us be at Ieaft fb wife as to doit 
forintereft^ and advantage. I know people 
are apt to pretend bufinefs , the Farm and the 
Oxenmnft excufe their coming to the Feaft; 
but alas what bUi^neis can there be of equal 
neceflity or advantage with this ? Yet even 
that Apology is iuperfeded to thole I now 
ipeak to , who as I obferved before have le* 
race more then enough , fb that it would be 
one part of the benefit^ its taking up fomeof 
their time*? let me therefore earneftlybefeech 
them not to grudg a few of their vacant 
hours to this fb happy an imploiment. 

72, D I D any of their near Friends and 
RelatiojQs invite them to an interview , they 

* would not think him too importune , tho he 
sepcted the fummons weekly, nay dsdly , but 
would pun<2ually obferve the meeting : And 
when their Savior feldomer entreats their 
company, (hall he not obtainjit ? muft he ne- 
ver fee them but at two or three folemn 
times of the year? and fhall they wonder at 
aoy intervening invitation ( as the Shuna- 
mites husband did at her going to the Pro- 
phet.wh^n it was netther n^w Moon nw S^bath 

2 Kings 
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2 Kings 4. 2}#/ and tell him 'tis not yet 
Eajler ot.Cbriftmas: this were not only to 
be irreligious but rade ; and methinks thofe 
who ftand lb jnuch upon the^pund:ilios'o£ 
Civility to one another , fhould not then on- 
ly lay afide their good manners when they 
are to treat with their Redeemer. Certain- 
ly he is not fo unpleafant company that they 
need (hun liis converfe : if he do appear ibto 
any , 'tis that fliunning that is the caufe of it. 
He do's not open his trefures to ttrangets : 
they that come now and then for form fakcf 
no wonder if their entertainment be as cold 
as their addrefs. They that would indeed 
taff hem Jweet the Lard is ^ ?fa. 34. 8. mnft 
by the frequency of their coming fliew the 
heartinefs of it , and then< they would indeed 
find it a feafi of fat things^ as the Prophet 
ipeaks. 

73. In a word, let them but make ex- 
periment, refolve for a certain time (be it 
a year or thereabouts ) to omit no opportuni* 
ty , ( and with all no due preparation ) of 
communicating, I am a little confident they 
will afterwards need no other importunity 
but that of their own longings: theexpira- 
tion of that definit time wiU prove che be- 
ginmng of an indefinit , and their refblati- 
ons will have no other limit but their lives. 
For certainly there is not in aU the whole 
myftery of Godlinels, in dl the Oeconony 

- . of 
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of the Gofpel, fo expedite, fo infeUible a 
means of growth in Grace , as a frequent and 
worthy participation of this blefied Sacra- 
ment. I cannot therefore more pertinently 
clofe this Scdiion, then with tins exhorta- 
tion to it > by which they will not only 
complete all their Devotions , crown and hal- 
low the reft of their Oblations to God, but 
they will be advanced alfo in all parts of pra^ 
ftical Piety. For tho this and other facred 
Offices be performed in the Church, the effi- 
cacy of them is not circumfcribed within 
thofe walls, but follows the devout foul 
thro all the occurrences of human life. 

74. She that has intently confidcr'dthc 
pitfence of God in the Sandluary , has learned 
lb much of his ubiquity > that (he will nac 
eafily forget it iii other places, andlhe that 
remembers that, will need no other guard to 
fecure her innocence, no other incentive to 
animate her endeavors, fince fhe is view'd 
by him who is equally powerful to punifhor 
reward, who regards not the perfons of the 
mighty, nor can be awed into the conni- 
vance of a crime. Indeed a ferious adver- 
tence to the divine Prelence , is the moft 
certain curb to all diforderly appetites, as 
on the contrary the not having God before 
their cies, is in Scripture the comprehen- 
five defcription of the moft wretchlefs pro- 
fligated Hate of fin. It concerns therefore 
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all thole who afpiie to tnic Piety, tonnrifh 
that awful ienfe in their hearts , as that which 
will beft enable them to pradice the Apoftles 
advice , 2. Car. 7. i. To cleanfe themfelvesfram 
allfilthinefs of the flesh md^itit^ and to perfeB 
bolinefs in the fear of God. 

7f. I am ienfible that this Section is (pan 
out to a length very unproportionable tothe 
former i but as the principal wheel in an ar- 
tificial movement may be allowed a bulk ibm^ 
what anfwerable to its ufe^ fb upon the fame 
account^ the fize of this is not unjuftifiable, 
the Piety which this defisnsto recommend, 
being the one neceflary thing, which muiB: 
influence all other endowments. -We know 
the courfe reiemblance Solomon makes of a 
fgir woman without difcretion, that she is like 
a Jewell of gold in afwinesfnouty Prov, 1 1 • 12. 
but even that difcretion (if any fiich cotdd be) 
without Piety were but the adding one jewel 
more ^ expoung another vduable thing to 
the fame delpicable ridiculous ufe. But to 
ibeak truly there is no real difcretion , wheic 
there is lio Religion : and therefore Sokmm 
feems in this place to underftand by it that 
practical Wifdom, which in the facred Dia- 
\tQi ( his writiiigs eipedially ) is equivalent to 
the fear of the Lord. 'Tis true there may 
be a rallying wit to feoff and abufe > a fcr- 
pcntine Wilinefs to undermine and deceive, 
but that fort of Wifdom ( like that of Achi- 

topheU 
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f^A^i/3 finally converts into fooliflinefs, does 
very often appear to do fo in this life, but 
muft certainly in the next, becaufe it builds 
upon a fali^ bottom > prefers temporal thmgs 
before eternal. And as neither beauty nor 
wit, (the v^ celebrated accomplifliments of 
vomen) {o wiU neither Greatncfs nor Honor 
give any advant^e without Piety, 'twill only 
(as hath bin already obferved) make them 
more exemplary finners, inflame the account^ 
and {o expofe them to a greater degree of con- 
demnation, for fine 'tis not their Sex that will 
refcu them from the difmal denunciation oi 
the Wife man, Wifd. 6. 6. Mighty men shaU 
be mightily tormented. I conclude all with an- 
other irrefragable maxim of the fame Author, 
JVhether one be Rich, Noble, or Toor, their 
Glory is the Fear of the Lord. 
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PART II. SECT. L 



Of Virgins. 




'E have taken a view of 
thofe general Qualificati- 
ons , which are at once the 
Duty and the Ornament 
of the Femal Sex confi- 
der'd at large : Thefe , like the common Ge- 
mis , involve all. But there are alfo fpecjfic 
differences arifing from the leveral cifcum- 
ftances and ftatesof Life /feme whereof may 
exadt greater degrees even of the former Ver- 
tues, and all may have fbme diftindt andpe- 

U 2 culiar 
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culiar Requifits adapted to that peculiar ftate 
and condition : and of thefe our propofed 
method engages us now to confider. Hu« 
man life is full of viciffitudes and changes^ 
ib that 'tis impoffible to enumerate aU the 
lefler accidental alterations to which it is lia- 
ble. But the principal and moft diftin(3: 
Scenes , in whicn a Woman can be fuppos'd 
regularly to be an Aftor , are thefe three. 
Virginity , Marriage , and Pf^idowhood: which 
as they diflFer widely from each other , fo 
for the difchirging their refpe^ive Duties, 
there 'are peculiar cautions worthy to be ad- 
verted to. 

2. Virginity is 5rft , in order of time, 
and if we will take St. p^i^/'sjudgment , in 
refpeifl of excellence alio , i (Jor. 7. And in- 
deed , f&c that preferve«- her felf in that ftate 
upon the account he mentions, v. 33. that 
she may care far the things that are of the Lotd^ 
that she may be holy both inBody andml^it, 
deferves a great deal of Veneration , as ma. 
Mng oneoftheneareft approches tg the An-, 
gelical State. And accotdingly , in die Pri- 
mitive Times , fuch a Virginity was had in a 
fingular Eftimation, .and by the afligni:fient' 
of the Schole-men hath a particular Cofo- 
net of Glory belonging to it. Nay even a. 
mong the Heathens , a confecrated Vijwin 
was lookt on as a thing moft facred. The 
Roman Veftol? had c«raardinary pivileges 

allowed 
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allowed them i>5n, the ftate : aijd they were ge- 
nerally held ia ;fach Revereace, that Tcfla. 
ments and other Depofitums of the greaisfl: 
Truft were ufually committed to thdr Cu- 
ftody , as to the fureft and moil inviolable 
Sand:uary. Nay their preience was fo to 
convi<2:ed Malefadorsjt^e Magiftrates veil- 
ing their^i/^f J when they appeard, and gi-^ 
ving up the Criminal to the commanding In* 
terceflion of Virgin Innocence. 

.J. As for the Religions Orden of Virgins 
in the preient Roman Church, dio fome, 
audthofe veiy great abuies have crept m j yet * 
^ think 'twere to be wiOi'd* that thofe who 
^pieflrthefiiin this Nation, had confin'd 
t^mfelve^ within the bounds of a Rcfoima- 
*iOtt, by $:hufing rather to re<Slify and re- 
giilate^ then abolifli them. 
. 4.. But tho there be not among us inch 
Socaetie? > yet there may be Nuns who are 
not Psofeft^ She who has devoted her heart 
to God, and the better to fecure his Inte- 
reft againft'.tbe inoft infinuating rival of Hn* 
man Love , intends to admit none , and praies 
that ihe may Hot t do*s by thoie humble por- 
pbfesconfecrate her felf to God: and per- 
haps more acceptably > then if her prefumtion 
ihould make her more pofitive, and engage 
her in a Vow Ihc is not fureto perform: 

f . But this is a cafe do's not much need 

fiating io om Clime , wherein Women are 

•. fo 
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fo little tranfportedwith this zeal of voluntary 
Virginity 5 that there are but few can find pa- 
tience for it when neccflary. An old Maid 
is now thought fuch a Curfe as no Poetic fury 
can exceed, look'd on as the moft calamitous 
Creature in Natufe. And I fo far yield to 
the opinion as to confefs it fo to thofe who 
are kept in that ftate againft their wills; but 
fiire the original of that mifery is from the 
defire , not the reftraint of M^riage : let 
them but fupprels that once, and the ot^r 
will never be their infeUcity. But I muft not 
be fo unkind to the Sex, as to think ^tis alw^es 
' iiich defire that gives diem averfibn to Celi- 
bate^ I doubt not, .many are frighted oflly 
with the vulgar contemt under which that 
ftate lies : for which if there be no cure, . yet 
there is the fame armor againft this, which is 
againft all other caufele^ Repro(^j ^uiz. 
to contemn it. Yet I am a little apt to be-^^ 
lieve there may be a prevention in the cafe. 
If the fuperannuated Virgins -would behave 
themfelvfes with Gravity and Refervednefs, 
addi(9: themfelves to the ftri(9reft Virtue and 
Piety , they would give the World fomc caufe 
to believe: 'twas not their neceffityi but their 
choice which kept theni unmarried ^ that they 
were preingag'dto abetter Amour, efoout 
ed CO the Spiritual Bride-groom : and this 
would give them among the fobererfort, at 
leaft the reverence andefteem of Matrons. 

Or 
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Or if after all caution and endeavour, they 
chance to fall under the Tongues of malicious 
flanderers j this is no more then happens .in 
all other Inftances of Duty : and if contemt 
be to be avoided, Chrillianity it lelf muft be 
quitted as well as Virgin Chaftity. But if 
on the other fide they endeavor to difguife 
their Age by all theimpoftures and gaieties of 
a youthful drefs and behavior , if they ftill 
herd themfelvcs among the youngeft and 
vaineft company , betray a young Mind in an 
aged Body i this mutt certainly expofe them 
to Icorn and cenfure. If no Play , no Ball 
or dancing-meeting can efcape them , people 
will undoubtedly conclude that they deliie 
to^ put off themfelves, to meet with Chap- 
men 3 who fo conftantly keep the Fairs. I 
wifli tlierefore they would more univerfally 
try the former expedients, which I am con- 
fident is the beft Amulet agamlt the rep roch 
they fb much dread , and may alfo deliver 
them fiom the danger of a more collly reme- 
dy- I mean that of an unequal and impru- 
dent Match, which many hate rufli'd upon as 
they have ran frighted from the other , and 
fo by an unhappy contradid:ion , do both 
ftay long and marry haftily , gall their necks 
to {pare their ears , and run into the yoke ra- 
ther then hear fo flight and unrcifonable a 
Reproch. They need not, I think, be up- 
braided with the folly of fuch an Eieftion, 

finca 
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fince their own\Experience is (to many of 
them) but too ievere a Monitor. I fhall not 
infift farther on this , but having giveil the 
elder Virgins that Enfign of their Seniority 
as to ftand firft in my Difcourfe ^ I fhall now 
addiefs more generally to the reft. 

tf . A N D here the t^o grand Elements eC- 
fential to the Virgin fiate , are Modcfty and 
Obedience, which thoneceflary to all) yet 
ire iij amoie eminent degree required Iictc. 
And therefore , tho I have Ipoken largely of 
the vertu of Modefty m the firft part of this 
Traft, yet it will not be impertinent to make 
fome farther refledrions on it, by way of ap- 
plication toVirginSjin whom Modefty fhould 
appear in its highelt elevation, and fhould 
<X)nie up to Shamefacednefs. Her look , her 
ipeech, her whole behavior fhould own an 
humble <iiftraft of her felfj fhe is to look on her 
fclf but as a Novice, a Probationer in the 
World, and muft take this time rather to learn 
andobferve,then to di(a:ate andprefcribe. In- 
deed there is fcarce any thing looks more in- 
decent, then to fee a young Maid too forward 
'and confident in her talk. 'Tis the Opinion 
of the Wife-men, Eccl 32.8. that a young mm 
sinndd fcarce fpeak , tha twice asUdi in propcw- 
tion to which , 'twill fure not become a young 
Woman , whofe Sex puts her under greater 
rcftraints , to be either importunate or magi- 
fterial in her difcourfe. And tho that which 

for- 
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former Ages call Boldnefs, is now only Af- 
furance and good Breeding, yet we have feen 
fach bad fitperttrudtures upon* that Founda- 
tion, is lure will not much recommend it to 
any confidering Perlbn. 

7* But there is another breach of Mo- 
defty, as it relates to Chaftity, in which they 
are yet more elpecially concerned. The very 
name of Virgin imports ajnoft critical nice* 
nefs in that point. Every indecent curiofity, 
or impure fancy > is a deflowring of the mind, 
and every the leaft corruption of them gives 
fcme degrees of defilement to the Efody too. 
For between the (late of pure immaculate 
Virginity and arrant Proftitution, there are 
niany intermedial Iteps 5 and fhe that makes 
any of them, is fo far departed from her firft 
Integrity. She that liltens to any wanton 
Difcourie has violated her ears, (he that Ipeaks 
any, her tongue, every immodeft glance vi- 
tiates her eye, and every the lighteft ad: of 
dalliance leaves Ibmthing of ftain and fuUiage 
behind it. There is therefore a moft rigorous 
caution reqaifite herein : for. as nothing is 
more clean and white then a perfed: Virgi- 
nity, Co every the leaft ipot or foil is the more 
dilcernable. Befides, Youth is for the moft 
part flexible, and eafily warps into a crook- 
ednels, and therefore can never let it felf too 
far from a temtation. Our tender blollbms 
We are fain, to skreen and fhelter, •beca;ure 

X ' every 
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every unkindly air nips and deltroies them: 
and nothing can be more nice and delicate 
then a Maidei> Vertue, which o#ght not to 
be expof'd to any of thofe malignant aires 
which may blaft and corrupt it, of which God 
knows there are too many, Ibme that blow 
from within, and others from without.* 

8. Of the firft fort, there is none more 
mifchievous then Curiofity , a temtation 
which foird human Nature even in Paradifc: 
and therefore fure a feeble Girl ought not 
to truft her felf with that which fubdued her 
better fortified Parent. The truth is, an af- 
fe(5ted Ignorance cannot be?fo blameable in 
other cgies as it is commendable in.this. In- • 
deed it is the fureit and moft invincible Guard-, 
for fhe who is curious to know Indecent 
things , 'tis odds but (he will too loon and too 
dearly buy. the learning. The fuppreffing and 
deteftiflg all iiich Curiofities, is tneiefore that 
eminent fundamental piece of Continence F 
would recommend t6 them, as tlaat which wiU 
proced: and fecure all the reft. 

5>. B u T when tliey have fet this guard 
upon themselves, they muft provide againft 
Foreign aflaults too . the moft dangerous 
whereof I take to be ill Company, andldle- 
nefs, Againft the firft they nxuft provide bf 
;i prudent choice of Converfatbn, which 
fhould generally be of tloeir own Sex ; yet not 
all of that neither, hntfuchwhowillatleatt 

enter- 
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entertain them innocently if not profitably. 
Againft the lecond they may fecure them- 
felves by a conltant feries of Emploiments : I 
mean not (iich frivolous ones as are more idle 
then doing nothing, but fuch as are ingenu- 
ous, and fome way worth their time : wherein 
as the firit place is to be given to the offices 
of Piety, fo in the Intervalls ofthofe, there 
are divers &thers , by which they may not 
unufefully fill up the vacancies of their time : 
fuch ate the acquiring of any of thoie or- 
namental improvements which become their 
Quahty, as Writine, Needle- works , Lan- 
guages , Mufic , or the like. If I fhould here 
infert the art of O economy and Houfhold 
Managery , I fhould not tnink I affronted 
them m itj that being the moft proper Fe- 
minine bufinefs, from which neither Wealth 
nor greatnefs can totally abfolve them : and 
a little of the Theory in their Parents houfe, 
would much affift them towards the Pradtic 
when they come to their own. In a word, 
there are many parts of knowledg ufefnl for 
Civil as well as Divine Life 5 and the im- 
proving therafelves in any of thofe, is a ra- 
tional Emploiment. 

10. But I confefs I know not how to 
reduce to that Head many of thofe things 
which from divertifements, are now ftcpt up 
to be the folemn bufinefs of many young La- 
dies, (and I doubt of fome old.) Sucbisin 

X % the 
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the firft place Gaining , a recreation whofe 
lavirfulnels I queftion not, whilft it keeps with- 
in the bounas of a recreation: but when it 
lets up for a Calhng, I know not whence it 
derives its licenfe. And a Calling fure it 
feems to be with fbme ; a laborious one too, 
fiich as they toil night and day at , nay do not 
allow themfelves that remiffipn which the 
Laws both of God and Man ha^e provided 
for the meaneft Mechanic. The Sabbath is 
to them no day of reit, but this Trade go's 
on when all Shops are fliut. I- know not how 
they fatisfie themfelves in fuch an habitual 
w aft of tlieir time , ( befides all the ipci dental 
faults of Avarice and anger, ) but I much 
doubt that Plea, whatfbeveritiswhichpafles 
with them , will icarce hold weight at his 
Tribunal, who has commanded us to redeem^ 
not ^in^ away our time. 

II. There i% another thing to which' 
fome devote a very confiderable part of their 
time, and that is the reading Romances, 
which feems now to be thought the peculiar 
and only becoming lludy of young Ladies. 
I confefs their Youth may a little adapt it to 
them when they were Children, and I wifli 
they were alwaies in their event as harmlefs^ 
but I fear they often leave ill impreffions be- 
hind them. Thofe amorous Paffions, which 
*ris their defign to paint to the utmoft Life, 
^re apt to iqliQuate themfelves into their un^ 

wary 
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wary Readers^ and by an unhappy inverfion 
a Copy fliall produce an Original. When 
a poor young Creature fhall read there of 
fome triumphant Beauty > that has I know not 
how many captiv'd Knights proftrate at hex 
feet, fhe will probably be temted to think it 
a fine thing i and may reflect how much fhe 
loofes time, that has not yet fubdu'd one heart: 
and then her bufinefs will be to Ipread her 
Gets,lay her toils to catch fbme body who will 
more fatdly eninare her. And when fhe has 
once wound her felf into an Amour , thofe 
Authors are fiibtil Cafuitts for all difficult cafes 
that may occur in it, will inflrud: in the necef^ 
fary Artifices of deluding Parents and Friends^ 
and put her ruine perfectly in her own power. 
And truly this feems to be fo natural a con- 
fequent of this fort of ftudy, that of all the 
divertifements that look fb innocently , they 
can fcarce fall upon any more hazardous. 
Indeed , 'tis very difficult to imagine what 
vaft mifchief is don to the World, by the 
falfe notions and images of things j particu- 
larly of Love and Honor, thofe nobleft con- 
cerns of human Life , reprefented in thefe 
Mirrors. But when we confider upon what 
principles the Duellifts and Hedors of the 
Age defend their Outrages, and how great a 
Devotion is paid to Lufl:, inflead of virtuous 
Love, we cannot be to feek for the Gofpel 
which makes thefe Dod:rines appear Or- 
thodox. I a. As 
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ii. As for the entertainments which they 
find abroad) they may be innocent, or other- 
wife> according as they are managed. The 
common entercourfe of Civility is a debt to 
Humanity, and therefore mutual Vifits may 
often be neceflary, and|ib(in^rpme degree} 
may be feveral harmlefs and healthful recre- 
ations which may call them abroad , for I 
write not now to Nuns, andhavenopurpofe 
to confine them to a Cloifter. Yet on the 
other fide to be alwaieswandrinft is the con- 
dition of a Vagabond; and of the two, tis 
better to be' a Prifbner to ones home, then a 
Stranger. Solamm links it with fome very 
unlaudable qualities of a Woman, Trav. 7. 
ji. that her feet abide not in her houfe*^ and 
. "ias an unhappy impotence not to be able to 
ftay at home, when there is any thing to be 
fcen abroad: that any Mask, or Revel, any 
Jollity of others muft be their rack and tor- 
ment, if they cannot get to it. Al* fuch 
Meetings are not fo fure to be fafe i that they 
had need be frequent, aud they aije of all o- 
thers leaft like to be fafe to thofe , who much 
dote on them. And therefore thofe thae find 
they do fo , had need to counterbiafs their 
minds, and fet them to fomthing better, and 
by more ferious entertainments fupplant thofe 
vanities, which at the beft are childifli, and 
may often prove worfe ; it being too probable 
that thofe Tyinaifs which are ftiU gadding, 

tha 
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tho on pretence to fee only the daughters 
oftheLand> Gen. 34. m&y at lafl: meet with 
z{ono( Hanwr. 

I3» There is alfo another great dc- 
vourer of time liibfervient to the former, I 
mean Dreffing : for they that love to be fecn 
much abroad, will be fure to be fecn in the 
moll exadt Form. And this is an emploiment 
that do's not fteal but challenge their timej 
what they waft here is cum Privilegio^ it be- 
ing by the verdid of this age the proper bu- 
finefs, the one fcience wherein a young Lady 
is to be perfectly verft : fo that now all vir- 
tuous emulation is to be converted into this 
fingle Ambition, who fliall excell in this Fia- 
culty^ A vanity which I confefs is more 
excufable in the youngeft then the elder fort ; 
they being fuppofable not yet to have out- 
worn the reliques of their Childhood , to 
which toies and gaiety were proportionable, 
Beiides , 'tis fure allowable upon a fbberer 
account , that they who defigh Marriage 
(hould give themfelves the advantage of de- 
cent Ornaments , and not by the negligent 
rudenefs of their Drels belie Nature , and 
render themfelves le§ amiable then (he has 
made them. But all this being granted, 'twill 
by no means juftifie that exceffive curiofity 
and follicitude, that cxpence of time and 
mony too which is now ufed. A very mo- 
derate degree of all thofe will ferve for that 

ordi- 
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ordinary decency which they need provide 
for, will keep them, from the reproch of an 
affedted Singularity, which is as much ;is a 
Ibber Perfon need take care for. And I muft 
take leave to fay, that in order to Marriage, 
fuch a moderation is much likelier to lucceed 
' then the contrary extravagance, Among the 
prfldenter fort of Men I amfureitis, ititbe 
not among the loofe and vain, againft which 
'twill be their guard, and fo do them the great- 
er fervice. For certainly , he that chufes 
a Wife for thofe qualities for which a wife 
man would refufe her , underftands fo little 
what Marriage is, as portends no great felicity 
to her that fhall have him. But if they defire 
to marry Men of fobriety and dilcretion, they 
are obliged in juftice to bring the lame qua- 
lities they exped:> which will be very ill evi- 
denced by that excels and vanity we now 
Ipeak of. 

14. F o R to foeak a plain ( tho perhaps 
ungrateful) truth, this (together with fome 
of the modifti liberties now in ufe) is it, which 
keeps fo many young Ladies about the Town 
unmarried, till they lofe the Epithet of young. 
Sober Men are afraid to venture upon aha- 
mor fo difagreeing to their own, leaft whilft 
(according to the primitive reafon of Ma- 
nage )5they leek a help, they efpoufe a mine. 
But this is elpecially dreadful to a plain Coun- 
try Gentleman, who looks upon oneofthfle 

fine 
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fine Women as a Gaudy Idol, to whom if he 
once become a Votary , he muft facrifice a 
great part of his Fortune, and all his Content. 
Uonrreafonablethatapprehenfionis, the ma. 
ny wracks of confiderable Families do too 
eridendy atteft. But I prefiimelbmeofthe 
nicer Ladies have fuch a contemt of any thing 
that dieypleafe to call Ruftic, that they wifi 
not much regret tlie averting of thofe whom 
they {o defpite. They will not, perhaps, while 
they are in purluit or hopes of others ; but 
when thofe fail, thcie will be lookM on as a 
welcomReferve: and therefore ^twill be no 
Prudence to cut themfelves off from that laft 
lefort, leaft they ( as many have don ) be- 
take themielves to much worie. For as in 
many inftances \is the Country which feeds 
and maintains the grandeur of the Town, fo 
of all commerces there. Marriage would fbon- 
eft fail, if all Rural fupplies were cut ofF. 

If. But I have purfiied this Ipeculation 
farther then perhaps my Virgin Readers will 
thank me for ; I fliall return to that which 
it was brought to inforce, and befeech them, 
that it not to Men, yet to approve themfelves 
to God, they will confine themfelves in the 
matter of their Drefe within the due limits 
of Decency and Sol>riety. Ifhallnotdireft 
them to thofe ftrid: rules which TertuUian 
and fbme other of the ancient Fathers have 
prefcrib*^ in this matter j my Petition is only, 

Y That 
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That our Virgins would at leaft fo take care 
of their Bodies , as Perfbns that alio have a 
Soul : which if they can be perlwaded to , 
they may referve much oi their time for more 
worthy ufes then thofe of the Comb, the Tail- 
lets, and the Glafs. And truly, 'tis not a Uttle 
their concern to do fo , for this Spring of 
their age is that Critical Inftant that muft 
either confirm or blaft the hopes of all the 
fuccceding Seafons. The minds of young 
People are ufually compared to a blank Iheet 
of Paper, equally capable of the beft or the 
worft impreflions : 'tis pity they ihould be 
fiird with childifli Scrawls, and little infig- 
nificant Figures , but 'tis ftiame and horror 
they ftiould.be ftain'd with any vicious Cha- 
rad:ers, any blots of Impurity or Diflionor. 
To prevent which , let the fevereft notions 
of Modefty and Honor be early and deeply 
impreft upon their Souls, graven as with the 
point of a Diamond, that they may be as in- 
delible as they are indifpenfibly neceflary to 
the Virgin ftate. 

1 6. There is alio another very requifit 
Quality, and that is Obedience.The younger 
fort o/ Virgins are fuppofed to have Parents, 
or if any has binfo unhappy as to loofe them 
early> they commonly are left in the charge 
of tome friend or Guardian, that is to fup- 
ply the place: fo that they cannot be to feek 

to whom this Obedience is to be paid. And 

it 
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it is not more their Duty then their Intereft 
to pay it. Youth is apt to be fbolifli in its 
Deligns, and heady in the purfiiit of them 3 
and there can be nothing more deplorable 
then to have it left to its lelf. And there- 
fore God, who permits not even the Brutes 
to deftitute their young ones till they attain 
to the perfection of their Kind, has put Chil- 
dren under the guidance and protecSlion of 
their P^nts, till* by the maturing of their 
Judgments they are qualified to.be their own 
Condudrors. Now this Obedience (as that 
whichis due to all other Superiors) is to ex- 
tend it felf to all things thct are either good 
or indifferent, and has no claufe of exception, 
but only where the Command is unlawful. 
And in io wide a fcene of Aftion , there will 
occur io many particular occafions of fubmiffi- 
on, that they had need have a great reverence 
of their Parents judgments, and diftruft of 
their own- And if it mould happen that fome 
Parents are not qualified to give them the 
former , yet the general imbecillity of their 
age , will remain a conftant ground of die 
later : fo that they may fafelier venture 
themfelves to their Parents mifguidance then 
their own, by how much the errors of Humi- 
lity and Obedience, are lefs malignant then 
thofc of Prefimition and Arrogance. 

17. But this is. aDodrine which will 
fcarce pals for Orthodox with many of th^ 

y 2 young 
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young Women of our daies, with whom 'tis 
prejudice enough againft the pradenteft ad- 
vice , that it comes Irom their P aients. TTis 
the grand Ingenuity of thefe Times to turn 
every thing into Rioicule ; and if a Girl can 
but rally fmartly upon the lober admoniti- 
on of a Parent) fhe concludes fhe is the abler 
Perlbn, takes her felf for a Wit, andthe o- 
ther for a Fop^ Qa Bugbear word> devifed 
to fright all lerioufiiels and fobricty out of 
the World) and learns not only to difbbey, 
but to contemn. Indeed the great confidence 
that Youth now ieems to have of its fdfy as 
it is very indecent, ib it is extremly petni- 
cious. Children that will attemt to go alone 
before their time , oft get dangerous falls : 
and when thole who are but little removed 
from Childien , fliall caft off the wifer con- 
duct of others, they oft fadly mifcarry by 
their own. 

18. I Know this Age has fo great a^ con- 
tenit of the former , that *tis but matter of 
fcorn to alledg any of their Cuftoms, elie 
I fhoiild fay that the liberties that are taken 
now, would then have bin ftartled at. They 
that Ihould then have feen a young Maid ram- 
bling abroad without her Mother , or fome 
other prudent Perfon, would have Iook*d on 
her as a ftray, and thought it but a neigh- 
borly office to have brought her home : where- 
as now 'tis a rarity to fee them in any com^ 

pany 
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pany graver then tbemielves , and (he that 
go's with her Paren|: (unlefsitbeiuch a Pa- 
rent as is as wild as her ielf ) thinks fhe do's 
but walk abroad with her Tailor. But iure 
there are no finall mifchiefs that attend this 
hberty ^ for it leaves them perfei^ly to the 
choice of their company, a thing of too weigh- 
ty an importance for giddy heads to deter- 
mine ) who will be iiire to ele(^ inch as are of 
their own humor , with whom they may keep 
up a traffic of little impertinencies and trifling 
entertainments j and {o by confequence con- 
demn themfelves never to grow wifer , which 
they might do by an ingenuous converfation. 
Nay 'tis well if that negative ill be the worft % 
for it gives opportunity to any that have illdc- 
figns upon them. It will be cafy getting in- 
to their company, who have no guard to keep 
any body out, and as eafy by little compli- 
ances and flatteries to iniinuate into their 
good graces , who have not the fagacity to 
difcernto what ij;ifidious purpofes thofeblan- 
di(hmentsaredirei3:ed-, and when they once 
begin to nibble at the bait, to be pleafed with 
the Courtfliip, 'tis great odds they do not e*- 
icape the hook. 

i^. Ala s how many poor innocent crea- 
tures have bin thus indilcernibly enfnared ; 
have at firft perhaps only liked the wit and 
raillery,perhaps the language and addrefs,rhcn 
the freedom and good humor 5 till at laft they. 

come 
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come to like the Peribn. It is therefore a 
meft neceflary caution for young women, 
not to truft too much to their own condud:, 
but to own their dependance on thofe, to 
whom God and Nature has iiibjedted them, 
and to look on it not as their reftraint and 
burden, but as their fhelter and prote<9:ion. 
For where once the autority of a Parent comes 
to be defpifd, tho in the lighteft inftance, 
it laies the foundation of atmoft difobedi- 
ence. She that will not be prejfcfib'd to in 
the choife of her ordinary diverting compa- 
, ny, willlels be fo in chufing the Jixt com- 
panion of her life ; and we find it often e- 
vcntually true, that thofe who govern them- 
felves in the former, will not^be governed by 
their friends in the later , but by preengage- 
raents of their own prevent their eled:ions 
for them. 

t(S. A N D . this is one of the higheft inju- 
ries they Clan do their Parents, who have fuch 
a native right in them, that 'tisnolefsanin- 
juftice then difobedience to dilpofe of them- 
felves without them. This right of the Pa- 
rent is ib undoubted , that w^ find God him- 
ielf gives way to it , and will not fufFer the 
moft holy pretence , no not that of a vow, 
to invade it^ as we may lee his own Hating' 
of the cafe 30. Numb. How will he then 
xc^^rit it, to have this fo indifpenfible a law 
violated upon the irnpulfe of an impotent 

paflion, 
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pafiioii) an amarous inclinadon <? Nor is the 
Folly lefs then the fin : they injure and a£. 
fli<a their Parents , but they generally ruin 
.and undo themielves. And that upon a dou. 
ble account, firft as to the lecular part. Thofe 
that are fo rafh as to make fiich matches^ can- 
not be imagined fo provident as to examine 
how agreable 'tis to their intereft i or to con- 
trive for any thing beyond the marriage. The 
thoughts of their future temporal conditions 
(like thofe of the eternal^ can find no room 
amidft their foolilh rapturesibut as if love were 
indeed that Deity which the Poets feigned, 
they depend on it for all, and take no far- 
ther care. And event docs commonly too foon 
inftradt them in the deceitfiilnefs of that truft; 
love being fo unable to lupportthem, that it 
cannot maintain its felf i but quickly expires 
when it has brought the lovers into thofe 
Araits , from wheilce it cannot jrefcue t;hem. 
So that indeed it do's but play the decoy with 
them, brings them into the noofe, and then 
retires. For when fecular wants begin to 
pinch them, all the tranfports of their kind- 
ncfs do ulually convert into mutual accu- 
fations , for having made each other mife- 
rable. 

21 And indeed there is no reafonto ex- 
ped: any better event ^ becaufe in the fecond 
place they forfeit their title to the divine blef- 
ling 5 nay they put themfelves out of the ca- 
pacity 
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pacity to ask it^ it being a ridiculous impa- 
dence to beg of God to profper the traaf- 
gref&ons of his law. Such weddings feem to 
invoke fbme of the Poetic Romantic Deities, 
'Venm and Hymen , from whence they de- 
rive a happinefs as fidtitious as are the Gods j 
that are to fend it. Let aU Virgins therefore 
religiouflyobfervethis part of Obedience to 
their Parents , that they may not only have 
their benedidion, but Goc^. And to that 
purpoieletthisbelaidas a fundamental rule, 
that they never harken to any propoial of 
jnarriage made them from any other hand ^ 
but when any fiich overture is made, divert 
the addrefe from hcrfelf, and dired: it to her 
Parents, which will be the beft teft imaginable 
for any pretender. For if he know nimielf 
worthy of her, he will not fear to avow his 
dciign to them; and therefore if he decline 
that, 'tis a certain fymtom, he is confcious 
of fomthing he knows will not give a valu- 
able coniideration ; fo that this courfe will 
repel no liiitor but foch as it is their intereft 
lioc to admit. Befides 'tis moft agreablc to 
the virgin modefty) which fliould make mar- 
riage an a<3: rather of their obedience then 
their choifej and they that think their friends 
too flow paced in the matter, and ieek to out- 
run them, give caufe to fulpeCt they are fpor'd 
on by fom what too warm dcfires . 

12. But 
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21. But as a Daughter is neither to an- 
ticipate, nor Cdntradidt the will of her Pa- 
rent J lo (to hang the balance even) I mult 
fay fhe is not obhged to force her own, by 
marrying where fhe cannot love 5 for a ne- 
gative voice in the cafe is fiire as much the 
childs right as the Parents. It is true fhe 
ought well to examine the grounds of her 
averfion, and if they prove only childifhand 
fanciful , fhould endeavor to correct them 
by reafbn and fbber confideration j if after 
all fhe cannot leave to hate, I think (he fhould 
not proceed to marry. I confefs I fee not 
how fhe can without a facrilegious hypo- 
crily, vow . fb fblemnly to love where flie at 
the inftant adiually abhors : and where the 
married flate is begun with fuch a perjury, 
'tis no wonder to nnd it continued on at the 
fame rate , that other parts of the vow be 
alfb violated; and that fhe obferve the ne- 
gative part no more then the pofitive, and 
as little forfake others , as fhe do's heartily 
cleave to her husband. I feat this is a con- 
fequence whereof there arc too many fadin- 
ftances now extant *> for thodoubtlefs, there 
are fbme Vertues^ which will hold out a- 
gainft all the temtations their ayerfions can 
give 9 nay which do atlaffceven conquer thofb 
averfidns , and render their duty as eafy as they 
^Jiaye kept it fafe ; yet we find there are but 
ioiae that do fo i that it is no infeparablc 

Z pro- 
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property of the fex, and therefoie it is fare 
too hazardous an experiment for any of them 
to venture on. 

23. And if they maynotupofi the more 
generous motive of Obedience, much iefs 
may they upon the worfe inducements of A- 
varice and Ambition ; for a woman to make 
a vow to the man , and yet mtend only to 
marry his fortune, or his title, is the bafeft 
infmcerity, and fiich as in any other kind of 
civil contraiils, would not only have the in- 
famy but the punifhment of a cheat. Nor 
will it at all fecurc them, that in this ^is only 
liable to Gods tribunal: for that is nc^ hke 
to make the doom leis, but more heavy, it 
being as the Apoftle witnefles, ^ fearful thing 
to faU in the hands rf the living Gad. Heb. 10 
31; In a word> marriage is Gods ordinance, 
and fhould be confider'd as fnch^ not made 
a ft ale to any unworthy defign. And it may 
well be prelum'donecaufe why fo few match- 
es are happv, th^ they are not built upon a 
ri ght founaation. Some are grounded upon 
Wealth, i(m:ie on beauty, too Tandy bottoms 
God knows to raife any felicity on: whilft 
in the interim , vertue and piety, the only fo- 
lid Bafis for that fuperftrud:ure , are foarce 
ever confider'd. ThusGod is commonly left 
out of the confultation. The Lawyers are 
reforted to, to fecure thelettlementsi all forts 
of Artificers to make up the equipage , but 

he 
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he is neither advifd with as to the motives^ 
nor f carce fiipplicated as to the event of wed- 
ding. Indeed *tis a deplorable fight to fee 
with what lightnefs and unconcern^dnefs 
young people go to that weighticft ad ion of 
their hves; that a marriage aay is but a kind 
of a Bacchanal, a more licenled ayowed re- 
vel : when, if they duly confiderM it, ti§^ the 
hinge upon which their future life moves , 
which turns them over to a happy or miferable 
being 5 and therefore ought to be entered up. 
on with the greateft ferioufnefs and devotion. 
Our Chutch advifes excellently in the pre- 
face to marrimony, and I wifh they would 
not only give it the hearing at the time , but 
make it their ftudy a good while before : yea 
and the marriage vow too, M^hich is fb ftrift 
and awful a bond, that methinks they had need 
well weigh every branch of it , ere they en- 
ter it ; and by the fervcnteft praiers implore 
that God, who is the witnefs, to be their at 
iiflant too in its performance. 
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S E G T. II. 

Of Wives. 

I. A ND now having condu(9:ed the vir- 
x\ gi^ to the entrance of another ftiatc , 
I mult shift the fcene and attend her thither 
alfb. And here she is lanched into a wide 
fea, that one relation ofa wife drawing after 
it many others : for as she efpoufes the mani 
fo she does his obbgations alfo : and wherever 
he by ties of nature or alUance owes a reve- 
rence or kindnels, she is no lels a debtor. Her 
marriage is an adoption into his family , and 
therefore she is to eveiy branch of it to pay 
what their ftations there do relpecStively re- 
quire. To define whiclT more particularly, 
would be a work of more length then profit. 
I shall therefore confine die prefent confi. 
deration to the relation she ttands in to her 
husband, (^and what is ufually concomitant 
with that) her children, and her (ervants, 
and fb shall confider her in the three capaci* 
ties ofa Wife, a Mother, andaMiftrefs. 

2. In that ofa Wife her duty has feveral 
refpeds, as it relates, firft to his Perfbn, fc- 
coiidly to his Reputation, thirdly to his For* 
tuiie. The firlt debt to his perfon is Love, 
which we find fet as the prime Article in the 

mar- 
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marriage vow. Ifioid indeed that is the moft 
eflential requifite i without this 'tis only a 
Bargain and Compad, a Tyranny peAaps 
on the mans part) and a Slavery on the wo- 
mans. Tis Love only that cements the hearts, 
and where that union is wanting, tis but a sha- 
dow> a carcais of marriage, i Jierefore as it 
is very neceflanr to bring fome degree of this 
to this State ^ \o tis no lefs to maintain and 
improve it m it. This is it which facilitates 
all other duties of marriage % makes the yoke 
fit fo lightly, that it rather pleafes then galls. 
It should therefore be the ftady of Wives to 
preferve this flame 5 that like the veftal fire 
it may never go out : and to that end care* 
fiiliy to guard it from allthofe things which 
are naturally apt to extinguish it 5 ofwl^ich 
kind are all frowardnefs and httle perverlneft 
of humor 5 all liillen and morofe behavior, 
which by takmg off from the delight and 
coinplacency of converfation, will by degrees 
wear off the kindnefs. 

3 . B u T of all I know nothing more dari- 
gerous then that unhappy palfion of Jealoufy, 
which tho tis faid to be the child of love, 
yet like the viper, its birth is the certain de- 
ftru<ftion of the parent. As therefore they 
muft be nicely careful to give their husbands 
no color, no leaft unbftige for it; fo should 
they be as refolute to refill: all that occurs to 
themfelvesi be fo far from that bu(y curiofity, 

that 
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that induftiy to find cauies df iufpicioa i that 
even where they pie(entQd themfelvcs they 
should avert the conilderation} put the mofi 
candid conitrudtion upon any doubtful adi- 
on. And indeed charity in this iriftaiicc has 
• not more of the Dove then of th6 Serpent. 
It is infinitely the wifeft courfe^ both in re- 
lation to her'pr^fent quiet, and her future 
innocence. The entertaining ^ jealous fan- 1 
cy , is the admitting the moll trecherous the 
moft difturbing inmate in the world $ and she 
opens her breaft to a Fury that lets it in. Tis 
certainly oneof themoffc enchanting frenzies 
imaginable, keeps her alwaies in a moft reft- 
lefs importunate iearch after that which she 
dreads and abhbrs to find , and makes here- i 
qually miferable when she is injuredi and when 
^e is not. 

, 4. And as she totally lofes her Eafe, fo | 
tis odds but she will part alfb with fome de- 
grees of her innocence^ Jealoufy is coiflmon- 
ly attended with a black train : it mufters 
all the forces of our irafcible part to abet its 
quarrel , Wrath and Anger , Malice and Re- 
venge : and by how much the female im- 
potence to govern thofe paffibns is the great- 
er , fb much the more dangerous is it to admit 
that which will fo furely fct theminitfttp- 
rore. For if Jealof^^ be, as the Wife man 
iM&% the rage of a many Prov. 6, 31. wemaV 
well think it may be the Fury, theMadneis 
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of a woman. And indeed all ages have gi- 
ven tragical inftances of it, not only in the 
moft indecent ficrcenels and clamor, but in 
the Iblemn mifchiefs of slOio^I Revenges. 
Nay tisto be doubted there have bin fome 
whoie malice has rebounded j who have ru- 
ined themfelves in fpight, have bin adulte- 
rous by way of retaliation , and taken more 
fcandalous liberties then thofe they complain- 
ed of in their Husbands* And when fuch 
enormous efFecfts as ihefe aretheifliiesofjea- 
loaiy>it ought to keep a woman on the ftrii^cft 
guard againft it. 

f. But perhaps, it may be iaid that fome 
arc not left to their Jealoufy and conjed^ures, 
but have more denionftrative proofs. In this 
age tis indeed no ftrange thing for men to 
publish their fin as Sodomy and the offender 
do*s ibmtimes not difcover but boaft his Crime. 
In this cafe I confefsi twill be fcarce poffible 
to disbelieve him : but even here a wife has 
this advantage, that she is out of the pain of 
fufpence. She knows the utmoft, and there- 
fore is at Icfiire to convert all that induftry 
which she would have ufed for the difcovcry, 
to fortify her felf againflaknown Calamity ; 
which fure she may as well do in this as in 
any other i a patient Submiffion being the 
one Catholicon in all diftrefles 5 and as the ♦ 
flighteft can overwhelm us if we add our own 
impatience towards our finking, fo the great- 
eft 
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eft cannot if we deny it that aid. They are 
therefore far in the wrong, who> in cafe of 
this injury, purliie their husbands with vim- 
iencies and reproches. This is, as Solomon 
faxes Pro. zf. 20. The pouring vineger upon 
niter y applying corrofives when balloms are 
molt needed > whereby they not only encreafe 
their own fmart, but render the^wound in- 1 
curable. They are not thunders and earth- 
quakes, but foft gentle rains that clofe the | 
fcilTurcs of the ground ; and the breaches of 
Wedloc will never be cemented by ftorms and 
loud outcries. Many men have bin made I 
worfe, but fcarce any better by it: for guilt 
covets nothing more, then an opportunity of ! 
recriminating; and where the husband can 
accufe the wives Bittemefs, be thinks he needs 
no other apology for his own Luftl 

6. A W I s E Diflimulation , or very calm 
notice is lure the likelieft means of reclaming : 
for where men have not wholly put off Hu- 
manity, there is a native compaffion to a meek 
lufFerer. We have naturally Ibme regret to 
fee a Lamb under the knife ; whereas the 
impatient roaring of a Swine diverts our pity: 
fo that Patieiice in this cafe is as much the 
mterell as duty of a Wife. 

7. But there is another inftance wherein 
that vertue has a feverer trial, and that i? when 
a Wife lies under the- caufelefs jealoufies of 
the husband, (Ihj caufelefs, tor if they be 

juft 
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jufti tift HOC ibmach a £ea(bii for Patience^ 
as ^r Repentaace and iiefbrmation.) This is 
luxe one of the ^leateA Calamities that can 
hc£ai a veixuous woman ; who as (he accouncs 
nothing fo dear as her loialty and honor, fb 
thinks no infelicity can equal the afperfing 
of thofe, e&)ecially when it is from him, to 
whom ihe has bin the mott fblicitous to ap- 
prove her Jfelf Y«t God, wlio permits nothing 
butwliaciiediredistoibmewiiieand gracious 
eody has an over-<raling hand in this as well aSs 
in all other events of life ; and therefore it 
becomes every woman in that condition, to 
examin itri&ly what fhe has don to.provoke 
{o feverc a fcourge. JFor tho her Jheartxtjcu 
dcmn her not of any Falfnefs to her husband, 
yet probably it may of many Difloialties CD 
her God \ and then she is humbly to accept 
even of this traducing oi her Innbc€nce> as 
the panifiinv^nt of her iniquity, and bear it 
widi the fame temper wherewith ^Miid did 
the oajjoftrcviliags of Shiinei^ i. Kims i6. lo. 
Lamm cffi^f^iortbeL^rd-hMth bidden him. 

^. Anp when fhe has made this penitent 
refle&ion on her real guilts, ihe may then 
with mcore courage encounter thofe imagt- 
4ury ones which are charged oii her: wherein 
file is to ufe all prudent and regular inean^ 
for'hei^jaftificatibny that being a debt (he ows 
to truth, and her own fame. But if after all, 
the (uipicio^ remains ftill fixed (^ as common- 

A a ^y 
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ly thofe which are the moft unreafbnable are 
' the .mod obftiaate ) flie may ftill fblace her 
fclf in her Integaty , add Gods approbation 
of it : nor ought fhe to think her iyf defblate, 
that has hcr^ppedl open to heaven/ Therefore 
whilft fhe can look both inward and upward 
with comfort ^ why ihould Ihe chufe to fix 
her eies only oh the objeft of her grief? and 
.whilft her own complaint is of defamation, 
why (hould fhe fb difhonor God and a good 
Confcience, as to fhew any thing can be more 
forcible to opprefs, then they are to relieve 
andfupport? And if fhe may not indulge to 
Grief , • much lefs may fhe to Anger , and 
Bitternefs. . . 

p; Indeed if fhe confider how painful 
ttpfSon Jealoufy is, her husband will more 
jwaed her pity ; who tho he be unjuft toher, 
is <yet crael to himlelf. And as we do not ufc 
to hate and malign thofe Lun^^ics, who in 
.their fit^ beat their friends, and ciit and gafli 
.themfelves, *but rather make it our care to put 
all harmful engines out of their way; fb fhould 
the wife not defpitefuUy ruminate upon the 
injury> but wifely contrive to avert his tem- 
tations to more > by denying her felf even the 
moft innocent liberties, if fhe fee thwdiffa- 
tisfy him. I know there have bin tome of 
another opinion 5 and as if they thought Jea- 
loufy were to be cured by majoratipn, have 
in an angry contemt don things to inflame 

It, 
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it, put on an unwonted freedom and jollity, 
to ihew their husbands how little* they had 
fecur'd themfelvcs by their diftraft. But this 
as it is no ChriftiaU) fb I conceive it is no pm« 
dent expedient : it ferves to ftrengthen not 
only the husbands fufpicion^ but his party too, 
and makes many others of his mind : and tis 
a little to be feared, that by ufing fo to brave 
the Jealoufy , they may at laft come to verify 
it. I have bin the longer on this theme , 
becaufe as Jealoufy is the moft fatal peft of a 
married life , fo 1 think it more ominarily 
occurs among people of Quality , and with 
the worft and moft durable efteAs. Yet what- 
ever pretences people may take hence , the 
marriage vow is toofaft a knot to be loofned 
by fancies and Chimeras : let a woman there- 
fore be the perfon fufpedring or fufpedred ; 
neither will abfblve her from that Love to her * 
husband (he has fworn to pay. 

10. But alas what hope is there that thefe 
greater temtations shall be reiifted, when we 
iee every the flighteft dilguft is now adaies 
too ftrong for the matrimonial Love. Nay 
indeed it do's of courfe fall off of it felf; 
which is an event fo much expe(9:ed, that tis 
no wonder to fee it expire with the firft cir-. 
cuit of the moon \ but it i% every bodies ad- 
miration to fee it laft one of the fun. And 
fomtimes it vanishes fo cleerly, as not to leave 
fo much as a shadow behind it, not fo much 

Aa 2 as 
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^stfaefoinnalkiesQfMamagc: one bed^ out 
hoafe cannot hold them : ^ if they had bia 
put together liltie c»ie*$hot in a gun , only 
that they juight the mc^ forcibly fcatter fe- 
veral waies. Nay as if this were dQ%ned and 
intended in the firft addrefles unto nmrriagci 
a iqpaiate maintenance is of cpurfe afore hand 
contradfced f or» and becomes as ibloEnnapart 
of the fettlement, as a Jointare is. Pktarch 
pbfervesof the ancient Romans, tjiat fot 230. 
years after the founding of their State, there 
never was one example of aJiy aiarricd couple 
that ieparated ; it is not likely they could bavo 
a raoxe binding foarm of marriisige then ours tt 
thodifFerence maft lie between their Veraci- 
ty and our Falienefk 

xi# But even amongftthoiib who defert 
not txh other J, tdo many do mutually fall 
firom that entifencfs and affedioi) which is 
the foul of marriage / and td help on the dci- 
cltnationy there are fashionable Maxims taken 
op , to make men and their wives the greateft 
ftrangers to each other. Thus tis pronoanced 
a piece of ill Breeding, a fign of a countiy 
Gentleman, to fee a man goal>roadwithhis 
own wife ( 1 lappofe thofe who brought up 
thefe rules are not to leek whatufe to make 
of th^m. ) And were the time of moft of the 
mod-ish coiiples computed, ^twould be found 
they are but few of their waking hours (I 
might fay minutes) together: lb that if no- 
thing 
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thing elie ^ xneer ckfuetude and intermilHon 
of converfation muft needs allay 9 if not quite 
esxinguish their kindaefs. But I hope there 
are yet many w|io do not thiok the autority o| 
a fasliion greater then that of a vow : and 
fuch will Itill think it their duty both to own 
and cherish that kindnefs and affection they 
have fo iolemnly promif d. 

12. Another debt to the perfbnof a 
husband is Fidelity: for as she has efpoufed 
all his intereitS) fo she is oblig'd to be true to 
them, keep all his fecrets^ to inform him of 
his dangers^ yea and in a mild and gentle man** 
ner to admonish htm of his faults. This is 
the mo(t genuine aft of friendshi p ^ therefore 
she wIk) is placed in the neereft and moft in- 
timate degree of that relation, muft not be 
wanting in it. She that lies in his bolbm 
should be a kind of iecond Confcience to him» 
by putting him in mind both of his duty and 
his aberration : and as long as she can be but 
patiently heard tis her fin to omit it 5 tis the 
greateft trechery to his nobleftj to his immor- 
tal part, and fuch as the moft officious cares 
of his other interefts can never expiate. Nay 
indeed she is unfaithful to her felf in it , there 
being nothtag that do's fq much fecure the 
ha^inefs. of a Wife as the Vcrtue and Pi- 
ety of the Husband, Yet , tho this is to have 
her chiefett care , as being his principal in- 
tereft , she is to negle<Jl none of the inferior > 

but 
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but contrikite her utmoft to his advaatagc 
in all his concerns. 

13. B E Y o N D all thefe the matrimonial 
fidelity has a fpecial notion as it relates to 
the Bed •, and in that the wife is to be moft 
feverely fcrapulous , and never to admit fo 
much as a thought or imagination , much 
lefs any parly or treaty contrary to her loi- 
alty . Tis true wantonnefs is one of the fouleft 
blots that can ftam any of the iex ^ but tis in- 
finitly more odious in the married, it being 
in them an accumulation of crimes, perjury 
added to uncleannefs, the infamy of their fa- 
mily fuperftrud:ed ujpon their own. And ac 
cordingly all laws have made a differpnce in 
their punishments. Adultery was hf Gods 
own award punisht with death among the 
Jews, Lev. 20. 10. And it feems it was fo 
agreable to natural Juftice, that divers other 
nations did the like-, and I know no reafon> 
but the difficulty of dete(3:ion , that should 
any where give it a milder ientence. The 
fon of Sirach has excellently defcrib'd the fc- 
veral gradations of the guilt, Eccluf 23. i« 
which I shall dcfire the Reader to confult: 
which whofodo*s muft certainly wonder at 
the Alchymy of this age, that from fuch a mafs 
of shame and infamy can extraft matter of 
confidence : that thofe who lie under fo many 
brands and ftigmas , are fo far from hiding 
their faces, that none shew them with fo mnch 

bold- 
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boldnels, ?ind the ailurance of the guilty £w 
exceeds that of the innocent. But impudence 
is a flehdef shelter for guilt, and ferves rather 
to betray then hide : lo that they are not able 
to outface the opinions of men*, much lels 
can they the judgments of God i who as he 
wasiblemnly invoked as Witnefe to their Vow; 
fo by his .Offlaipreience is agaiuft their wills 
a Witnefs too ofits violations. - 

13. ANpTHSit Dutytotheperfonofthe 
Husband is Obedience, a word bf a very harsh 
fotiad in the ears of fome Wives, but is cer^ 
tainly tl?fe .duty of aU.: and that not only by. 
their promiie of it, tho that wprs fufficient j 
but, from an original of much older date, it 
being the muld: that was laid upon the firft 
Womans difbbcdicnce tp God, that she C ^nd 
all derived from her ) should i>e fubjedt to 
the Husband ifo that the gw^teading for 
fuperiprity, is an attemt tp .ifcverfe that Fun^ 
danient4 Law, which is alnpioft as ancient 
as the World. But lurely God; :wjth whom 
there is no shadow of change, wil^ not make 
a<9:$ of repeal to fatisfie thp petulancy of a few. 
mafterleis Women. That Statute Will ftill 
ftand in force, and if it cannot awe them into 
anobfervance , will not faiVtp c^nfign them 
to Punishment, And indeed this fault is com- 
mo;ilyitsownli<Stor, and do^s anticipate (tho 
not avert) its final doom. The imperiouf- 
ncfsbfa woman do's often raifethpfcStormsj 

wherein 
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wherein herfelf is siupwrtack'd. Hovr jplea^ 
fadidy might many Women have lived, ifthey 
had notaife&ed Domimon > Nay, how mucn 
of cheir Will might diey have had, if tht^ hid 
not ftnigled for it ? Fof let a man be of oem 
£o gentle a T>CTiper(aa(efi hi^ Head be ibfttf 
then his Heart } fiich a Ufurpation will i- 
wake him go aflerc his Right. But if he be of 
a fowre fevere Nature, if he haveasgteata 
deficeof Rule as she,baok'd ^thumadi better 
tiAt, what Tempefts, whatHarficattc^fliaft 
two fiich oppofite Winds pfodftce^fi^iid at 
iaft tis comraotkly the Wives loti^ ^after an on* 
cveditable anjtiit War, to m«ke asdiiadvan- 
tageous a Peace ; this ( lilse all other ifiefe* 
&ive HebeUions) ferving 'to ftraicea her 
Ybke, to tui-n an ingenious Sabjediicmrato 
A (lavish Servitude : £o thatcertaikly it is not 
only the VertJie, but the Wifiiom oi WifCJ 
to 00 that apoa Duty, whrch dt Iaft they looft 
(with mott unfnpporcable Cir^yunftacK^s) ^0 
upon Neccflity. 

1 f. A M D as they owethefe Severafetoth* 
petibn of the Ho^nd, ^fo tlteme issdfo * deb* 
to his Repatadon* ' This they are tobeefr 
tremely cenderof, to advance it, bym^ag 
alt that is good in lira as conffMCtious , as pub* 
lie as they can ^ fetting his Worth in the 
cleareft light , bat pnttiiig his infinnities ifl 
the Shade ) cafting a Veil uporii thoie to skrieen 
cham from t^ eies of others, nay (a$'f« ^ 

is 
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ispoflible^ from t;heir own too ; there being 
nothing acquired to the Wife by contemplate 
ing the Husbands weakyefs^ but a temtatiibn 
of deipifing him^ which tho bad enough ia 
it felf, is yet rendred worfe by that train of 
milchievous coniequences which ufiially at<^ 
tend it. In cafe therefore of any notable Im- 
perfections in him, her fafeft way will be to 
confider them no farther then (he can be in- 
ftrumental to the curing them 5 but to divert 
from thofe, and refle(fl upon her own, which 
perhaps if impartially weighed, may balance, 
if hot overpoife his. And indeed thofe Wives 
who are apt to blaze their Husbands Faults, 
do fhew that they have either little adverted 
to their own, or elfe find them fo great, that 
they are forced to that Art of diverfion, and 
feek in his Infamy to drown theirs. But that 
project is a little unlucky , for nothing do*s 
in tober Judges, create greater prejudice to 
a Woman, then to fee her forward in im* 
peaching her Husband. 

16 B u T befides this immediate tendernefs 
of his Reputation, there is another by way 
of refledrion , which confifts in a care riiat 
fhe her felf do nothing which inay redound 
to his diflionor. There is fo ftrid: a Union 
between a Man and his Wife, that the Law 
counts them one Perfbn , and confeqtiently 
they can have no divided Intereft : {o that 
the misbehavior of the Woman refle<^s igno- 

B b mi. 
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minioLilly on the Man j it therefore concerns 
them, as well upon their Husbands as their 
own jjccount , to aljllain even from all ap- 
pearance of evil , and provide that themfelvcs 
be (^what Cefar is faid to have required of his 
Wife ) not only without guilt, but without 
icandal alio.. 

17. Another part of the Wives Duty 
relates to her Husbands Fortune, the manage- 
ment wiiercof is not ordinarily the Wives 
Province : but where the Husband thinks fit 
to make it fo, fhe is oblig'd to adminifter it 
with her beft Care and Induftry •, not by any 
negledl of hers to give others opportunity of 
defrauding him : yet on the other fide, not 
by an immoderate tenacity or griping, to 
bring upon him and her felf the reproch , and 
which is worfe, the Curie that attends Exa- 
&,io\i and Oppreffion. But. this is not ufu- 
ally the Wives field of aft ion, tho he that fliall 
confider the defcription which Solomon gives 
of a vertuous Wife, ^rov. 31. will be apt 
to think her Province is not {o narrow and 
confined, as the humor of the Age would repre- 
fentit. He tells us. That she feeks wool ani 
^fiax^ andworks diligently with her hands: that 
she is like the merchants ships ^ and brings her 
food from far. That she cmjiders a feldy and 
buys it ^ and with the fruit of her hands fknts 
a vineyard, &c. And Icaft this fliould be i- 
magin'dtobethe Charaderofamcan Coun- 
try 
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try Damci he adds. That her housholdif clothed 
in fcarlet^ and that bet husband Jtts amofig the 
elders of the kmd. It were ea^ie to givein- 
ftances from Hiftory , of the advantageous 
menage and a(3:ive induftry of Wives , not 
only infingle Perfons, but in whole Nations. 
But nothing can be more pregnant, then that 
among the Romans: in the very height ^ncj 
florifh of the Empire. Auguftus \i\m&\£ Jcarce 
wore any thing but of the manufaBure of hif 
wiie^ hisjijiery daughters^ and nieces ^ as Sue^ 
tonim affares us. Should the gay lilies of our 
fields^ which neither fow nor ^in^ nor gather 
into bams y be exemted from furniftiing others, 
and left to cloth themfelves, tis to be doubted 
they would reverfe pur Saviors Parallel of So- 
lomons glories y and no beggar in all his rags 
would be araiedlike one ofthefe, Luke 12.27. 

18. But we will be yet more kind, and 
impofe only negative thrift on the Wife, not 
to waft and embezle her Husbands Eftate , 
but to confine her Expences within fiich li* 
mits as that can eafily admit. : a Caution, 
which if all Women had obferv'd, many no- 
ble Families h j^d bin preferv'd, of which there 
now remains no other Memorial , but that 
they fell a Sacrifice to the profufe Vanity of 
a Woman 5 and I fear, this Age is like to pro- 
vide many more fiich Monuments for the 
next. Our Ladies, as if they emulated the 
Roman Luxury (which Seneca and Tlinv de- 

Bb z fcribc 
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fcribe with fb mucj^indimation) do fom- 
times wear about niem the Revenues of a 
rich Family > and thofe that cannot reach to 
that, fliew how much tis againftjcheir wills 
they fall lower , by the vaft vMiety and excefs 
of luch things as they can poflibly compafsj 
fb much extravagance not only in their own 
Drefs , but that of their Houfes and Apart- 
ments , as if their vanity , like the Leprofie 
we read of. Lev. 14. had infedled the very 
Walls. And indeed , tis a very ipreading 
fretting one, for the Furniture oft confiimes 
the Houfe, and the Houfe confimies the Land: 
fo that if fbme Gentlemen were to calculate 
their Eftates , they might reduce all to the 
Inventory of 4$r^/^ the Theffalian^ whopro- 
feft his All lay only inliich Toies as did him 
no good. Women are now skilful Chymifts, 
and can quickly turn their Husbands Earth 
into Gold : but they purfuc the Experiment 
too far, make that Gold too volatile > and 
let it all vapor away in infignificant ( tho 
gaudy) Trifles. 

19. Nor is it ever like to be otherwife 
with thofe that immoderatly affed: the Town, 
that Forge of Vanity, which fupplies a per- 
petual. Spring of new temtations. Tis true^ 
there are fbme Ladies who are neceflarily en- 
gaged to be there : their Husbands Emploi- 
mepts or Fortunes have marked that out as 
their proper ftation , and where the ground 

of 
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oftheirftayis their duty, there is moxe rea- 
fon to hope it will not betray them tq^ ill : 
for temtations are mott apt to aflault ftraglers, 
thofe that put themfelves out of their proper 
road. And truly I fee not who can more 
properly be faid to be fo, then thofe Women 
whofe means of fubfiftence lies in the Coun- 
try, and yet will fpend it no where but at 
Landoni which feems to carry fbmthing of 
oppoiition to Gods Providence, who furely 
never caufed their lot to fall, as the tfalmtft 
Ipeaks, in a fair ground^ in goodly heritages^ 
Pfal. 1 6. with an intent they fliould never 
inhabit them. The 12. Tribes of ifrael had 
their peculiar Portions in Canaan affign'd 
them by \ot^Jof.. 14. 2. and every one ac- 
quiefeed inliispart, dwelt in his own Inhe- 
ritance. Had they bin impatient of li vine a- 
ny where but in the Metropolis , had they 
all crouded to Jerufalem^ aUthe reft of the 
Land would have bin as defblate before the 
Captivity as it was after, none would have 
bin left but fuch as Nabuzaradan permitted 
to itay , Jer. 52 . 16. fome of the poor to drefs the 
"Vines , and to till the ground. And truly, the 
fame is like to be the fate of this Nation , it 
this humor go's on as it has begun ; which 
may in time prove asmifcbievous to the pu- 
blic , as it daily is to private Families* 

20. Buy befides this 'tis yet farther to be 
Confider'd, that where God gives an eftate, 

he 
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he asthe'fupreme J^andlord affixes fbmthing 
of duty , laies a kind of rent charge upon it, 
expedts it should maintain both nolpitality 
and charity $ and fure both thefe are fitteft 
to be don upon the place whence the ability 
of them rifes. All public taxes ufetobele. 
vied where the eftatc lies : and I know not 
why thefe which are Gods aflefments upon it, 
should not be paid theye too. When a Gen- 
tlemans land becomes profitable unto him 
bythe fweatand labor of his poor neighbors 
and tenants , t will be a kind of fnuzlifig the ox 
I Cor. 9. p. if they never taft of the fruit of 
their pains , if they shall never have the re- 
freshment of a good meal , or an alms ^ which 
they are not very like to meet with if all the 
profits be fent up to maintain an equipage* 
and keep up a parade in Town. But alas 'tis 
often not only the annual profits that go that 
way, not only the crop, but the foil too: 
thofe luxuries ufually prey upon the vitals, 
eat out the very heart otaneftate, and ma- 
ny have ftay'd in the Town 'til they have no- 
thing left in the Country to retire to. 

21, Now where this proceeds from the 
Wife , what account can she give to her Hus- 
band, whofe eafinefs and indulgence (for 
that muflt be fuppos'd in the cafe ) she has fo 
abus'd? as alfo to her pofterity and family* 
who for her pride muft bebrougljit low, r^- 
duc*d to a condition beneath their quality , 

be- 
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becaufe she afFecSed to live above it ? But she 
will yet worfeanlwer it to herfelf, on whom 
she has brought not only the inconvenience 
but tlie guilt. Tisfurc a lofty mind will feel 
finart enough of a fall > a diminution , much 
more an indigence will be fufficiently grie- 
vous to a vain and lavifli humor > yet here it 
will farther have an additional fting from the 
conlcience, that flie ows it only to her own 
pride andfolly , a moft imbittering confide- 
ration, and iuch as advances the affliftion 
beyond that of a more innocent poverty ; as 
much as the pain of an envenom'd arrow ex- 
ceeds that of another. 

22. But the faddeft reckoning of all is 
that which she is to make to God, who has 
declared he hates robbery thofpr a burnt of- 
fering to himfelf. How will he then deteft 
this robbery this impoverishing of the hus- 
band, when tisonly to make an oblation to 
vanity and excels? It should therefore be the 
care of all Wives to keep themfelves from a 
guilt for which God and man, yea and them- 
felves alfo shall equally accufe them, and to - 
keep their expences within fuch limits, that 
as bees fuck but do not violate or deface the 
flowers, fo they as joint proprietaries with 
the Jmd>ands , may enjoy but not devour and 
de^l^ his fortune. J^ 

13, I have now run thro the duties to be 
performed unto the Husband, wherein I have 

not 
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not ufed the exac^nefs 6f a cafuift in curioufly 
anatomizing every part 3 and fhewing all the 
moft minute* particulars reducible to each 
bead. I have only drawn out the greater lines, 
and infifted on thofe wherein Wives are moft 
fiequentiy deficient. I ftiall only add this 1 
caution, that whatever is duty to the husband) ! 
is equally fo, be he good or ill. The Apoftle j 
commands fubjedion and fidelity even to 
Heathen Husbands, iPet. 5. 12. andtisnot 
. . now their defed: either in Piety or Morality, 

i that can abfolve the Wife. For, befidesthe 

I - inconvenience of making her duty precarious 

and liable to be lubftraa:ed upon every pre. 
tence of demerit , Ihe has by folemn Contrad 
renounced th^t liberty, and in her Marriage- 
vow taken him for better for worfe^ and it 
is too late after Vows to make enquiry j Prov. 
20. 25-, to feek to breake loofe from that 
Bond of her Soul ,• and how u^neafie loever 
the perverfnefs of the Husband may render 
it, he cannot thereby make itlefs, but more 
rewardable by God. For what the Apoftle 
Ipeaks in the cafe of Servants, is lio lefs ap-l 
pliable to this, i Tet. 2 . 19. fo^ this is thank- j 
worthy^ if for confcience towards Godyeendm\ 
griefs fuffering wrongfully. Whatever duty 
is performed to Man with afped: on God, he 
owns it as tohijnfelf ; fo that how unworthy] 
loever the Husband miy be , the Wife cannot 
mifplace her obfervance, whilft fhefinally tcr- 

mi- 
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minatesiton that infiuit Goodnefs and Ma- 
jefty, to whom no love or obedience can be 
enough. 

24. From this relation of a Wife, there 
ordinarily Iprings another, that of a Mother, 
to which there belongs ^ diftiiid: duty, which 
may be branched into many feverals : but 
I (hall at prelent only reduce them to tyto 
Heads, Love and Care. A Mother is a title 
of fo much Tetiderncfs , that we find it bor- 
rowed by our common Dialedt to exprefs the 
moft ekaberant Kindneis* nay, eveninSa* 
cred Stile it has the f^ime nk, and is often let 
as the higheftSxampk o^if Weaknefs can com- 
prehend of the Divine Compaffions. So that 
Nature i^ems fufficiently to have fecurM the 
lore of Mothers to their Children, withbut 
the aid of any pofitive Law. Yet we find 
this ( as other lttftind:s of Nature ) is fom- 
times Tiolatedr, and oftiier perverted and ap- 
plied to miltaken purpo^s : the firD: is by a 
ckifeA of Love 5 the otherv by an imprudent . 
excdsofit: the defect do's, J prefume, more 
rarely occur thea the dther J yet it doth Ibm- 
times happen, and that either fromamorofe 
ibwrneis of humor, -dr elfe from too vehement 
an intention on &>mthing elfe. 

2f SoM£ Women have fuch a rilgged- 
nt.^% of Nature, that they can46ve nothing. 
The uelyPaffions of AngefioLfitd Envy have, 
like Pharaoh's lein Kinejeit up the more ami- , 

C c able 
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able of Love and Joy. Tlato was wont to 
advife crabbed aaftere Tempers , to facrifice 
to the Graces ; and fuch as thefe had i),td 
have a great deal of Chriftian Philofophy, to 
^ allay and fweeten theirnati ve Bitternefs. But 
there are others that are not void of the af- 
fection of Love, but tis fore-ftall'd by fome 
other Objed, and fo diverted from their Chil- 
dren. And tis a little to be doubted, thofe 
Obje(9:s which fo divert are none of thebeft. 
For the Wifdom of God has difpofed all duty 
into fuch a Harmony and Confent of Parti, 
that one interferes not with another. If we 
love no _prohibited thing, all the regular Ob- 
jed:s ot our kiudnefs will agree well enough, 
and one need never fupplant another. And 
indeed tis oft obferval^le, that thofe Women 
who immoderatly Ipve their own Plefures, 
do lefSi regard their Children 5 they look on 
them as Clogs to keep them within doors, 
^nd think their adverting to them, will hinder 
their, free range abroad ^ thofe ai-e turn'doff 
to the care of a Nurfe or Maid, whiPA perhaps 
a Dog or Monky is thought worthy their 
own attendance. 

26. Tint arch relates it as a SairafinofC^ 
Jars to fome Foreigners whom he faw ( at 
Rome^ ftraftgely fond offuch little Animals, 
that heaskedpisliem, Whether the Women in 
their , Gountrjjsgad no Children > thereby in- 
timating, how^reafonable it was for thofe 

that 
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that had , to beftow their carefles on fuch 
Creatures. Add iiirely he would not have 
given a milder Reprimand to fbme of our 
Ladies, who not only pleafe, but pride them- 
felves in thofe little Brutes, fhew them to all 
Comers, when perhaps you may converle with 
them divers daies, before you (haU, by any 
mention of theirs , know that they have a 
Child. 

27. To this defed: of Love, many are apt 
to impute the Mothers transferring the Nur- 
fmg her Child to another. I am not forward 
to pronounce of it i being loth' to involve 
fo many as I then muft in the imputation of 
uonaturalnefs i I rather think it is taken up 
as a piece of State and Greatne^*, for no o- 
ther motive , but what is founded in their 
Quality, could fo univerfally prevail with 
all that are of it. But fure this is one of the 
vain piinftilio's wherewith this Age a bounds. 
For whatever rank the Mother is of, the Child 
carries proportion to it, and there is the fame 
equality between thegreateftLady & her own 
Child, as is between the meaneft Beggars and 
hersrtho indeed if there were any condefcenfii 
on in it, the ayerfions of that ought not]to out- 
weigh the impulfes of Nature, and the many 
advantages, the Child may receive by taking 
its Nurifliment whence it derived] it'^s Sub* 
ftance. And therefore, tho I will not be too 
pofitive in aflcrting the neceffity, yetlcon- 

Co a fefs. 
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feis, I canuot bat look urith reverence on tho& 
few Perfons of Honor, who have broke thro 
an unreafbnabie Cuftom , and preferred the 
good of their Children be£ore that fantaftic 
priviledg of Greatnefs. And fuch muft in 
all Jaftice be acknowledged to have given a 
much better evidence of their love to their 
Children, then the others. 

28i There is in A. Gelliusy inhisr4th 
Book, fb fine a DifcouHe on this fubje<il, 
where Favofinus the Philofopher is intro- 
duced) pejiwading a Noble Lady, notwith- 
ftanding the ufual Excafes^ to narie her Child; 
that nothing befides the length, could temt 
metoomitthetranfcnbingit : unlels happi- 
ly, the little fuccefi, which a Noble Perion 
of the fame Sex. here concern*d> I mean the 
Countels of Lincolth in the Ingenious Book 
wrote by her, and calFd her Nurlery, be a fuf- 
ficient ground of defpairing to convince by 
any thing that can be faid. However, let 
thefe delicate ones cpnfider the fevere words 
of the Prophet, Lamen. 4. 3. The fea mon* 
Bers draw but the breaft , they give fuck to 
their ymng ones : the daughter of my people is 
become cruel like the oBrichinthe fVtldemefs^ 
who is hardned againjl her young ones^ as tho 
they were not hers : her labor is in vain wfthout 
fear^ becaufe God hath deprived her of wijdom^ 
neither hath he imparted to her underjiandit^. 
Job. 39. 16. 
. \ . . 29. But 
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2p. B u T 09 there may be a fault in the 
defe^, fo there may be alfo inthe excefsoi 
love. God is the only unlimited iibjed ot 
our Love, towards all others tisi eafie to be- 
come inordinate, and in no infkaice more, 
then this of children. The love.of apiaient is 
defcending, and all things move moil violent- 
ly downwards : fo that whereas that of chiK 
dren to their parents commonly needs a fpur, 
this of the parent often needs abridlci efpe*: 
cially that of the Mother, which (by lirength 
of feminine paflion) do's ufually exceed the 
love of the Father. Ndw to regulate this 
afFeftionj (he is to advert to thefe tworulesi 
firft that ihe hurt not her felf by it, andfe- 
condly that flic hurt riot her children. Of 
the firit flie is in danger if flie fufFer thatHu. 
man affedlion to fwell beyond its banks, ^6 
as to come in any competition with the Di- 
vine. This is to make an Idol of het child : 
for every thing is fo to tts , which rivals the 
love of God in our hearts; and he who owns 
the title of a Jealous God> may be provoked 
as well by the bowing our fouls to a living 
image, as the proft ration of our bodies to a 
dead. Accordingly we oft fe the efFedts of' 
his Jealoufy in this particular. The doting 
afFedion of the Mother^ is frequently puniih'cl 
with the untimely death of her Children ; 
or if not with that , tis many times with a 
feverer fcourge. They live (but as it was fore- 
told 
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told to Efh I Sam. 2. 33. yto grieve her eies^ 
and to cmjume her hearty to be ruinous to them- ' 
ielves, aad^idions to their friends, and to 
force their unhappy mothers to that lad excla- 
mation Luke 23. zp. Blejjfed are the womh 
which^arenot. \ 

' 30. A N D as this proves ofteii true , when 
the dotage is ^neral upon all the Children, 
{o do's It oftner^hen tis more partial and 
fix'd upon any one: that Darling which she 
makes the only objeiSt of her Joy, ufiially 
becpmes that ofher Sorrow. It is an ordi- 
nary infirmity in Parents, to heap iall their 
kindnefs upon one to the defrauding of the 
reft, and too many times upon very undue 
tnoti ves : a little excellinjt in point of Beauty 
turns the fcales, when perhaps many more fo- [ 
lid Excellences are the counterpoife. And 
iiirely this is not only unjuft but irrational 

N in the Parent: for all peculiarity of favor in 
a Superior should be dilpens'd either by way 
of Reward, or Encouragement s and neither 
of thdfc ends can take place , where tis only 
the outward form that is confider'd. For 
that cannot be rewardable, to which the 

• party has contributed nothing 1 and the SP/ZiA 
mifi will tell us , That tis God that -hath made 
us, and not we our felves, P/alm. 100. 2. 
And asfittle room is there for the other end, 
that of encouragement. For as our Savior 
tells us, Mat .6. none can add a cubit to his 

ftature 
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ftature, nor make ooe hair white or black: 
tis certain themfelves cannot really do ei- 
ther, tho by the aid of Artificial Hypocriiy 
they frequently appear to do both. But 
thofe are Arts which neither (Jeferve nor want 
encouragement : the natural Beauty muft 
have its increafe from the fame Iburce whence 
it derived its being. There is therefore no 
reafonable account to be given , why a 
Child should be preferred for any fueh ex- 
terior excellency. 

31. The only juftifiable Q;round of par- 
tiality to Children is their Vertue : for to 
that their own choice concurs, and lb may 
intitle them to reward ^ and tis alfo in their 
power to advance , and fo encouragements 
are not call away upon tliem. Nay 3 the 
influences of thofe may extend farther, and 
provoke a vertuous emulation in the reft. 
But then the mother muft fb manage it, as 
to evidence that tis no inequality in her own 
inclination , but merely the force of the o- 
thers defert j not the PerJEbn > but the Good. 
nels that biaflefs her : and when Vertue is 
known to be the only ingratiating QuaUty, 
they will at once learn the way to become 
hers and Gods Favorites. And unlefs it be 
upon this one defign 3 tis a very iinfafe thing 
for a Parent to make any partial difcrimina^ 
tion among Children, which isfiireto temt 
the more negledled both 'to repine at her, 

and 
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and envy her Darlings- And often times 
fuch feeds of rancor have bin by that means 
ibwed in Children, as have bin hard to era- 
dicate^.in their riper Years. Nor i$ the mit 
chief leli which she do's to her Fondlings^ 
who bcfides that they are exposed to the ma- 
lice of the reft j are uiiially fpoirdby it ^ made 
infolent and antracSable , perhaps their whole 
lives after : for where the Mothers afFeftion 
IS unbridled 5 commonly the Childs willisib 
to, her fondnefs fuperfedihg that difcipline 
and cortedion, which should, as the Wife 
Man (peaks ^ hw dawn its neck from its youth. 
XI. And the like may be faid where the 
indulgence is n:K>re ufiiverfal to all the Chil- 
dren, which i^ in one refped: worfe then the 
partial, Ijecaufe it fpoils more^ not- one or 
two ., bat all the brood Tl^ doting love of 
a Mother blinds her eies , that she cannot fee 
their faults, manacles her hands, that ^ 
cannot chaftife them , and fb their Vices aie 
permitted to grow up with themfelves. As 
their joints knit and gather ftrength, fodo 
their ill habits, till at laft they are confirmed 
into an Obftinacy j fo fetting them in a per- 
fect oppofition to that Pattern they should 
imitate: for as Chrifts- child hood /wr^^w 
wifdom , and the Divine Favor , Luk. 2. {o 
do theirs in all thofe provoking folHes , which 
may avert both the love of Cjod and Man. 
And alas whatrecompence can thelittle blan- 
V':: difh- 
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difhments and cardies of a Mother make hef 
Children! for fach important) fuch inefUma* 
ble mifchiefs f So that fhe that will be really- 
kind, nfaft temper her Indulgence with a 
prudent feverity, or elfe (he eminently violates 
the fecond rule , by which {he fhould regulate 
her love, and do's that to her Childremwhich 
Jacob fear'd from his Father, GeniTzBrings 
a curfe t^an tbem, and not a bleffing. 

33. Indeed the beft way of approving 
their Love, isby well difcharging the other 
branch of their duty , that of Care. Without 
this; all the moft paffionate raptures of Kind- 
nefs are but an aiery Apparition, afantaftiC 
Scene, and will no more advantage a Child^ 
then the whole Shambles in Picture can feed 
and nudfli it. Now this care is not a tempora- 
ry) momentary Duty, for fome one critical in- 
itantj but is to attend the Child thro thefe- 
veral ftages of its. Minority , viz. Infancy, 
Childhood, and Youth. The very firft part 
of their Infancy, is a ieaion only for thofe 
Cares wliich concern their Bodies, providing 
for their ctarefiil Attendance ^ and all other 
things conducing to the ftrengthning their 
Conftitutions , and laying a foundation for 
foture Health and Vigor. Which is their 
intereftnotonlyuponaBo^ly, but upon art 
Intelleftual account , the good temperature 
of the Body being a great aid towards the free 
operations of the Mmd. And therefore Socra-^ 

#)d us 
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USy and other Philofophers , much recom- 
mend to their Difciples the care of Health, 
^ that which freed the Soul from many in- 
cumbrances in its purfuit of Knowledg; and 
it was the comprehenfive Praierof the Poet, 
That the Gods would grant a found Mind in 
ahealtl^tulBody. 

34.^ DU T this Health is not alwaies the 
confequent of a very nice and tender Breed- 
ing, but is very oft overthrown by it ^ and 
if Ladies could but find in their hearts to try 
it, they would, I doubt not, find, that the 
inunng them to moderate Hardfliips, would 
much more conduce to the eftabliming and 
fortifying their Conftimtions. 

35-. Beyond all this , the care for their 
Exterior is loon overtaken by a more impor- 
tant one, that of their Interior, in the tim- 
ing of which there feems to be a very com- 
mon miftake in the Worlds We look upon 
the feven Years of Infancy , as the life mere- 
ly of an Animal , to be fpent only in the en- 
tertainments of Senfe : and as we ule not to 
yoak Calves , or back yong Colts, lb we think 
our Children are for a while to be left at the 
fame liberty , to have no reftraint put on any 
of their Paffions. Nay many times we excite 
and. foment theni, teach Children to be an-' 
^ryand envious, proud and liillen, as if we 
ear^d their Natural Propenfions to all thefe 
were too feint, and wanted the help of In- 

# ftitu. 
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ititations. But furely this is a great aad per- 
nicious Error, and this fuppoiing Children 
to be fb long Brutes > is the way to make them 
fo longer. The Patrons of Atheijfin make it 
amoft conftant Topic in the difparagement 
of Religion, that tis owed to the prejudices 
infufed in the firft Infancy : twere to be wiflit, 
that this Obje<ftion might fo far be complin 
ed with, that the fear of God, the love of 
Virtu, and hatred of Vice , inight have the 
firft pofleffion of the Soul i and they be mad$ 
to moderate their Paifions, as foon as. they 
are in a capacity to have them excited and 
engaged. - 

36. And truly if we will obferve it , we 
may fee very early dawnings of reafon injlut- 
iants, which would iboner come to a bright- 
nefi, if we would betimes fet to the fcactering 
ofthofe Paifions which eclipfe and darken it. 
A Child will quickly be taught to know what 
pleafes or diipleafes a Parent, and by a very 
little taft of Reward or Puniftiment will learn 
to do the one, and avoid the other : aad when 
this is don, the Parent has gain'd die fimda^ 
mental Point , That of obedience , and may 
fnperftru<a; oa it what (he pleafes, and then 
tis her fault if the Child be not by eafic 
and infciifible degrees moulde.d into a right 
form. TJis at firft all one to the Child , whe- 
ther he name God in an O ath or in his Praiersi 
but- a Mother by Punifliing the one , and BLc- 

«P d 2 ward<f 
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warding the other 9 will quickly bring him 
to know there is a difference, and fb propor* 
tionably in other Inftances^ As to the way 
of Diicifdine , it may not be amifs to obferve. 
That when there is occaiion for Severity, tis 
b^tt^r to aw by ad^al Punifhment then Ter- 
ror, and never to inakeufe of Infinit and In- 
vifible AfFrightnieats , the beloved methods 
of NuHes and Servants^ fiich as are the me* 
nacing of Sprights and Mormo's , and leaving 
in the dark, that fineqaently make daftardly 
and timerous Impreffipns, which along Age 
fcarcely wears off* 

37. A fbber fenfe of ithings^ is to beim* 
preiled by treatable meansf , and this will be 
d6% with mofteaie, both to the Parent and 
Child , the fooner tis fet upon. The will of 
a tender infant, is like its Limbs ^ fuppleand 
pliant , but time confirms it , and ciiftom bar* 
(dens it : ^ty that tis a cruel Indulgence to the 
poor Creature, to letitcontraft fuchHabitS) 
which muft coft him io deer the breaking and 
dearer if never broken. And if this early care 
betaken of the Infancy, twill [m^cheafe the 
inextpart, that of the Childhood-, for where 
4he finew in the peck is broken, where the na- 
tive Stubbornnefs is fubdued fb. early ^ the 
Yoke, will fit eafy , all fuGcecdiM parts of 
Dilcipline will come with more facility and 
profit, 'yhe care proper to this:Age , is , the 
jinftmiJ^iQg in-all parts of ufeful Knowledg, 
- # ' of 
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of which as the Divine ^ for the excellency 
both of its nature and its end , muft be firft 
ranked , fo fliould it be firft and mdft induftri-- 
oufly cultivated, ind by all endearing me- 
thod&^impreft, not only on the Underttand- 
ing , bat the Heart: Piety and Vertue fhould 
be proposed to children as the moft amiable , 
^ well as neceflary thingSy and they fhould be 
invited not only to know, but love them. 

38. ThIs^ part of Learning is equally 
competent to both Stxes , and therefore when 
the Sons are removed from under the Mbi- 
thers tuition , and fent to more publK: places 
of Erudition, her Province- is 'ftill the iame 
as to her Daughpsrs^'to whomfiie (houldnot 
only Preach, but exemplify it in her own 
Pradticc, noPtecepts penetrating fo much 
into^ Youth , ,as thofe that are fo inforc'd. 
And iii order to this , I (hould commend to 
Mothers, the being as much with them as 
they can , and taking the pergonal Infpeiftion 
oftheift ; not to turn them off wholly to Ser- 
vants v no nor yet Governefles , but tequenc- 
ly ithemfclves to examine how they proceed 
in the Speculative^^ part of Knowledg ; ' and 
norl^ fiiequentiy exhort them to the Pra- 

- 39; rM A tL cu s .C A T o would not let his 
Son learn pf his Slave , as diidaininga Child 
Should d#e fb conficferable a benefit to fo for- 
vile a Perfonji and if he thought the mere 

teach* 
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teaching of Grammer too great a charge for 
iiich a one 9 fotely the whole Inftitation of 
Yoiith is a much greater > it being that on 
which , not only a few ofttward Accomplifli- 
mencs^i but even their Eternity depends. The 
great Cornelia Mother of the Gracchi ^ and 
%yiurelia the Mother of t^^ir^^^ > thought 
it worth their ^pains to be Governefles. And 
the truth is , the Soul of a Child is a little too 
precious a T rult to commit wholly to the 
diligence and care pi a mercenary Servant. 
Or if they do happen not to want thofe Qua- 
lifications, yet tis very pollible they may 
i?rudence, of which theteis np fmall degree 
xequiiite to the Inftru<3:ing of Youth , to© 
great a remiflfenefs orfeverity being equally 
deftrudlivein that Affair. A&d incbed , be- 1 
fides thefe immediat , there arp fome other < 
collateral Benefits confequent to the Mothers ! 
performing that Office: twill bring her and 
her Children! into an Intimacy and Conver* 
fation , give her an acquaintance with their 
ieveral Capacities andHnmors^ for want of 
which , many Patents have erred in their 
Conda<I3r 9 one fort of Treatment beii^g not 
fit for all Children^ and the diftingutAii^ 
that depending wholly on their diicei^ng 
their particular Tempeifs;, which catoUotweil 
be don without fome conVerfe with them. 

46. B E s I p.K s, by this they will be. • wifr 
Befles how they difpofe their Time, i;hatthey 

neif 
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neither loofe it by doing nothing , nor yet 
miiemploy it by doing ill. And indeed there 
is fcarce any part of the Parents care more 
important then this^ Idlenefi being no farther 
removed from Vice, thenaCauleisfromits 
immediat EfFed:. Therefore if Children bfe 
permitted to trifle away their Time, they will 
foon learn to trifle away their Innocence alio. 
So that tis highly neceflary that they be pro- 
vided of a liicccflion of Emploiments ^ that 
by the variety they may beinfenfibly drawn 
on. Nay methinks , it might very well be 
contrived that th6ir Recreations might fom- 
times coniift of fuch ingenious Exerciies, that 
they may at once both ]^ay and learn. 

41. There is yet another ^oodefFeA of 
the Mothers prelence with the Children 
(which is perhaps no lefs material then any 
of the former: )tis, that by this aflbciating 
them with herfelf> flie prevents the danger 
ofworfe Society. Children, if the Parents 
allow them not their company , are necefla- 
rily caft upon that of Servants, then which 
there is fcarce a greater danger that attends 
Youth. For befides that low fort of con- 
verfe debafes their Minds, makes them mean 
and fordid, it often corrapts their Manners 
too 1 Children , nlually not receiving more 
peftilentlnfofions from any then fuch. Ser- 
yaurs that defire to ingratiate themfelves, 
and have no laudable quality whereby to do 

it, 
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itiinuft firft endeavor to ingratiate Vice to 
them; and then by their officious miniftenes 
in that , have a ready way of introducing 
tbemielves into favor. Perhaps, this vriii be 
thought to concern only the-Malculine part* 
of Children , and that the femal , who are 
commonly in a diftind: Apartment ^ and 
converfeonly with her own Sex, are more 
lecure. But I would not adviie Mothers to 
depend too much on that , for they are no 
furer that their Daughters ihall not con* 
verfe with Men j nay Men of the meaner fort 
too, then that their Maids and attendants 
ihall not do fo. And when tis confidcr'd , 
how apt thofe arei:o entertain, if not to in- 
vite Amours $ tis not very probable the 
Room where they quarter (hall be ihaccef- 
fable to thofe they afted . And it were niuch 
fafer for Children to be in the moft public 
concourfe of Men , then to be witnefles and 
obfervers of the private Intrigues of luch Lo- 
ven. The memories of Youth are very te- 
nacious , and if they once be tainted with any 
indecent thing 9 will be apt to recoUedl it- 
Tis therefore in this refped: a very uleful part 
of the Mothers care, to make her felf com- 
pany to her Daughter , to prevent the dan- 
gers of a more unequal and infed^ioiis Con- 
verfe. 

42. But if this be ufeful in Childhood, 
tis no left then neceflary in the next Period 
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of their time , when they arrive near the 
growth and age of Women, Then indeed 
the Mother should not only make them her 
Companions, but her ^^riends^ allow fuch a 
kind , yet mpdeft Freedom , that they may 
have a complacence in her Company ^ and 
not be temtedto feekit among their Inferiors: 
That the belief of her kindnels may fupplaac 
the pretenfionsof thofe meaner Sycophants, 
who by little flatteries endeavor to icrew 
themfelves into their good opinion, and be- 
come their Confidents: then which there is 
nothing more mifchievous •, thole private Ca- 
bals that are held with fuch, ferving only to 
render them mutmous againft their Parents j 
thefe Family Incendiaries, like thole in the 
State and Church, ftill inculcating the one 
grand Principle of Liberty : a word fo charm- 
ing to our depraved Nature, and elpecially 
to Youth , that they fhould not be trufted 
with fuch Le<aures. Befides thole intimacies 
are often Introdudions to worle ; many fcan- 
dalous AmoiKS and unequal Matches having 
had their rife from them. It fliould therefore 
be the bufinefs of Mothers to prevent all fuch 
pernicipus Le^gites, by pre-engaging them 
m more fafe Familiarities, either with her felf, 
or Ibme other, of whole Vertue Ihe has rcafon 
to be confident. 

43. But the moft infallible Security a- 
gamft this and all other Mifchiefs, is the bring- 

Ee ing 
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iag them into an intimacy and converiacion 
with cheir Maker, by fixing a ttue fenfe of 
Rehgion in their Heaits j if that can be ef- 
fed:ually don, 'twill^ liiperfede all other Ex- 
pedients. She that duly confiders ihe is alwaies 
in Gods prefence, will want no other In- 
ipe<!^or ) nor will (he much need Moaitois^ 
who attends to the advices of her own Con- 
icience. Neither will it only tend to the fe- 
curing her Innocence, but het Reputation 
too 5 it being one part of the Chriftian X;aw9 
to dbftainfrom all afpearance ofevil^ i ThcflC ' 
f . 2 z . to do things that ate ofgoodrepmt^VhiL 
4. 8. fo that Piety is the one complete armor 
to defend both their Vertue and Fame. And 
tis extremely neceflary they fhould be fiir- 
niflit with it, at this Age efpecially , when I 
they do at firft enter into the Worid ; which i 
we may well look on as a taking the Field, i 
confidering how many Aflaults they are there | 
like to meet with \ and if they go without 
this Armature, they may^ none knows how 
Ipbn, be incurably wounded : of which tl^re 
want not many lad Inftances> fome whereof 
might probably have bin prevented, had the ! 
/Parent token c are to havt better fortified 
them. . ' I 

4+. And indeed tis not a little fad to lee 
how much this their moll important Concern 1 
is negle(Sted. Many Mothers, who are nicely 
curious in other parts of their Daughters 

breed- 
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breediag , are utterly" inconfiderate of this. 
TheyjDQ ft have all civil Accomplifliments, 
l)ut no Chtiftian, Thofe are excluded out 
of the Scheme of Education, and by that 
means lie* under the prejudice of being net 
only unneceffary, but ungentile, below the 
regard of Perfons of Quality. Tis much to 
be fear'd, that this negled toward their Chil- 
dren, is founded in a previous contemt of 
Piety in themfelvesv yet I fuj^fe tis often 
inciieaf d by a little Vanity they have of feeing 

^ them, excel! in fome of thole exterior Qua- 
lities y which may recommend them to the 
humor of the World , upon the improving 
whereof they arc fo intent , that more ma- 
teria things are overJbokt. And when thofe 
are acquire4 the pride of fhewing thean be- 
traicsthem to .other Inconveniencies. Th? 
Mother oft not only permits, but incites die 
I>aug^er to the opportunities of boafting he? 
Excellencies, fends her fo oft: abroad on tlist 
Defign, that *laft perhaps (he cannot, when 
ihc would, keep her at home, as I believe too 

/^flaiany have found experimentally truie. In 
^ word> this Intc^al between Child-hood 
^Rd Majority ,^ is tK moft Critical Point of 
^ Womans Life, and therefore fliould be the 
BioftnicelyaiKl warily attended ^ and a Mo- 
ther had need jfiimmon iu>t only all her care 
and diligence, but her prudence too , wcdlto 
difcharge thiapart of her Obligation, 

Ee 2 4f. I 
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4f I S H A L L not infiiit more minutely 
upon Particulars: I have in the former Se- 
d:ion fpoken fbmwhat of what tis fit thefe 
young Virgins fliould do and avoid ; and 
whatever by that, or by any more exa^ rule 
appears their intereft or duty, tis the Mothers 
to jfee it be not neglec9:ed by them : but where 
Kindnefs alone will not prevail, to employ 
their Autority too , and by a difcreet miixture 
of each, fecure their obfervance by both the 
tenures of Love and Reverence. Yet I fhall 
a little refledt upon one particular I mentioned 
before, I mean that of Marrying where they 
have averfion ; which tho I there charged 
as the Crime of the Daughter, yet I muft 
here fay the original and more inexcufable 
guilt is ufually in the Parents, who are ibm- 
times fuch Idolaters to Wealth and Honor, 
that they facrifice their Children to them , 
a more barbarous Immolation then that to 
Maloch. For tho that were very inhuman, 
yet it had this alleviation, that the pain was 
(hbrt : but a loathed Bed is at once an acute 
and a lingring Torment, nay^ not only fo^ 
but a temtation too; fb that tis a Tyranny 
ofa'moft unlimited kind, extends its Effe^ 
feven to Eternity : and fitre that Mother 
muft have very petrified Bowels , have loft 
all Natural Compaffion, that can fo impofe 
on her Child. 

46. I 
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46. I (hall add no mote concerning this 
relation of a Mother , but only one fhort Ad- 
vice , That thofe who groan under the firu- ^ 
flration of their hopes , whofe Children by 
any fcandalous misbehavior become theOb- 
je<^s of their fhameand grief, would fober- 
iy confider, whether it nave not bin fbme 
way owing to themfelves , either by negledl 
in their Education , or by their own ill Ex- 
ample. Tis ufually one , and ibmetimes both. 
They that upon recolledion can aflure them- 
felves tis neither, may bear the AiHid:iOn 
with much the greater cheerfulnefs ; but they 
that cannot , I am fure ought to bear it with 
much the more Patience and Submiffion, 
take it as Gods Lecflure of Repentance , and 
look on their Childrens faults as the producSt 
of their own. And becaufe Satisfad:ion is an 
indifpenfible part of Repentance , they are 
with their utQioft induftry to endeavor the 
repairing thofe Ruins they have made , by 
recalling thofe to Virtue , who by their means 
have ftraied from it. Tis true, the errors of 
Education, like afubtil Poifon, do fo mix 
wittethe Blood, fo incorporate into theHu- 
mors and Manners, that twill be very diffi- 
cult to allay their EfFedtsj and therefore the 
lefs they are themfelves able to do towards 
It, the more eameftly they muft importune a 
Higher Power. He who divided the Light 
from' the Darknefs, can feparate the Eflfeds 

from 
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fiom theC^fes; a^d a&he rcftraiiMxi the na- 
tiusU property of Fire,iniiic cafe of the three 
CSiilorcn , DaTi. j, fo he only can refcue^thcir 
Children from that deftra^^ioa Co which their 
negligeace has expoied them. Bat as to the 
iiiilaeace their example has had , they may do 
^HBthiQg towards th^ redrefs of that , by £et^ 
ting thein a new Copy , making their own 
change ib vifible* fo remarkable, that they 
may have the very fame means of reclaming, 
which there was of fedociog them. » And 
this is a piece of Juftice which feemsto call 
aloud upon manyjMother s. The iricgulatities 
of Yohth CQuld hardly have grown to the pie* 
, lent height , had they not received wanndi 
ftnd (belter from the praAice of their E\der^ 
which do's at once give incouragement and 
t^e off reftraints , the Mother, loofing not 
only her AutQrity> but herconfidenoctxDad* 
moniflx or repwye. With wl^t face can Ihe 
fcquiitevthat ibricS: and fevtere tnodefty of a 
young Girl , Which fhc who fhould he a Ma- 
tron will not; praiSlace? or tie up the ^dy 
wandring htimor of Youth > within thofe 
bounds; (he thinks too ftrait for hero wis ^and 
how ready a retortion will even Scripture it 
fA£ afford £Dr iuch ani ^ofbr.^ Ti^ that 
teache^ (mother %teatbefi thm mt tk^ feif? 
R^m. 2. 2L. :Let: it thei3cfoi»j:betbe caie of 
rfl Mothers to live ar^a:|)enid[. Lefhire to 
their Children > (b to eicemphfy to them all 

Vir. 
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Vimie and Piety, that they may contribute 
ibmthiag to their S^ritoal^as iKrell as their Na« 
cural Lite j that however they may at leaft de- 
liver their own Souls, and not have their 
Childrens guilt recpil upon them as the uti^ 
happy originals of it. 

27. The laft relation' of a Married Wo- 
man is that of aMiftrels, the inlpefition of the 
Family being iiliially her Province $ and tho 
she be not fupreme there , yet she is to im- 
prove her delegated Autority to the advan« 
tage of all under ic. And her more conftant 
nelidence gives her more opportunities of it, 
then the frequent avocations of the Hus- 
band will perhaps allow him. St. Paul lets 
it as the Calling , and indifpcnfable duty of 
the Married Women , That they guide the 
hmfi , I Tim. f . i8 not thmking it a point of 
Gicatnels to remit the menage of all Dome- 
ftic Concerns to a mercenary Houfe-keeper. 
And indeed, fince it has bin a fashionable 
thing for the Matter to refign up his con- 
cerns to the Steward , and the Lady hers to 
the Governant , it has gon ill with moft great 
Families* whilft thefe Officers ferve them- 
lelves inftead of thofe who employ thein , 
raiCe Fortunes on their Patro'hs ruines , and 
divide the Ipoil of the Family \ the HouC- 
keeper pilfering within doors, and the Bai- 
liff plundering without.. 

48. Now to the well- guidiiag of the 

Hcufe 
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Houfe by the Miftrefs of it , I know no better 
or more comprehenfive rale , then for her to 
endeavor to make all that are hers , to be Gods 
Servants alfo. This will fecurc her of all thole 
internledial Qoalifications in them 9 in which 
htv fecular Intereft is concerned , their own 
Confciences being the bc&fpy she can let upon 
them as to their Truth and Fidelity , and the 
beft fpur alio to Diligence and Induftry. But 
to the making them fuch, there will need 
iirft Inftrudtion , and leeondly Difciplipe. It 
is a neceflary pact of the Rulers care to pro- 
vide that noiie in their Family should want 
means, of neceflary Inftrudt ion. I do not fay 
that the Miftrefs should let up for a Catechift 
or Preacher j but that they take order they 
should be taught by thole that are cjualified' 
for t^e Emploiment. And that their turnish. 
ing them with Knowledg, may not ferve only 
to help them to a greater number of ftripes, 
Luke 12. 47 • they are to give them the op- 
portunities of confecrating it by Praier and 
Demotion; to that end to have public Divine 
Offices in the Fatally ^ and that not by ftarts 
or accidents Q when a devonter Gueit is to be 
entertained ) and laid by when a profane J 
but daily and regularly , that the hours of 
Praiers may be fix'd and conftant as thofeof 
Meals > and ( if it may pofltbly be ) as much 
frequented J however that towards it she give 
both Precept and Example. 

49. A 
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49. A Chtiftiaii Family flioiild be the 
Epitome of a Church: but alas how^ nianjr 
among as lie under a perpetual Interdi^ : and 
yet not from the ulurpation of any Foreign 
Power, but from the irreligioti of the Donier 
llic ? One may go into divers great Families^ . 
4nd after Ibme ftay there, not be able to iay 
that the name of God was mentioned to any 
other parpofe then that of Blafphemy ahd 
Execration ; nor a Text of Scripture, unlt^ft 
in Burlcf^ue and profane Drollery. And furc 
w'c need n<>t wonder at the univerfal com- 
plaint that is now made of ill Servants, when 
we refleia upon this ill government of Fami* 
lies. They that are futfer'd wholly to forget 
their duties toward God , will Hot alwaies 
remember it towards Man. Servants are not 
fuch Pbilofophers that upon the bare ftrength 
of a few Moral "inflindrs they will be ver^ 
tuous : and if by a cuftomary negled of all 
tilings Sacred, they aie once taught to look 
at nothing beyondthis World, they will often 
find temtation enough here to difcard their 
honefty, as the moil unthriving Trade* And 
indeed when the aw of Religion is q[uite taken 
off from the vnlgar , there will Icarce any - 
thing elfe be found to keep them within any 
tolerable bouiids i To that tis no leis impolitic 
then proline to flacken that Rein. 

50. B u T it is not only the Intereft , but 
the Duty of all that have Families, to keep 

Ff up 
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up the efteem and practice . of Religion in 
them. Twas one of the greateft Endearments 
of Abraham to God, That he would command 
hts houshold to keep the way of the LordyGtn. 
i8. ip. And y^j^i^ undertakes no lefs for 
the Piety of his Houfhold then himfelf, As 
for me and my houfe^ we willferve the L&rd^ 
Joi. 24. 1 f . And fure tis but rcalbnable, that 
where we our felves ow an Homage^ we fhould 
make all our dependants acknowledg the fame. 
Befides, it is a juftice in refpeft of them, s for 
where we entertain a Servant, we take the 
whole Perfon into our care and protedion, 
and are f alfe to that undertakings if we fafFer 
his Soul, the moft precious part of him, to oe- 
rifh. AndGodj who keeps account even ofhis 
meaneft Creatures , will not patiently relent 
liich a negleft of thofe who bear his own 
Image , and were ranfbmed with as great a 
price as their Mgfters were> for there is W 
refpeB ofperjons with God^Eph. 6. p. 

f I . But when Piety is planted in a Fa- 
mily, 'twill loon wither, if it be not kept in 
vigor by Difcipline : nay , indeed to have 
Servants feemingly devout in the Oratory) 
and yet really licentious out of it, is but to 
convert, ones Houfe into a Theater,, have 
a play of Religion, and keep a fct of Adors 
only to perlbnate and reprelent it. Tis there- 
fore necefiary to inquire how they behave 
themfelves when they are off the Stage j whe- 
ther 
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their thofe hands which they elevate in Praier, 
are iat other times induftrioufly appli'd to 
work i or thofe mouths wherewith they there 
blefs God, are not elfe-where filled with Oaths 
and Curfes^ Scurrilities and Revilings : in 
a word, whether that Form of Godlinefs be 
not defign*d in conlmutation for Sobriety and 
Honefty . Indeed the Governors of Families 
ought to make a ftricSt Infpe(3:ion into the 
manners of their Servants , and where they 
find them good, to aflSx feme (pecialmaikof 
Favor^ by which they may both be encou- 
raged to perfevere, and others to begin j but 
where they find them vicious, there as emi- 
nently to dif countenance, feverely to admo- 
nifh them, and ufe.all fit means for their 
reclaming, and ivhen that feemsjiopelefs, to 
difinifs them,that they may not infedt the reft. 
A Httle leven faith the Apoille kveneth the 
whole lump^ Gal. f . 9. aind one ill fervant (like 
a periflit tooth) will be apt to cormpt his 
fellows, Tis therefore the fame in families 
that it is in more public communities , where 
feverity to the ill is mercy and proteftion 
to the reft j and were houfes thus early weeded 
of all idle and vicious perfons., they would 
not be {o overgrown , nor degenerate into 
fuchrudewilderncfles, as many Qnzy I fear 
moft) great families now are. 

f 2. B u T as fervants are not to be tolerated 
in the negle(3: of their duty , fo neither are 

Fr ? they 
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they to be defeated of any of their due?. M^. 
fieri are to give to their fervants, th^t ifihi^h 
is juft and equah Col. 4. i. And fare (is but 
jull and equal that they who are rational crea- 
tures flioold not be treated with the rigor or 
contemt of brutes : a fufficient ami oecent 
provifion, both in iicknefs and in health is 
a juit debt to them, befides an exaft perform 
mance of thofe particular coQUadii upon 
which they were entertained* LoAanh^fo 
much of natural juftice , that he would not 
take the advantage of 3^^tf^j relation to him 
to make him ierve him gr^s» Beeaup thou 
art my brother sbauldft thm therefore ferve me for 
nought? tell me therefore what jhall tbj wages 
he ? Gen. ip. i f . But alas now aciaies where 
fervantf have bin told 9 nay exprefly articled 
for, their wages> tiswithmany 00 eaiy thing 
\o ^^t it : nay tis thought by fomc Mailers 
an infblence, a piece of ill manners to demand 
it J and when they have worn out a fervant, 
they either pay him not at all, or with the 
fame protra<ftion and regret , which they do 
their Tailors for the old Clothes they have 
caftcSff. I fear there are many inftances of 
this, elpecially among great Perfons; it hang 
a received Mode wim too many of them to 
pay no Debts to thofe who are too mean to 
conteftwith them. But however they may 
rufflfe it out with Men, it will one day arraign 
Ihembeibre Qo4 a? moft injurious Oppreflfcrsi 

there 
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there bedag no Crime of that kind more fre- 
^uently or more feverely branded in* Scri- 
pture, then this of the detention of the Wage« 
of the SeryamL and Hireling. Befidesy this 
exanjple of lojuftice, wherein the Servantis 
paffive, is often tranfcrib'd by him ina4aso£ 
fraud and d^ceiCi atidheis apt to think it but 
an equal retaiiationi to break his Truftwhert 
the Mafter bre^ his Covenant % and wheft 
he once attemts to be his own Pay-mafteri 
tis uot to be doubted but he will aUow him^ 
lelf large Uf^sfor the forbearanceof his Wagesi 
Qy that the courfe isnoleis anprofitable to thd 
Mafter« then anjuft and diihonorafale* 

53. I AM not iiiretisalwates in the WivDS 
power to prevent this or any of the former 
faults in the manage of the. Family. For her 
autority being but fubordinate , if the Hus- 
hr^ndwhois fopreme fuipend her Power, hd 
do's by that vacating her rule, take off the 
duty confcquent tq it; Jfo thkt what I have 
faia, can be obligatory tp none that arefb 
irnpeded : bat to thoie wfa^ can either do it 
themfclves^ or.perfwaxfe their Husbands to 
it , the omiffion will^ be dieir fin : all the pro. 
faneoels and diforder of the Family will be 
cJtarg*d upon theit accaunt^ if it came by 
thdr default. 

. S4* And this methinks , is a Confidera- 
tion that may much mortify oneufual piece 
of vamty , I mean, that of a multitude of 

Ser- 



Ejo THE LADIES CALLING. Part.IL 

Servants. We fhallall of us find burthen e- 
..louffh of our own pedbnal mifcarriages , and 
aeed not contrive to fetch in more weight 
iTomoth6rsl And in Families tis generally 
obfervable. That the bigger they are, tte 
Worfc J vice gains boldnels by numbers , is 
hatched up by the warmthof afiiU Society^ 
imd. we daily fee People venture upon thofe 
Enormities in confbrt and in a croud, which 
jEhey would not dare , did they think they 
flood fingle. Besides , the wider the Pro- 
vince is^ the more difficult it is well to ad- 
minifter it; and in a heap of Servants many 
faults will fcape undifcertfd: efpecially con- 
fidering the common Confederacy there is 
ufually among them , for the eluding of Dif^ 
cipline : fb that what the Wife man fpeaks 
of not defirihg a multitude of unprofitable 
Children , I think may be very well applied 
to Servants, whole Unprofitablenefs ufually 
increafes together with their number. I 
have now ran thro the fevcral' Obligations 
confequent to the Married State ^ wherein 
even upon this very curfbry View , there ap- 
pears fb many Particulars, that if they were 
all duly attended , Ladies need not be much 
at a lofs how to entertain themfelves , nor 
run abroad in a Romantic Qaefl after Fo- 
reign Divertifements , when they have fuch 
yariety of Engagements at Home. 

SECT, 



Sec.t. II. Of Wives. 131 

5 E C T. III. 

Of Widows. 

I . T^ H E next ftate which can fucceed to 
1 that of Marriage, is Widowhood, 
whicn tho it liiperfedes thofe Duties which 
we terminated merely in the perlbn of the 
Husband, yet it endears thofe which may be 
paid to his Afhes# Laveis ftrang as deaf h , 
Cant. 8. 6. and therefore when it is pure and 
genuine, cannot be extinguished by it , but 
burns like the Funeral-Lamps of old even in 
Vaults and Charnel-houfes, The conjugal 
Love tranlplanted into the Grave, ( as into 
a finer Mold) improves into Piety, and 
laies a kind of iacred ObUgation upon the 
Widow , to perform all offices of refpe<3; 
and kindne^ which his remains are capable 
of. 

2. Now thofe Remains are of three forts ^ 
his Body , his Memory , and his Children. 
The moft proper cxpreffion of her love to 
thefirjB:,isin giving it an honorable Enter- 
ment^ mean not fixchas may vie wittfthe 
Poland Extravag^ce ( of which tis obfer- 
ved , that two or three near fiicceeding Fu- 
nerals ruin the Family ) but pmdently pro- 

por- 
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portion'd to his Quality and Fortune, fo 
that her Zeal to his Cprps may not injure a 
Nobler Relic of him, his Children. And 
this decency is a much better inftance of her 
kindncfs, then all thofe" Tragical Furies 
wherewith Ibme Women feem traniported to- 
wards their dead Husbands , thofe frantic 
Embraces and carefles of a Carcafi, which 
betray a little too much the fenfuality of 
their Love. And it is fomthing obfervable, 
That thofe vehementPaflSons quickly exhauft 
themfelves , and by a kind of Sympathetic 
Efficacy , as the Body (on which their affe. 
<aion was fixt ) molders , fo do's that alfo ; 
nay often it attends not thofe lefurely de- 
grees of diilcAution , but by a more precipi- 
tate motion, feems rather to vanish then 
conlume: 

3 . The more valuable Kindnefi therefore, 
fa that c6bf9 Memory, endevoring to embalm 
that 5 keep it from perishing-, and by this in- 
nocent Magic ( as the Egyptians were wont 
by a more guilty ) she may converfe with the 
Dead , reprefent him fo to her own Thoughts, 
that his Life may ftill be repeted to her: 
and as in broken Mirror the rejfra<2:ioli mtil- 
tii^ies the Images, fo by his diflblution eve- 
ry hour prefenw diftind Idea's of hira ; fo 
that she fees him the cffrntt, for his being 
hid from her Eics. But as they ufe not to 
embalm without Odois^^ fo fhe is not only 

to 
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to prefervcj but perfume his Memory, reader 
it as fragrant as (he can, not only to her felf, 
but others j byrevivipg the remembrance of 
whatever was Praife- worthy in him , vindi- 
cating him from all Calumnies and falfc Ac- 
cufations , and ftifling ( or allaying ) even 
True Ones as much as fhe can. And indeed, 
a Widow can no way better provide for her 
own Honor, then by this tendernels of her 
Husbands. ^ i 

4. Y E -f there is another Expreflion of it, 
inferior to none of the former, and that is, the 
letting Inch a. value upon her relation to him, 
as to do notTiing unworthy of it. Twasthe 
dying charge of Auguftus to his Wife Li^via^ 
Behave thy felfweUy and remember our Mar^ 
riage. And (he who has bin Wife to a Perfon 
of Honor, muft io remember it, as not to do 
any thing below her felf, or which he (could 
he have forfeen it } fliould juftly have bin 
afhamed of. 

f . T H E laft Tribute (he can pay him, is 
in his Children. Thefe he leaves as his Proxies 
to receive the kindneis of which himfelf is 
uncapable 5 fo that theXhildren of a Widow 
may clame a double portion of the Mothers 
lov6| one upon their Native right, as Hers 5 
the other^ as a bequeft in right of their dead 
Father. And indeed, fince flie is to fupply 
the place of both Parents, tis but neceflary ihe 
(hoiildput on the AfFedrions of both, and to 

G g the 
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the tendemefsofaMother, ^dd the caregnd 
conduit of a Father. Firft^ in a ieduLous 
care of their Education : and ne^ct, in a pru- 
dent managcry of their Fortunes j an order 
that is fbmtimes nnhunpily inverted, and Mo- 
thers are (o concerned tp have die Eftate pro- 
fper in their tuicioh, that the Children cannot; 
whilft ( by an unfeafonable Frugality ) to 
fave a little ^xpence, they deny ti^ra the ad^ 
vantages of an Ingenious and Gentile Breed^' 
ing : fwcll their Eftates perhaps to a yaft 
Bulk, but ib contract and narrow their Minds, 
that they know not how to diipofe them to 
any real benefit of themfelves or othei^s. And 
this is one of the moft pernicious ]Par{in)onies 
imaginable. A. Mother by this ieems |:o a* 
dopt the Fortune , and abdicate the Chijd, 
who is onty made the Beaft to bear thoie loads 
of Wealth flie will lay on, and^hich flie evi- 
dently owns as the greaceft Trefiire, fince in 
tendernefs to that fhe negle<5t s him • 

SYet fomtimej^ tlie fame EffeA i|)rings 
from another Caiife; and Children are ill hred, 
not becaufe the Mother grudges tlie charge, 
bat out of a Fe^iiniae fondnejfs, which per- 
mits lier not to part with them to the proper 
places for tbeir Education. Like J^c^t to 
Benjamin^ her Soul is fo bouiul upinthem/ 
that flie cannot lend them awhile even to 
their own nk>ft neceflary coiKems. And this, 
tho not fo ignoble a motive as the other, is 

oF 
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of nplefsmifchieF^ at leaft to her Sons> who 
hzixigbj it coniin'd td home^ dre conieqiicnr- 
ly condemn'd to bepoifon'd (if with nothing 
eJie,yet) with the flatteries of Servants and 
Tenants, who think thofe the beft expedient 
to fecare their own ftation. And with thcfe 
the young Mafter or Ldndiotd is fo blown upv 
that aa if his Manors were the confines of the 
Worlds he can look at nothing beyond them ; 
fo th«t when at laft he breaks loofe from his 
Mothers arms, and coittes abroad, he expels 
icarce to find his £qaals> much lefs his Betters^ 
thinks he is ftill to recdrethe fame fawning 
Adorations which he was.u&d t6 at honle: 
and being pofTeft with tins infolent cxped:a. 
tion , he will fcarce be unddceired , but at 
the price of many AflBronts : nay, perhaps he 
may buy his experience with the lofs of his lifej 
by his ili^teanners draw on a Qjiarrel, where* 
in he finally perishes. Thit this is no im* 
poffible Suppofition, ibme unhappy Mothers 
hare founa to their unfpeakable afflict ion. 

7^ T I s not to be denied , but there arc 
alfb dangers confequenc to the breeding 
Children abroad. Vice having infinuated it 
felf even into the places of Erudition , and 
having not only as many, but the very fame 
Acadetdies with Vertue and Learniilg ^ fo 
that the cttreme depravation of the times nevir 
flates the (^eftion> and we are not to con* 
iider which 19 beft^ but which is the leaft ill 

G g i ' dif- 
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difpofiire of Children. And in that competi- 
tion lure the home Education will be caltj 
for there they may fuck in all the Venem, 
and nothing of the Antidote-, they will not 
only be taught bafe things, but as ( I before 
obferv'd) by the bafeft Tutors, fuch ^as will 
add all the moft fordid circumftances to the 
improving of a Crime. Whereas abroad they 
are firft not like to meet with any whofe in- 
tereft|it is fo much to make them Vicious. And 
lecondly, they may ( as ill as the world is) 
meet with many who may give them both 
Precepts and Examples of a better kind. Be- 
fides the Difcipline ufed in thofe Conunu- 
nities makes them know themfelves 5 and the 
various forts of Learning they may acquire, 
will not only prove ufefiil divertifement (the 
want of which is the great fpringof mifchief) 
but-wiU, tf rightly appli'd, furnish them with 
Ingenious and Vertuous Principles, iiich as 
may fetthem above all vile and ignoble pra- 
d:ices. So that there feems a confpiration 
of motives towreftthe child from the»relu<5- 
ing Mother ^ and to perfwade her for a while 
to deny her ielf that defire of her eies, that fo 
he may atlaft anfwerdie more rational defire 
of hef heart. 

8. A s to the other part of her Obligation, 
the managing of their Fortune , there is the 
fame rule for her as for all other perfons that 
have a Truft, viz. to do asfor themfelvesi 

. that 
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that is, with the fame care and diligence (if 
not a greater ) as in her own peculiar Con* 
cern. I do not fay thatfhe fhall confound 
the property , and make it indeed her own, 
by applying it to her peculiar ufe: a thing 
I fear wnich is. often don, efpecially by the 
gaier fort of widows , who to keep up their 
own Equipage, do fomtimes incroach upon 
their Ions peculiar. And I wi?(h even that 
Q tho bad enough ) were the only cafe where- 
in it were don : but tis fomtimes to make her 
a better prize to a fecond husband. She 
goes into another family , and as if (he wer6 
a Colony fentout by her fon, he raiift pay 
for the planting her there: indeed the, oft 
repeating this injury, has advanc't it now 
into a cuftom , and the management of the 
Minors eftate is reckoned on as part of the 
widows fortune. But I confefs I lee not 
what there is in the title of a Mother , that 
can legitimate her defrauding her child •, it 
rather envenems the crime, and adds Unna* 
turalncfs to Deceit. Befidestis a prepofterous 
ffTt of guilt. Orphans and Widows ^re in 
fcripture link'd together as obje(5ts of Gods 
and good mens pity, and of illmensoppref. 
fion, and how ill alas do's civil war look a- 
mbng fellow liifFerers ? The Widow to in- 
jure thd^X)rphan is like the uncooth oppref. 
ifion Solomon {^^ of^ ^rov. 28. 3. A poor 
man that opprejfeth the poor is like afweeping 

rain 
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fum wbkb leavefk nofitd, Sach kind of rsu 
nikea suk^ as exceffive in their degree « as pccM 
digioui ill their kind : d&d 1 believe there are 
itumy inftances df ions, urho have fuflei^d 
ndte by the. Gturdianihip of their Mothers, 
then they could probably have don by i\A 
• notrage of ittangers. 

5^4 How Well fuch Mothers anfwer their 
Obligations to other dead Husbands , Imuft 
leave it CO their own Confciences todifcafs* 
I ihall Only offer them the! e iteps of gradi* 
tion by which to proceed. YitSi thaclnju- 
Ibice .of any fort is a great fin. ^Secondly 
that when tii in a mattet of traft , tiBCota^ 
cated with Treachery alfo. Thirdly that of 
all tmih thofe to the dead have alwaiesbin 
efteem'd the moft facred. If they can find 
any allay to the^ by the two remaining cir- 
camftanc^es, that tis thetruft of a htuband) 
and the intereft of a child, I ihall cofl&ft 
them very fubtil Cafuifb. 

lo. I have hitheno ipoke of what the wi< 
dow ows to her dead husband » but thsR'M 
alfo fomwhat of pecnliaf Obligation in re- 
iation to her ielf. God who l^s^lajcfdosin 
this World to puffiie the inteteftfi of abetter, 
diieds dl the %nal aiStt of hi& t^tovidence 
to that end, and intends we fhoold fb ta^ 
terpr^ them. So that every great change 
that occurs, is d^gfl*d either to lecall as 
from a wrong way, ot to quicken ouf pace 

in 
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ia the righr; and a wid^w may more then 
<Joiycdurp , that whe^ Qod tafc^p away ehs 
mate of Jber bofom , tedu^s h^r tp » {qJj, 
tade, hfi dp*s by it ^ood a retreat fromtbe 
lighter jollities and gaieties of cbe vorld* 
And at in coniplianc« with civil <?iiftoin(be 
immmss hex felf , fit« in darkneis for a whiles 
ib ihe fhonld pat one aiorc retired tempfetrof 
aiind, a more ftriift and ieverc behavior $ 
and that not «> be caft off with her veil , bat 
to be the conftaat dre6 of her widowhood. 
Indeed that State as it requires agreatibbrie* 
x^ aad piety, fpit affords many advantages 
ito wards it. The Apoftle tells iw, thta she 
wba is mofrifd canth for the thivgs aftht 
WmUi b9W the may please her husband , \ Cor. 
7. 34. There are many things which are but 
the due compliances of a Wifei which yet 
arc great avocation? , and interrupters of a 
ftw^ Devotion j when ihe is manumitttd 
from that fubjedion , when Ae has lefi of 
Martha* s eare tf fervingt she is then at li- 
t>erty to clinie Marfs part , Luk. 10. 4>. «Fbe 
has her time aad her fortune at her own com- 
tpandt-and confequently may much more a-» 
bound in the workfi both of Piety and Cha- 
rity. We find <jod himfelf retre»cht th<j 
wives power of binding her own foul, Num, 
30. Her vows were totally infignificant with* 
out her husbands confirmation j bntthe wi« 
dow might devote Im felf tp.wbat degree 

she 
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shepleas'd: her Piety has noreftraint froma- 
ny other inconfiltent obligation , but may 
fwell ashigh as it can. Thole hours which 
were before her husbands right , feem now 
to devolve on God the grand proprietor of 
our time: that difcourfe and free converfe 
wherewith she entertained him , she may now 
convert: into colloquies and spiritual enter- 
courfe with her maker; and thiU: love which 
was :only human before , by the change of its 
objed: acquires a fublimity , is exalted into 
divine : from loial duty and conjugal afFe- 
<aion becomes the eternal work and happi- 
nefs of Angels, the ardor of a Cherubim. 
Thus may she in a higher fenle verify Smf- 
Jons riddle Jud. 144. 14. fetch hmj out of a car- 
cafSy make her husbands Ashe^ (like thofe of 
the heifer under the law Heb. 9. 13.) her 
Turification : his corruption , may help to put 
on incorruption, and her lofsofa temporary 
comfort may inflate her in an eternal. 

II. A N D as her felf , fo her fortune may 
alfb be conlccrated : and indeed if she be , 
that will alfo: if she have made an efcape 
out of Egypt there shall riot a hoof be left 
behind hcv;Exod. 10. 26. no part ofherpof- 
feflions will be affign*d t/b vanity and excefs. 
She who hath really :de voted her felf to Pie- 
ty ^fafied and f rated with ^Anna Luk. 2. 37* 
will alfo MtfuU of good works and alms^eeds 
with Tabitha , Ads 9. 36. Thus she may be 
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a mother when flie ceafes to bear 5 andtho 
(he no more encreaie one family , (he may 
fupport many. And certainly the fertility 
of the womb, is not fb valuable as this of the 
bowels : Fruitfulnefs can be but a happinefs, 
Compaffion is a vertue. Nay indeed tis a 
greater and more certain happine(s; a child 
is not brought forth but with pangs and an- 
guifh, but a- work of Mercy is produced not 
only with eafe, but delight. BeSdes, (he that 
bears a Child, knows not whether it may prove 
a Blefling or a Cur(e 5 but Charity gives cer- 
tain title to a Ble(fing, and engages the molt 
folvent Paymalter, even God himfelf, who 
owns all fuch disburiinents as a loan to hinj. 
' He that hath pity uponthe poor^ lendeth unto the 
Lord: and that which he hath given^ will he 
pay him again, Prov. ip. 1 7. 

j2. There was in the Primitive Times 
an Ecclefiaftical Order of Widows, which ' 
St. Taul .mentions, i Tim. f . whofe whole 
Mini(try was devoted to Charity. They were 
indeed of the poorer fort , fit rather to receive 
then give Alms i yet the lefs they could do 
with their Purles, the more was required of 
their Pcrlons, the humbler of^otsot washing 
thf Saints feet , the careful task of bringing 
up children^ and a diligent attendance on every 
good work. And fure there is parity of Rea- 
fon, that thofe who upon the fcore of their 
Wealthy exemt themlelves from thole Labori- 

Hh ous 
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ous Services , ihould commute for it by more 
Liberal Alms. In the warmdi and zeal of 
Chriftianity , WoBien o^'f the higeft Quaiity 
perfiwHaed both ftnts of Charity, forgot their 
Greatneis in their condefccnfions, yet aflum'd 
it again in their Bounty ; fouaded Hofpitals, 
aB^yet with a/a^ofkve, as the Apoftle ftiles 
it^Heb.6. lo- diidain'd not fbmtimes to lerve I 
in tl^em. But thefe are Examples not like 
to be tranfcrib'd in our daies, Greatnefs is now 
grown to fuch an unweildineis that it cannot 
ttooptho to the moft Chriftian Office$, and 
yet can as little ibar up in any Munificent | 
Charities : it ftands like Nebuchadnezzar^ 
Golden Image, a vaft bulk only to be a- 
dor'd. 

13. Now certainly , if any Women be 
qualified to avert this reproch, itmuftbethe j 
Dowagers of great Families and Fortunes' 
riiey have none to controul their Vifits to the 
fick and affli<fted, or to refent adifparagement 
from their Humility , neither have they an 
accout to give of their Pofleffions to any but 
God and themielves > to him ftire they can 
bring none £b like to procure them the Eulogy 
of well dm thoM gcod and faitb^mll firvavt , 
Math. 2f 21. as a Catalogue of their Alms. 
Nor indeed can they any other way dilpofe 
their Fortune lb much to their own content- 
ment ; they may poffibly Cloy and fatiatc 
their fenics, make pro vifion for the flefli i but 

that 
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that iro way fatisfics t^cir rcafim > much left 
their Conicieliee, The Sout, which is the 
iupericxr part, is quite IdTc out in that diftri- 
bdtfon V nothing is communicated to it hot 
the gtrilt of thofc dear bought Exccfics* The 
only way it has to be a fharer in theii Weahh, 
is by a charitable diipenfing . 1 he poor are 
its Proxies as well as Gods^ and tho in all other* 
refpefts we may fay to the Soul, as the Tfahnift 
do's to God, TfaL 16. 2. my good^ extend 
not to thee : yet by this way, it becomes not 
only a partaker , but the chief proprietor, 
and all is laid out for its ufe* The harboring 
an out-caft, builds it an everlafiiffg Palpitation, 
Luk.i6.p. the clothing the naked, arrays it in 
pure white linen. Rev. ip. 8. and the feeding 
the hungry; makes it a gueft at thefufper of the 
Lamb, v. 8. Nay, it gains not only an inde- 
feifible title to rhefe nappy Reverfions, but 
it has a great deal in prefent pofleffion, a huge 
rational Complacence in the- right applying 
of Wealth, and doing that with it for which 
twas defign'd. Yet more, it gives a fcnfitive 
delight , nothing being more agreeable to hu* 
man nature, then the doing good to its own 
kind. A feafonablc Alms leaves a greater ex- 
ultation and tranfport in the Givfer, then it 
can ordinarily raife in the Receiver \ lb ex- 
emplifying the Maxim o£ our Bleflcd Lord, 
that it IS a more blejfed thif^ to gfve then to 
receive^ h&. 20. 35". This indeed is a way 
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to elude the fevere denunciation of the Apo- 
ftle, I Xim- 5". 6. A widow that liveth in this 
jfkjure, isnotdeadwhikft sife liveth but on the 
contrary, fhall live when she dies^ whenflie 
refigns her Breath, Ihall improve her being; 
the Praiers of the Poor, like a benign gale, 
Ihall aflifl: her flight to the Region of Blils-, 
and fhe who has here cherifti'd the affli&ed 
Members, shall there be indiflblubly united 
to their Glorious Head. 

If. And now methinks Widonr-hood, 
under this afpecft, is quite transformed, is not 
fo forlorn, lb defolate an eltate astisufually 
efteem*d. And would all Widows ufe hot 
this expedient, thus devote themfelves to Pi- 
ety and Charity, it would, like the healing 
Tree, Exod. if. af. fweeten thefe Waters of 
Marah, render the condition not only fup- 
portable, but plefant; and they would not 
need to make fuch affrighted, liich difadvan- 
tageous elcapes, as many do, from it. Tis 
true , the Apoftles affirmation is unqueftio- 
iiable, that the wife;whcn her husband is ded, 
is at liberty to be married to whom she wiU, 
I. Cor. 7, 3p. But the advice he fubjoinsis 
authentic too, she is happier if she fo abide. 
She that may folace herfelf in the Society, 
in the Love of her God, makes an ignoble 
defcent to human Embraces ; she that may 
purcliaie Heaven with her Wealth , buys a 
very dear Bargain of the belt Husband on 

Earth. 
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Earth. Nay indeed, upon a meer fecular ac- 
count, it feems not very prudent to relinquish 
both Liberty and Property , to elpbufe at 
the beft a Subjeftion, but perhaps a Slavery : 
it a little refembles the mad Frollicks of freed 
Gally-flaves, who play away their Liberty as 
fbon as they regain it. 

If. Marriage is lb great an adven- 
ture, once feems enough for the whole life: 
for whether they have bin profperous or ad- 
verfe in the firft , it do's almolt difcourage 
a fecond attemt. She that has had a good 
Husband , may be fuppos'd to have his Idea 
£0 fixt in her Heart, that it will be hard to 
introduce any new Form : nay farther , fhe 
may very realbnably doubt y that in this com- 
mon dearth of Vertue , two good Husbands 
will fcarce fall to one Womans fliare , and 
one will become more intolerable to her, by 
the reflexions fhe will be apt to make on 
the better. On the other fide, if she have 
had a bad , the fmart fiire cannot but remain 
after the rod is taken off; the memory of 
what she has fufFer'd should methinks , be a 
competent caution againfl new adventures. 
Yet experience shews us that women (tho 
the weaker fex) have commonly fortitude 
enough to encdunter and baffle all thefe con- 
fiderations. It is not therefore to be expecS:- 
cd that many will by any thing that hath or 
can be foid be diverted from remarryi ng : and 

in- 



S46 THE LADIES CAL LING. FA»t,l I 

indeed she that do's^oot preierve her widows 
hood upon the accoants foremendoned , may 
perhaps better relinqaifc it. St. Taul wc fe 
advifes that thofe^//?t£;^ who found no bet- 
ter emploiment then going jftnn houfe to houfey 
that grew by their vacancy to he tatkrs mi 
hufy bodies i.Tim. f. 13. ihould marry again, ! 
it being the belt way to fix thefe wandring 
planets , to find them bofinefs of their own 
at home, that io they may not ramble a* 
broad to intermedlc with that of others. 
And the trath is they that cannot brook 
the retirednefe and gravity which becomes 
a Widow , had better pnt themfelves in a 
ftate that lefs requires it j and if they refoh'c 
not to Comform their minds to their condi- 
tion, to bring their condition to their minds. 
But in the doing that there will be fbme cau- 
tions very neceflary to be obferv'd. I (hall 
leduce them to two, the one relating to the 
time , the other to the equality of the match. 
i 6. First in refped: of time , common 
decency requires that there be a confidera- 
ble intervall between the parting with one 
husband and the chufing another. This has 
binfo much obferved by nations that wene 
at all civili'zd, that we find Numa made it 
a law , that no widow fliould marry under 
10. months, and if any did flie was tofacri- 
fice as for the expiation of a crime. And this 
continued in force many ages after , info- 
much 
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much that when upon leafbns of State c/fi^ 
guHus found it uimd to many his filter OBiu 
via to KAntonius % nothing leis then a decree 
of the Senate could licen& the ancidpating 
the time 5 fo jealous obfenrers were they of 
this point of Civility , tiiat they thought the 
whole State was concerned iii the violation. 
Tis true we have no law in the cafe, but we 
have ibmwhat of cuftom , I know not how - 
long weihall have^ fince the frequent brea- 
ches of it threaten quite to cancel it : yet 
a womai^ tnat is tender of her honor will 
fcarce give heresLample towards the refcind- 
ingit- |The wounds of grief ate feldom heal'd 
by any hand but that of time , and therefore 
too fudxkn a cure (hews the hurt pierc'd not 
deep J and she that can make her mourning 
veil an optic to draw a new lov^ nearer to 
her fight, gives caufe tofufpeift the fables 
were all without. 

17. Th? next thing confiderable is the 
equalty of the match, ' Marriage is lb clofe 
a link, that to have iteafy tis good to have 
the parties as even proportioned as may be. 
And hrfl: in refped of quality and fortune ; 
xxs to be wisht there should be no eminent dis- 
proportion. Thofe that meet mofl: upon a 
level, are leaft fnbjed to thole npbraidings 
that; often attend a great delcent of either 
party. It is therefore no prudent motive ^ 
by which fbme Widows are fwai'd who mar- 

. ly 
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rjr only for a great Title > who often dd not 
meet with fo much of obeifance from ftran- 
gers , as they do with contemt from their hus. 
band and his relations. There have bin 
examples of Lords , who have ufed rich, but 
inferior widows like Ipunges, fqueez'dthem 
to fill themfelves with their wealth, and 
them only with the air of a big name. On 
the other fide for a woman to many very 
meanly and too much below her felfe isra- 
ther worfe 5 thofe kind of matches are ordi- 
narily made in a tranfport of paflion , and 
when that abates and leaves her to Ibber le- 
fled: ions , she will probably be fo angry with 
her Mf, that she will fcarce be well plcas'd 
with her husband. A ftate of fubjedion is 
a little fweetned by the worth and dignity 
of the ruler: for as it is more honorable, io 
tis alfo more eafy ^ the ferviler fpints being 
of all others the moft imperious in command. 
And fure 'twill not a little grate a woman of 
' honor, to think she has made fuch aone her 
Mailer ^ who perhaps would before have 
thought it a preferment to have bin her fer- 
vant. Nay farther, fuch marriages have com- 
monly an ill refledion on the Modefly of the 
Woman, it being ufually prefum'd that where 
the dittance was fo great, as to difcourage filch 
an attemt on his part, there was fome invi- 
tation on hers. So that upon all accounts 
she is very forlorn who thus difpofes of her 

felf. 
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fel£ Yet tis too well known inch matches 
have oft bin made> and the fame levity and 
inconfideration may betray others to it J and 
therefore tis their Concern well to ballaft their 
minds/ and to provide that their Paflion never 
get the afcendant over their Reafbn. 

18. Another very neceflary equality 
is that pf their judffment as to Religion. I do 
not mean that they are to catechize each 
other, as to every minute fpeculative point : 
but that they be of the fame profeffion, {o as 
to join together in the worfliip of (Jod. It is 
iiire very uncomfortable that thofe who have 
io clolely corpbin'd all their other initerefts, 
should be difimitedin the grcatefty that one 
Church cannot hold them, whome one houfe, 
one bed do's j and that Religion which is in it 
felf the moft uniting thing^should be the only 
difagreement between them. I know tis oft 
made a compact in fuch matcheS) that neither 
shall impole their opinion upon the other : 
yet I doubt tis feldom kept, unlefs it be by 
thoie whole caiekfnefs of all religion abates 
their zeal to any one. But where they have 
any earneftnefs in their way, efoecially where 
one party thinks the other in a cfamnable error, 
twill fcarce be poffible to refrain endeavoring 
to reduce them 5 and that endeavor begets 
dijfoutes, thofe dilputes heats , thofe heats 
diigults, and thofe difgufts perhaps end in 
averfion 5 fo that at laft their affe(3;ions grow 

I i as 
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as oflueconcilabie as their opii^ioiis^ and tlieir 
idiigioas ja;cs draw on domeftic, Beides if 
Boae of tfae& perfboal ddoates^ hapfimi yet 
the ediifccacioa o£ the chiidteML mM be matte; 
ofdifpute^^ die one* paraai: wi|lftMftiz»e.couii' 
termining the otlier , each feekiog fiaiecover 
the others pi:o&fytes> Nay if incrodaces fa- 
ction iaco the ini^rioi? pairts of the fisunily too : 
the fetvantsaccordiiag to their diflesent ^* 
iwaiioas. bdody into leagues and parties s fo 
that it end^gers^ if not utterly deftroies sdt 
concord in families : and all; tb^s-tniii of mif- 
ehiefsihouldmethinksbe a compeoent preja- 
dice againft fach matches. 

ip.THEBLEis yet a third pacticuki) where- 
in any great difproportion i^ much iK>*bea- 
voided > and that is in Years. The humors 
of youth and age differ fo widely, that there 
bad need be a great deal of skill Oo- Compofe 
tliediicord into a harmony. When' ^ young 
Womani marries an old man^ there^^ecoiii- 
monly Jealouiies^on the one pant and loathings 
on. the other, and if there benotaii eminent 
degree of difcretion in one or bo^v there mW 
be pei:petuat difagreements. But this is^a^cafe 
that do^s notofiien happen among thofe Jnov 
fpeak to : for thotlie avarice of Parenfefom- 
times forces maids upon fuch matches, yet 
Widows who are their own chufer§ leidom 
make fuch elections. The inequality among 
them commonly falls on the other lide, and 

• old 



Segt.II. Of Widows. ayi 

old women many young men. Indeed any 
maniageis in fuch , a folly and dotage. They 
who muft iiiddenly make their bods in the 
dull: , what should they think of a nuptial 
couch? And to luch the anfwer of the Phi- 
lo£>pher is appofite » who beinig demanded 
what was the fiteft time for marrying^ re«. 
fiied, for the young not yet, for the old not 
at all. 

20. But this dotage becomes perfc<9: fren*. 
2y and madnefs when they chufe young hus«> 
bands : this is an accumulation of abfurdities 
and contradid:iohs. The Husband and the 
Wife are but one perfon 5 and yet at once 
young and old , fieih and withered. Tis a 
levemng the decrees of nature : and theie* 
fore twas no ill aniwer which ^imiyfim the 
Tyrant gave his motheri who in her agede- 
fign'd fiich a match, That tho by his regai 
power he could difpenfe with pofitive liws^ 
yet he ^ould not abrogate thofe o£ nature, 
or make it fit for her an old woipan to marry 
a young man. Tis indeed an inverfion of 
iealbnsy a confounding the Kalender, making 
a mongrel month o£ma^ and December i and 
the conjundion prores as fatal as it is podi. 
gious > it being icarce ever ieen that nich a 
match proves tolerably happy. And indeed 
tis not imagin^le how it fiiould-ior firft tis to 
beprefum'd that fUe diat marries io muft mar* 
ry meaoiy » No young man who do's not need 

li 2 her 
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her fortune will take her perfon. For tho 
ibme have the humor to give great rates for 
inanimate antiquities^ yet none will take the 
living; gratis. Next me never mifles to be 
hatea by him fhe marries : he looks on her 
as his. rack and torment, thinks him felf un* 
<ier the Hngring torture devis'd by Mezeth 
tiuSf a living body tied to a dead. Normuft 
she think to cure this by any the little adul- 
43Briesof art : she may buy beauty, and yet 
call never make it her own; may paint, yet 
^ever'be fair. Tis like enameling a mud wall, 
the courfkefs of the ground will Ipoil the var- 
nish ^ and the gteateft exquifitnefi of drcfs 
ierves but to illuftrate her native blemishes. 
•So that all she gains by this is to make him 
fcorn as well as abhor her. 
. 21. iNDBEDthereisnothingcanbemore 
ridiculous, then an old Woman gaily fetoiitv 
and it was not unaptly fzidofDiagenes to fuch 
a one. If this decking be for the livifig, yoq 
are deceived; if for the dead make haft to 
them ; and I doubt many young husbands 
will be ready to fay as much. Nay bccaufe 
death comes not quick enough to part them> 
there arc few have patience to attendats loi- 
tering, pace : the man bids adieu to the Wife 
tho not to her fortune, takes that to maintain 
his luxuries eUe^where, allows her Ibnie little 
annuity , and makes her k penfioner to her 
own eftate. So that he has hi€ dii%n, but 

she 
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she none of hers : he married for her fortune, 
and he has it y she for his perfbn , and has 
it not: and which is wotfe buies her defeat , 
with the lofs of all , he commonly leaving her 
as emty of mony as he found her of wit. 

22. A N D triily this is a condition deplo- 
rable enough ^ and yet ufiially fails even of 
that comfort which is the laft referve of the 
miferable, I mean Pity. Tis the Wife mans 
queftion, Ecclef. 12. 13. fFho will pity a 
charmer that is bitten with a Serpent ? He 
might have prefum'd lefs on his skill, and 
kepthimfelfat a fafer diftance : and fare the 
like may be faid of her. Alas what are her 
feeble charms, that she should expedt by them 
to fix the giddy appetites of youth? Andfince 
she coiild lo prefume without fenfe , none 
will regret that she should be convinced by 
fmatt. Befides, this is a cafe wherein there 
havfe bin a multitude of unhappy Prefidents 
which might have cautioned her. He that ac- 
cidentally falls down an undifcover'd preci- 
pice is compaffionated for his difafter ; but 
he that ftands a great while on the brink of 
it , looks down and fees the bottom Ijbrew'd 
with the mangled carcafes of many that have 
thence fallen j if be shall deliberately catt 
h^fetf into their company, the blame quite 
extinguishes the pity i he may aftonish , but 
not melt the beholders. Ana truly she who 
cafts herfelf away in fuch a match, betraies 

not 
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not lefs,.but more ixrilfuUnefs. How many 
ruins of unhappy women prefeat themfelvcs 
to her, like the wracks of old vefiels, all fplit 
upon this rock ? And if she will needs fteer 
her courfe purpofelyto do the fame, none 
ought to grudg hier the shipwrack she fo 
courts. 

23, No a has she only this negative dif- 
comfort to be deprived of pity , but Ae is 
loaded with cenfiires and reproch. The World 
is .apt enough to malicious erroi?s, to fix blame 
where there is none , but tis feldom gailty 
of the charitative, do^s not overlook the finall* 
^ft appearance of evil, but generally puts the 
worft conftru(3:ion on any a<9: , that it wiJI 
with any probability bear ; and according 
to that mefure Women in this condition can 
exped no very mild defcdnts on them. In- 
deed fuch matches are fb deftitute of any ra- 
tional Plea, that tis hard to derive them from 
any other motive then the fenfitire. What 
the common conjedures are in tliat cafe, i« 
as needlefs as it is unhandiomto declare: I 
will not iay how true they are, but if they be, 
it adds another reafon to the former, why fuch 
Marriages are lb improfperous. All diftor- 
tions in Nature are ufiially ominous j and fore 
fuch ppecematural heats in Age , may very 
well be reckoned as difinal Prefages , and very 
certain ones too, fince they create the mine 
they foretelli And traly tis not onjyjuft) 

but 
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but convenient , that fiich Matives should 
be attended widi fuch Confequences i that 
the Bitternefsoftheoney may occaiion fome 
reflexion on the Sordidnefs oftht other. Tis 
but kindty > that fuch an Alhallontide Spring 
(houtd meet with Frofts) and the unplefant- 
nefsofthe Event chaftife the uglinelsofthe, 
Deiign^ and therefore I think thofe that arc 
confcious of the one, fhould be £o far froiii 
murmuring, that they fhould be very thank- 
full for the other , think it Gods diicipline 
to bring them again to their Wits, and not 
repine at thai finart which themfelves have 
made neceilary* 

.14. And now I wifli all the Ancienter. 
Widows, would ferioufly weigh how much tis 
their Intereft not to fever thole two Epithetsj 
that of Ancient they cannot put off, it daily 
grows upon them ; and that of Widow is fiire 
a more proportionable adjuncSt to it , then 
that of Wife J efpecially when it is to one 
to whom her Age might have made her Mo- 
ther. There is a Veneration due to Age, if 
it be fuch as difowns not it felf : The hoary 
head^ fays Solomon, is a crown of gkry^ if it be 
found in the Wi^ of right eoufnejs^ Prov. 16.32. 
but when it will mix it felf with Yoitth, it is 
difclaim'd by both, becomes the shame of the 
Old , aid the fcorn of the Young. What 
a ftrange fury is it then w.hich poflfefles luch 
women, that when they may difpofe their For- 
tunes 
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tunes to tkofe Advantageous Defigns before 
mentioned, they should only buy with them, 
fo undecent , fb ridiculous a flavery ? that 
when they may keep up the reputation of Mo- 
defty andPrudcnce, they should expofe thcm- 
felves to an Univerfal Cpntemt for the want 
of both i and that they who might have had 
a Reverence, put themfelves even out of the 
capacity of bare Cojpipalfion. 

25. This is fo high a Frenzy > as fure 
cannot happen in an inftant 5 it muft have 
fome preparatory degrees , fome rooting in 
the conftitution and habit of the mind. Such 
Widows have fiire fome lightnefe of humor, 
before they can be fo giddy in their Brains, 
^nd therefore thole that will fecure themfelv« 
from the'Effed:, muft fubilrad; the Caufej 
if they will ftill be wishing themfelves young, 
tis odds but within a while they will perfwaoe 
themfelves they are fo. Let them therefore 
content themfelves to be old, and as Fashions 
are varied with Times , fo let them put on 
the Ornaments proper to their Seafon , which 
are Piety, Gravity, and Prudence. Thefe 
will not only be their Ornament, but their 
Armor too; this will gain them fucha Re- 
verence , that will make it as improbable they 
should be affaulted^ as impofSble they should 
aflault. For I think one may fafely.fay, I^ 
is the want of one or allofthofe, which be- 
traies Womeh to fuch Marriages. 

26. ANP 
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z6. Awrp iod^d it may be a matter of 
Caurtion^vea to the younger Widows, not to 
let therofelvestoo muchloofe to alight frolic 
Humor, which perhaps they will not be able 
to put off J wlien it is moft neceflary they 
ftould. It will not much invite a ibber Man 
to marry them while they are young-, and if 
it Continue with them till they are old, it may 
(as Natural Motions ufe} grow more violent 
towards its end : precipitate them into that 
rainous Folly we have before confider'd. Yet, 
fhould they happen to fcape that, fliould it 
not force them trom their Widow-hood, it 
will fiire very ill agree with it : forhowpre- 
pofterous is it for an old Woman to delight 
in Gauds and Trifles, fuch as were fitter to en- 
tertain her Grandchildren ? to read Roman- 
ces with ipeftaCles, and be at Masks and Danc^ 
ings, when flie is fit only to ac9: the Antics? 
Thefe ore contradiftions to Nature, the tear- 
lag off her Marks, and where (he has writ fifty 
or fixty, to leffen (beyond the proportion 
of the unjuft Steward ) and write fixteen. 
And thofe who thus naanage their Widow- 
hood, have more reafon to bewail it at laft 
then at firft, as having more experimentally 
found the mifchief of being left to their own 
Guidance. It will therefore concern them 
all to put themfelves under a lafer Condudr, 
by an aifiduous Devotion to render themfelves 
up to the leading of the one infallible Guide, 

Kk who, 
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wha, if he be not a covering of the eies. Gen, 
20. 16. to preclude all lecond Choices, may 
yet be a light to them for difcerning who are 
fit to be chofenj that if they fee fit to ufe 
their liberty and Marry , they may yet take 
the Apoftles reftricaion with it , 1 Or. 7. 40. 
that it be only in the Lord. Upon fuch fober 
Motives, and with iucji due Circumftances 
as may approve it to Him> and render it capa- 
ble 0/ his Beneditftion. 



The Clofe. 

I. TT HAVE now gon thro both Parts of 
I the proposed Method. The former has 
•*• prefented thofe (Salifications which 
are equally neceflary to fevery Woman. Thefe, 
as a Root, fend fap and vigour to the diftind 
Branches, animate and impregnate the feveral 
fucceflSive States thro which fhe is to pais. He 
that hath pure Ore or Bullion, may caftit 
into what Form beft fits his ufe, nay may tran- 
flate it from one to another 5 and (he who 
has that Mine of Virtues, may fiirnifli out any 
Condition 5 her being good in an abfblute 
confideration, will certainly make her lb in 
a relative. On the other fide, flie who has 
not fuch a Stock, cannot keep up the Honor 
of any State i hke cormptea Liquor, emty 

it 
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it from one VeflR?! to another, it ftiU infeifls 
and contaminates all. And this is the caufe 
that Wbmen are alike complained of under 
all Forms, becaufe lb many want this Fun- 
damental Vertue : were there more good 
Women, there would be more modeft Vir- 
gins ) loial and obedient Wives , and Ibber 
Widows. 

2. I Must therefore intreat thofe who 
will look on this Trad: , not only to finglc 
out that part which bears their , own Inlcripti- 
on , but that they think themfelves no Icfi 
co*ncernM in that which relates indefinitely 
to their Sex i endeavor to poflefs themfelves 
of thofe Excellencies , which fhould be as 
univerfal as their Kind: and when they are 
fo ftor'd with Matter, they may leave Pro- 
vidence to diverfifie the Shape, and to affign 
them their Scene of Ad:ion. 

3. An D now, would God it were aseafie 
to perfwade, as it is to propofe ; and that 
this Difcourfe may not be taken only as a Ga- 
zet for its newnels, and difcarded as foonas 
read ; but that it may at left advance to the 
honor of an Almanac, be allowed one Year 
ere it be out of date: and in that time, if fre- 
quently and fcrioufly confulted, it may per- 
haps awaken {bme Ladies from their ftupid 
Dreams, convince them that they were tent 
into the World for nobler purpofes, then only 
Co make a little Glittering in it | like a Comet, 

Kk a . to 
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to give a blaze , and then difappcar- And 
truly, if it may Operate but fb far as to give 
them an effecStive fenfe of that, I fliall think 
it has don them a confiderable Service. They 
may, I am fure, from that Principle^ deduce 
all neceflary Confequences, and I wifli they 
would but take the pains to draw the Corol- 
laries j for thofe Indud:ions they make to 
themfelvesj would be much more efficacious 
then thofe which are drawn to their hands. 
Propriety is a. great endearment : we love to 
be Profelytes to our felvesj and People oft 
refill others Reaibns, who would upon mere 
partiality pay reverence to their own. 

4. B u T befides this , there would be ano- 
ther Advantage, if they could be but got to 
acuftom ofconfideringi by- it they might 
infenfibly undermine the grand Inftrument 
of their ruine. That carelefs incogitancyj 
fo remarkably frequent among all , and not 
leaft among Perfons of Quality , is the iburce 
of innumerable Mifchiefs 5 tis the ^elildj 
that at once lulls andSetraies them-, itke^ps 
them in a perpetual Sleep, binds uptheirj^a- 
cnlties, fo that, tho they ate not extind, 
yet they become ufelefs. TiaU ufed to fay, 
T^at aman a pep was go$dfcr nothii^ : . and 
tis certainly no lefs true of this Moral drou- 
finefs then the Natural. And as in Sleep the 
fancy only is in motion , Ib'thefe inconfi- 
dewte Perfons do rather dream thcu diC 

courfe 
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courfe , entertain little trifling Images of 
things which are prefented by their Senfes, 
bat know not how to converfe with their 
Reafon. So that in this droufy ftate, all 
temtations comp on them with the [fame ad*- 
vantage , with that of a thief in the nighty 
a Phrafe by which the Scripture exprefles 
the moft inevitable unforefeen danger y 
I Thejf. 5. 2* We read in Judges ^ how eafily 
Laish became a prey to a handful of Men, 
Merely becauie of this liipine negligent hu- 
^or of the Inhabitants , which had cut them 
off from all intercourfe with any who might 
have fuccord them; y»^. 18. if , 28. andcer* 
tainly itgives no lefs opportunity to our Ipi- 
ritual Afl&lants, leaves us naked and unguard- 
ed to receive all their ImpreiEons. How pro- 
digious a thing is it then , that this ftate of 
dulnefi and danger fliould be afFe<3:edly cho- 
fen f yet we fee it too often is ; even by 
^ofe whole Qualities and Education fit them 
for more Ingenious Elecftions -, nay , which is 
yet nmre riddle , that vtry aptnefs difenables, 
fets them above what it prepares them for. 
Labor is lodkt on as utterly incompatible 
with Greatneis , and confideration is lookt on 
as labor of the mind 5 and there are fbme La- 
dies who feem to reckon it as the Preroga- 
tive, to be escemted from both ; will no 
more apply their Underftandings to any fe- 
rious Difcuflion^ then ilti&t Hands to the 

Spn- 
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Spindle and DiftafF; the one they think pe- 
dantic y as the other is mean. In the mean 
time, by what ftrange mefiires do they pro- 
ceed? they look on Idiots as the moft deplo- 
rable of Creatures, becaufe they want rea- 
fbn ; and yet make it their own excellence 
and preheminence ) to want the a(e of it; 
which is indeed (b much worfe then to want 
the thing, asfloth is worfe then poverty, a 
moral defeiS: then a natural. But we may 
fee by this> how much civil and facred E- 
ftimates differ : for we find the Bereans com- 
mended) not only as more diligent, but as 
more noble too yA£fs 17. 11. l>ecaufe they 
attentively confidefdzxA ftricftly examinM the 
Dodirine preach* d to them. By which they may 
difcern J that in Gods Court of Honor, aftu- 
pid Ofeitancy is no ennobling Quality, how- 
ever it comes to be thought fo in theirs. 

f A N D if this one point might be gain'd, 
if they would but fo far adhiate their Reafonj 
as deliberately and duly to weigh their Intc* 
reft, they would find thatfb ftriCTly eng^gine 
them to all that is Vertuous, that theymuK 
have a very invincible refolution for ruine, 
if that cannot perfwade them. And I hope all 
women are not Medea* s ^ whom the Poet 
brings in avowing the horridnefs of that fad » 
which yet (he refolv'd to execute. They ^ 
•generally rather timprous , and apt toftart at 
the ap^rehenfion of dange? $ let them but fee 
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aferpcnt tho at a great diftance> they will 
need no homilies or lectures to be perfwaded 
taflyit. And fare did they but cleerly difl 
cern what a fting there is in thofe- vicious 
follies they embrace , their fear would make 
them quit their hold, put them in fiich a trem- 
bling, as would like that oi Belshazzars^HLzd^ 
en their joints, and make thofe things drop 
from them, which before they moft tenaci- 
oufly grafped. For indeeed in fin there is a 
con4>iratioii of all that can be dreadful to a 
rational being, fb that one may giye, its com- 
pendium by the very reverfe of that which 
die Apoitle gives of Godlinefi. i Tim4.8. for 
as the one has thefromifes^ io the other has the 
curies of this life, and of that to come. 

d. I N this life every depraved ad ( much 
more habit } has a black fhadow attending 
it: it cafts one inward upon the confcience 
in uncomforable upbraidings and regrets. 
Tis true indeed fome have the art to diiguife 
that to themfelves by cafting a yet darker o- 
ver it, fupprefling all thofe reluiStings by an 
induftriousftupefa<9:ion^ making their fouls 
fo perfed: night, that they cannot fee thofe 
black images their Confeiences reprefent. 
Bat as this renders their condition but the 
more wretched , fo neither can they blind o- 
thcrs tho they do themfelves. Vice cafts a dark 
fhadow outwards too , not (uch as may con- 
eel but betray its felf : and as the evening 

(ha- 
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ihadows iacieafe in dime&iion » grow to a 
monftrofity and difproponion 3 fo the longer 
any ill habit is continued , the more vifible, 
the more fleform'd it appears , draws more 
obiervation and more cenfiire. 

7. T w B R E indeed endlels to reckon up 
the temporal evils to which it expofes itt vo. 
Caries* Immodefty deftroi*s their fame, a 
yain Prodigality their fortune , Anger maks 
them n;iad,. Pride haoeful^ Levity readers 
them deipis'd , Obftinacy defperate > and Ir- 
religion is a complication of all thefe , fills up 
their mefure both of guilt and wretchedaeis. | 
So that had vertac no other advocate , her ve- 
ry Antagonift would plead for her: the; mi- 
ferable cqnfequences of vice, would like the 
flames o{ Sodom fend all confidering perfons 
to that little Zoar , which how defpicaWe h^ \ 
ever it may have appeared before, cannot but 
look invitingly when fafety is infcrib'd on 
its gates. 

8. But it muft infinitly more do io if 
they pleafe to open a vifto into the other 
World , make ufe of divine perfpediives to 
difcern thofe diftant objefts which their giof- 
ier fenfes do here intercept. There they may 
iee the difmal Cataftrophe of thei^r CoiBe- 
dies , the milerable inverfion of all unlawful 
or unbounded plefiires : there that Prophe- 
tic menace concerning Babylon which we 
find Rev.^ 18, /.will be literally verified up- 
on 
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on every; nuh^ppy foijl , Accariling as she ex^ 
alted her fHf and Uved\delicatefyy Jo much the 
mwe tribf^imgive her% the torment of that 
life will bear proportion to the pride and lu* 
xuniesofthis. It will therefore be neceflary 
for thoie iw^ho here waUow in plefures^ to con- 
iroat Cb jchem the rpmerobrance of thofe rivers 
of Biimftone, and adc tbpJinfelves theprophets 
queftion, who can dweU with ever lamfjg burn'- 
if^s } We find Efay^ when he denounces but 
temppral judgoieots agmnft the daughters of 
Zi^n^ Bxa«3:ijr purfiies the Antithefis, and to 
every part of their effeminate delicacy he op- 
po(cs t;hj& 4ioe<3: contrary hardfhip , initead 
o£JweftJmUsiSbere shall be a ft ink ^ inftead of a 
girdle a rent^ mftead of v^ell jet hair baldnefi^ 
infteadof a ftomacher a girding with fackclothy 
dndlmrniinginftead of beauty "^izj. ^ 24. 

p. I T were well the daughters of our Zi<m 
would copy out this lecSturc, and prudently. 
forfee how every particular fin or vanity of 
theirs Will: liiave its jMlapted punifliment in an- 
other Wptld,. And lure this! corifidcration 
well dige|t0d^ muft needs be a forcible expe- 
di^ut, to clcal^fe diem from iiXfilthinefs of flesh 
,^l»dJpmtyZ%'X^t Apciftle ^aks 1 Cor. 7. i. 
: 'B(X ig it pblJibW for her to dherifti and blow 
-up her lipidiijous fiames bere> who confiders 
^ tnem .bu?t as;the£rff kindUngsof thofcinex- 
tii^gui(hable onq^ hereafter ? Can flie make it 
her ftudy tq pleale her appetite ^ that rcmem- 
L - ' " LI * bers 
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bersthac ^ivefs unintermitted feaft ends in 
as anallaied a thirf):^ Of. can (he deny the 
crumbs of her table to that Lazarus, \o whom 
ihe forfees (he (hall then fupplicate for a drop 
of water? In fine can (he liy out her whole 
induftry^ her fortune, nay her ingenuity too, 
in making provifion for the fleft^ who con- 
fiders that that flefh will more corrapt by pam- 
pering, and breed the worm that never dies? 
Certainly no woman can be fb desperately 
daringf as thus to attaque damnation, refill 
her reafon and her fenfe, only that (he may 
ruine her foul ; and unlefs (he can do all this, 
her forefight will prove her efcape, and her 
viewing the bottomlefs pit in Landskipand 
pidture ^will fecure her from a real defceat 
into it. 

lo. B u T now that this Traft may not make 
its exit in the (hapeof a Fury, bring the me- 
ditations to hell and there leave them^ it muft 
now at laft fhift the Scene, and a& it has fliew'd 
the blacknefs of vice by that outer darknefs to 
which it leads, we alfo will let in a beam of 
the Celeftial light to difcover the beauty of 
Vertue 5 remind the Reader that there is a 
region of joy as well as a placg^ of torment^ 
and Piety and Vertue is that milky ivay that 
leads to iti a ftate, compared to which the 
Elyfium pf the heathen is as inconfidcrable 
as ic is fi&itious, the Mahometan Paradifeas 
flat and as infipid as it is grofs and bratiih; 

where 
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where the undertaking of the Pfalmift (haQ 
be completely anfwer^d, thbfe that fear the 
Lcfd shall want no manner of thin^ that Ugood^ 
Pialm. 34. 10. And this happy ftate is as ac* 
ceffible as excellent. God is not anfincere in 
his propoials^ offers not thefe glories only to 
Totalize and abufe os^ but to animate and 
incodrage mankind. He iets up an invi- 
ving prize, and not only marks ©ijirj bat levels 
the way to it^ makes^^hat pur oaty which is 
alfo bur plefure, yea and bur honprtoo^ So 
has he contrivM for our eale, that knowing 
how hardly we can diveft our voluptuoufnels 
and ambition ,. he puts us not to it : all he de- 
mands is but that he may chuie the objedts, 
and in that he is yet more obliging, for by 
that at once he refmes and fatisfies the defires. 
He taJee^ofFindeed from the fulibmplefures 
of fen'jfe, which by their groflhefs may cloy^ 
yet by reafbn of their emtinefs can never ml 
us I and brings us to taft the more pure fpj^- 
tual dehghts which are the true eUxir ofrle- 
lixres, in comparifon whereof all the fenfual 
are but as the dregs or feces in an extradion, 
af^er the ipirits are drawn off. In Uke manner 
he calls us from an afpiring to thofe pinnacles 
of honor, where we alwaies fi^tottering and 
often fall down, but yet invites us to foar 
•higher, where we Ihall have the moon with 
all her viciiBtudes and changes under ow feet 
Rev. 1 2 .!• and enjoy a grandeur as irreverfibl^ 
asfplendid^ LI 2 li. Thu« 
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II. THUsdo'shefliewusatray^torhaflow 
pur moft upfaniStified aflfedionsj tHus, ac* 
cordirrg to the Prophefie oiZechafiah^mitf 
boHnefs bf writ even upm the belts of ilk horfes^ 
Zee. J44.20. upon onr moft brutal ihclina^ 
ticns; and thus may all tljofe femrnfnc Pafli- 
ons which no\ir fedoce lypmcn froiir Vcftnc, 
advance ;hem iij itl Let her that is amorousi 
place her love upon him who i* ^as the Spouf e 
tells us. Cant, f . 10. ) the chief eft ammg ten 
ihoufandi flie that is ahgiy;^, turn her dfga- 
gaintt her fins i fhe that is haughrj^ difclain 
the Devils dradgery ^ fhe that is fearful, dread 
him who can deftr^both Body and Soil in HeU% 
Matt. f. 28. ?nd (he that is fad, refervc^hcr 
tears for her penitential offices, 'Ihu^ftiUy 
they confecrate even their infirmities'/* ^^rd 
tho they cannot Deifie, or ere(9: Teintiples to 
them 5 as the Romans did to'dieir PaiHons, 
nay their Difeafes > yet after they are thus 
cleanfed, tKey may facrifice them as the' Jews 
did the clean Bealts in the Tabernacle. Only 
Irreligion and Profanenefs is exemt from this 
Priviledg, no water of Purification can cleanfe 
it, or make it ferviceable in the Temple 5 that, 
like the fpoils of Jerichoy is fb execrable, that 
it muft be devoted to deflruftion, as an occur f- 
fdthif^,]of.6. 1 7. For tho God do's not defpife 
the work of his own hands , hath fb much 
kindnels to hi§ Creatures , that he endeavor^ 
|:q reduce all our native inclinations tq their 
: '^ . * pri» 



SECf, III. TJl>eChfe4- ' 2tfp 

r I II I r - - - - - ' ■ ^ 

ptitf»tive reftitude y said therefore do's not 
aboiifh, bttt pu^fie them y yet Atheiiin is none 
ofthofe^ cis^ a coant^rblaft from hell, inop- 
po&tion to that i^j^hty wind in vrhich the 
holy ^irit delcended. Thb the fubjeift in 
which it febfifts May be reformM , the perfbn 
may tarn Cbriftian, and the wit that marnT* 
tain'd it§ blafphemous paradoxes may be con- 
verted to hoiiar nki : yet thfe quality it felf 
is capable otno Aich happy Metamorphofis ^ 
(hat maft beextirpatredy for it cannot be made 
tributary. Which ihews how tfaufccndent 
an ill that is which cannot be converted td 
goi^^ev6rt that Omnipotence which can 
bttt <)r die very ftdnes raife children to jiha^ 
ha$^f attemt^ not any-tranfmntationof this ; 
Whidi ought the«fop$ to poflels all hearts with 
adeftiAaitibtiO^it^ '^iid advance them in an 
eai^eftpurfuk of idft the parts ofOPiet^ - 

' la* A « i> 4:hatUs it which I would now 
bn^6 more (as a farewell exhortation) com- 
i60nd to my female Readers, as that which 
vertaally contains all other AccompKftments} 
%n that pearl in the Gofpel for which they 
itiay part with all and make a good bairgain 
too. The pAr af the Lord is the hfginning of 
wifd(m^ ^a^es (the wifeft of men^ Trov. \. f. 
an^ by his experience he fhews that it is the 
completing end of it too j for he no fooner 
declined from that , but he grew to dotage 
^nddidionor. Let ilthofe therefore to whom 
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God has difpenft an outward afHuence , givca 
them a vifible iplendor in the cies of the Worldf 
be careful to iecure to th^nielves thathofwr 
which comes from God only, Johi f.44. unite 
their fouls to that fuprerne Majefty who is 
the fountain of true honor : who in his be- 
llowing the Crown of righteoufnels proceeds 
by the lame mefurcs by which he diiposVl the 
Crown of Ifiaely when he avow'd to Samuel 
that he lookt mt on the outmard appearance but 
beheldtheheart^S^m.i6.y. IfGodfeenothis 
own Image there, all the beauty and gaiety 
of the outward form is defpicableinhiseie^ 
like the apples o£ Sodom only a Kind of painted 
duft. But if Piety be firmly rooted there, they 
then become like the Kings daughter ^Vglo^ 
rious within too ; a much more valuable bra- 
very then the garment of needle work and ve* 
Siure of Goldy Pfahn. 45* 14. And this is it 
that muft enter them into the YSvipJPalacey 
into that new Jerufalem ^ where they shall not 
wear, but inh^itpearls and Gems Rev. 21.15). 
be beautiful without die help of art or nature, 
by the meer reflexion of the Divine bright- 
nels I be all that their then enlarged compre- 
henfions can wish, and infinidy moi;e thefl 
they can here imagine. 
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